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and guards che dender undlþi- 
let from being wodden 
under by the foot o of arrogagce. 


Jo Her, who, being herſclf 
bur honorable, protects, with 
; I immutable Readineſs, the vota» 


E res of truth and honor. 
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ovens G been informed, 

ſimce this work. was ſent” to 
the preſs, that it is ſuppoled to, 4 A 
contain Hiſtorical Memoirs oa 
my own family affairs; it is. 4 
incumbent on me to ſet Ade 
an opinion, chat has not its 
foundation in truth. The firſt 
volume was written twenty 
years ago; I then wrote it for 
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yr | anaven, I now-publiſh . | 
it for my emolument ; characters 
are certainly not the leſs enter- 


1 Alien all perſonalities in [the 
. application of them ; I M6 . ; 
1 R Sively declare, there i is no one 8 


5 circumſtance, incidentor ſitua- 
tion in theſe volumes, that has 
* the moſt diftant alluſion to my 
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+DEL BOROUGH FAMILY... 


CHAP. . e . 


IR. JAMES EDMONDS, like other 

country gentleman, whoſe buſineſs it is 
to attend Parliament, had occaſion to call on 
his banker, in Lombard - Street, the morn- 
ing alter his arrival in town; this baker 
name was Darlington, he ane 's 
Ald L f 
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2 himſelf, ache preſiding deity. by 


. By . fixed in the door of f. 
ſmall room, he could diſtinguiſh every body 
who entered the ſhop, and never made his 
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3 | DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 
| An idolator of the heathen mythology, 
bn entering this ſtore-houſe of treaſures, on 


' ſeeing the immenſe mountains of untold gui-- 
neas which lay heaped upon the counter, 


© might have Jpiſtaken it for the temple of . 


Platus, and paid adoration to old Darlington 


appearance to any-but the rich and powerful ; 


file folks were left to tranſact their affairs 
- with his clerks and their aſſiſtants ; from this 
convenient receſs he faw Sir James enter, 
and crept out to receive him, with a low 


obedience, which almoſt brought his reve- 


"The dimenfons of his figure were about 


five ſeet two inches, but alas, half theſe na- 
tural advantages were ſunk by a too juſt di- 
viſion of his perſon, one part riſing the 
other ſtooping, ſo that he exactly reſembled. 


3 
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+ thoſe petty machines called tongs, which, 


in the hands of a beautiful woman, doing the 
\ honours of her tea table, are wonderfully 
graceful ; his face was ſo narrow that the 
huge ſpectacles he carried on his noſe not 
only ſerved to ſtrengthen his ſight, but were 
a kind of maſk, behind which, if he ever 
bluſhed at his own extortions, he could bluſh 


-. - His head was encompaſſed by a tight crim- 


ſon cap, his eyes were ſmall, dull, and blood- 
ſhot, he looked with them as if the contem- 


plation of his darling metal had blinded him 


to every other object. 


A ſhort converſation on money matters 5 
being ended, this ſon of wealth requeſted Sir 
James to honor him with a few moments in 


private, at the ſame time, telling him, in a 
whiſper, that he was under great rrouble, 


and looked on his preſence at this criticalifſ8&* 
e moſt fortunate event his fill 


* 
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fore to open the door of his little room, or vY 
rather obſervatory ; he ſhut it with, caution; 
after they were entered, and catching hold of 


Sir James's hand, he wrung it with the pang 
of torture, crying out, alas! alas! my wor- 
thy good friend, I am the moſt unhappy 
wretch bathing, ruined and. undone for 
eyer; not a perſon in the world who can, 


br will aſſiſt me. | K 2 
a .* £7 N 


You ſurpriſe me Mr. Darlington, is it poſ- 


ſible your circumſtances ſhould be ſo deſpe- 


"What do you fay, Sir James, (putting 


is ear cloſer to him) circumſtances—deſpe- 
rate. circumſtances—no, no, no, (ſhaking his 


head with a ſignificant lear) no, no, had I 


nothing to complain of but my circumſtances, . 
I ſhould have been at leaſt as well-off as my 
| neighbours—the ſhoe does not -pinch there, 
Sir James, alas! I had a daughter, once, 
the delight of my eyes; to enrich her I hav 


genie myſelf almoſt the cone 10 
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of life had ſhe been duriful, by the bleſſing 
of God, and her father's induſtry, ſhe ſhould 
not have wanted a comfortable portion—but 


* 


nov all that is over; he took off his ſpectacles, 


and whiped them — excuſe me, Sir James, I 
loved her more than the riches, which for 
her ſake I have ſacrificed the beſt part of my 
life in ſcraping together. 


is; 


more worthy heir to inherit his poſſeſſions. - 
I am ſorry and ſurpriſed at this account. 


She had nobody to blame but herſelf; no 
parent ever watched a daughter as I hade 


I Unthinking wretch ! thou halt diſpoſed o- 
thyſelf, and thy father muſt look out for 4a 


done mine II never jet her out of my fights  -» 


moment, unleſs under the eare of my houſes 
keeper, who, if pokible, was- more. attentive 
to her conduct than even I could be; ſhe 
hardly ever ſaw the face of a man to Hur 


knowledge, and yet what does all this caution 


145A has run away run away from 
| B 3 | her 
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her careful father — perhaps with a raſcally 
beggarly dog perhaps with a younger. bro- 
ther who may not have a ſingle ſhilling'to 

- keep them both from ſtarving—run away too, 
Juſt as I had concluded a bargain with the 

Earl of Greville for a match between my 

girl and his eldeſt ſon, Lord Sheldon, and 
what do you think now, Sir James, am I 
not the moſt juſtly incenſed father that a, 

©  perfidious ungrateful daughter ever ws 
truely wretched ? 2 * 


= — Doubtleſs, my friend, you have reaſon, 
great reaſon for diſpleaſure—but is it my 
advice you would aſk on this occaſion? - 


4 I not only aſk, I entreat, J beſeech it of 

= * you-—we have known each r long—alas, 
my riches! how ſhall they be left, who ſhall 
I pitch upon for my executor: 


"RR Since you give me leave, Mr. Darlington, 
I hall ſpeak my mind freely, the young lady, 
I confeſs, is juſtly. intitled to your anger; 

Sf | « . | ſhe 
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ſhe has rejected the ſcheme which paternal 
fondneſs made you fancy you was planning 
for her happineſs, yet I am of opinion, from - 
my own knowledge of the man allotted by 
you for her huſband, that in a ſhort time, a 
very ſhort time, you would have moſt hear- 
tily wiſhed the alliance had never taken * 


DELBOROUCH FAMILY. 


Suppoſe all this true, what can win tus 
"\Gefend her marrying a needy fellow, without. 
my conſent, or approbation ? | 


This, I apprehend, is her moſt capital-of- 
fence, and by no means can I attempt to de- 
fend it; however, as what is paſſed. has nod 
remedy, ſurely a tender parent cannot, for _- 
one falſe ſtep, abandon: an only, © 1 
W 


* 


1 fay, fir, (raiſing his voice) FRO. 7 
nay, it is impoſtible—but hear me out with 
| before you take any reſolution to. 
= $47 ' . 
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pur daughter's prejudice, examine, at leaſt; 
the merits of a choice you cannot now pre- 
- vent—conſide r, you have enough to make 
them happy, if the young man's character and 
conduct ſhould deſerve your favour. 


Favour, Sir James, why do you talk to 
me of favour ! I know the fellow's perſon it 
" is true, but even with his name I am unac- 
quainted, he may be a footman for ought 1 
know to the contrary, as to merit, conduct, 
character, and all that, look Ye, Sir James, 
they are beneath my notice, it is a father's 
_ - bulineſs to mind the main chance; had ſhe 
EL a Lord, of the ſon of a Lord, I 
- might have forgiven her, but to bring into 
à family like mine, a nobody—a worſe than 
nobody mean ſpirited undutiful huſſey, not 
- a ſhilling ſhall ſhe ever finger from my bags, 
no, not to fave her from famine, will I ever 


advance a _ 


| And ths is your determined recen. 
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It is by heavens. * Nen 


Why then, Mr. Darlington, e 
ſelf to relate, or me to hear, the nature of 


your grievances, yet obſtinately TOE * 
** advice you ſolicited ? 


I did not expect you would aſk me to for- 
give the ungracious baggage—no, no, I ne- 
ver will forgive her, that's certain. 
- Then I ſhall only add, old gentleman, that 
I deteſt your obdurate principles too much 
to ſupport you in them farewell, fir, I have 
neither time or inclination to throw away my 
council where I find it totally diſregarded: 


Nay, but worthy ſir—good ſir—(laying 


hold of his button) I have no relief— have: ow 


no comfort but in raking of my troubles... 


| Hearing ſhop door open, he interrupt- X 
ed himſelf to peep through the glaſs—he ut- 
tered a cry of furious rage = made but oneleap 
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| forward, and catching hold of a young man, 
who had juſt entered —audacious raſcal—vil- 

Hin ſcoundrel, cryed he, (in a voice con- 
vulſed wich paſſion) how dareſt thou ap- 
proach | theſe doors—where's my child— 
- -where' s my daughter—where's Lucy—give 
me back my daughter, or I will have thee 


2 hung at Tyburn. 


By this time Sir James entered the field 
of action, and was ſtruck with an air of dig- 
= nity, by which the ſtranger was eminently diſ- 
F * - inguiſhed—he diſengaged him, though with 

© ſome difficulty from the old man's gripe, who 
held him by the collar as faſt as he would 
have done a robber who had hardineſs 
F we to beſiege his dear coffers. 


Let me interfere, gentlemen, ſaid Sir James, 
—— —-— | 
5 nate enmity, and wiſh, from my ſoul, it may 
be in my power to ſerve you both. 
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Old Darlington could not ſpeak he 
2 raved—he ehr, in ſpeechleſs. 


I thank you, ſir, replied the young iits.. 
bowing with an air of reſpect, you are intitled 
to my warmeſt gratitude ; . thoſe perſonal in - 
ſults which I have been compelled to receive 
in your preſence, muſt caſt a 
preach on my character as an officer. I can 
make no apology---in the name of ſon, which. 
I have now the. honor of bearing, to this. 
gentleman, I flatter. myſelf, you will find my; 
excule. | 


Come, come, my old friend, replied Sir 
James, , warmed with the manly, expreſtions 
of the ſtranger, you muſt not---ſhall. nat 

longer continue this obduracy---you have vo- 

luntarily made me a party ſuffer me to per- 


ſuade you to accept the happineſs. which. is. - 
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: No, no, no, roared the enraged father, 


almoſt ſuffocated with paſsion--get out of my 
houſe—out, out I fay,take my curſe with 


thee, it is the only gift I will ever give my 


ee daughter or thyſelf - never trouble 
me n, * ſtarve, ſtarve Ns een 


"ER Edmonds fixed a lock of aſto- 
* on this unnatural parent, whilſt the 
3 whom his cruelty was directed, ſtept 
forward, and with a reſolute firmneſs in his 
manner, but in a voice "I * 
* en: 2 


SY Conſcious that I have offended, I hold 


no title to reſentment, but am heartily ſorry 


. your diſpleaſure is not to be removed the 
» hopes of reſtoring your child to the arms of 


: - a forgiving parent, brought me hicher= | 
1 however cruel my reception has been, I 


Mall return to my wife with that ardour of 
Affection, which it will never be in ẽẽů 
power, or the power of fortune to diminiſh—" 


Bl no began, dr, Dating, ry, 


. F 
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enough to ſupport your daughter. not only © 


in the abſolute neceſſaries of life, but &en in 


ſome degree of affluence — this only ſhall 1 


add, that I came not here to enrich myſelf 


with your wealth, but to increafe the felicity 
of my wife, by reſtoring to her a father.” 


2 | | | 
Nobly expreſſed, cried the Baronet ; now, 


by my ſoul, young gentleman, I have two 


daughters, was you unmarried, and they at 


the years of diſcretion, with their own good 
leaves, you ſhould take your choige of either, 
——allow me, Sir, to aſk your name; and to 
aſſure you, from this moment, it is the wiſh" 
of my heart, we may no more be mung to 
each other. 


' You do me too much honour; my dear 


Sir my name is Fairfax - except the happi- 
neſs I ſhould feel at giving back my Lucy to 
a father's tender affection, the continuance of? 
your generous —— what er li 

Citous to attsin. ©:r(, BY NERO 
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w_ Done think me impertinent, Ms. Fairfax, 


* — — — I wiſh to do 


PE” 


4 fortune, which. is no more than nine thouſand. 


you ſervice, permit me then one other queſ- 
tion, are you of the ſame family with the- 
3 5 


1 am his brother, Sir, 8 that 
which is a brother's due; never did * 
him caſe to bluſh, that our parents were 


..- the ſame, yet his indignation follows me be- 
"cauſe E choſe a profeſſion contrary. to his. 


opinion, Gough he never condeſcended to- 


wake me acquainted with his objections till. 


aſter I had purchaſed my commiſſion, from: 
Which time I was forbid his freſence and his. 
houſe.. This is no ſeaſon for reſerve—you: 


| are Mr. Darlington's friend, I would not con- 


ceal-my. real. ſituation. from. either my own: 


pounds, is now my whole dependance—from, 
my. brother. L never expect a ſingle. favour.. 


And. L truſt in Providence, my, worthy ſol- 
der, cried. Sir James, you will. ſtand in no 
- . need of his protection; then turning to the 
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banker, is it poſſible you can Rill entertain | 
reſentment - againſt this generous youth, ra- 
ther let your gratitude be offered to heaven, 
who has given your daughter a noble, a de- 
ſerving huſband—receive'to your arms a ſon, 
in whoſe merits you will find more real ſa- 
tisfaction than in all the wealth you have been 
ſo induſtrious. to accumulate ; receive him 
from my hand, I glory in making my old 
friend ſo valuable a preſent, if you do not 


thank me at our next meeting my life ſhall | b 


be the forfeit. 


There was no telling his honeſt 
quence ;. Mr. Fairfax. could only thank Mm 
by. a look expreſſive of the moſt grateful 
emotions, whilſt the heart of the old man 
was divided by a thouſand different paſſions. 
The laſt words of his ſon-in-law made no i- 
conſiderable impreſſion to find Lucy mar- 
ried ſo much beyond his. late expedtations 
was a reviving cordial, and Sir. James's. - 
friendly interpoſition completed the victory, * 
he held out his hand, which being ſeized” 
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A KY bur, - was gracefully carried to the 
ps of his now happy relation. 

The Baronet, overjoyed at the reconcilia- 
tion in which he had ſo principle à ſhare, 
wiſhed them uninterrupted felicity, and took 
his leave, though ſtrongly preſſed N. me 
* to ſtay dinner. 


Every thing being now diſcuſſed i in a pri- 
vate conſerence, to the ſatisfaction of Mr. 
- Darlington, he felt ſo much joy at his daugh- 
ter's being allied to nobility, that his ill hu- 
our intirely. vaniſhed, and he now loaded 
* as many civilities as he had a little 
before done with execrations and reproach— 


43 Mr. Fairfax was allowed to fetch his wife — 
"the too was well received; and they. dined | 


. together with ſo much harmony. that nobody 
"could have ſuſpected there had ever been the 


| aft * between them. 
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FTER the happy reconciliation with-" 

which we concluded our laſt chapter; 

old + Dailingroi defired Lucy's huſband to at 
tend him in his counting houſe at eighto'clock 
the next morning, having ſome affairs of”; 
conſequence to propoſe, which he hoped 
would turn out for their mutual advantage. 
Mr. Fairfax We obſerved "this ap- 


pointment, and „ 
eee 


A Sm Gal, or ow medi thts i 4 
is not diſpleaſing to me, you are ſenſible! 
_ but one child, that ſhe was the darling 
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CE; my heart before---no offence, Captain, I 

©. mean not to repeat grievances, they are now 

paſt, I have forgiven her, and reſtored her 

again to my affections---I truſt you will de- 

ſerve her love and my fatherly kindneſs ; as 

a proof of your readineſs to do this you muſt 

hs. quit the army---anſwer, but don't refuſe me 

＋A am poſitive---take care, ſon Fairfax, don't 

let a quarrel commence where a reconcilia- 
don has begun. 


or 4 
2 
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| ace conbdernten Grief dd. 
4 vince the perſon. to whom this caution was 
atdrefled; that it would be abſolute folly to 
"contend with an obſtinate man, whom it was 
Bow both his duty and intereſt to oblige. 


1 


8 


Though he might quit the ſervice with 
”  xegret, he could certainly quit it without diſ- 
= honour; luckily for him all Europe was 
weed in a profound peace, we fay luckily, 
- for had, dis, Ann been wanted, the duty he 
Y owed” I eountry would ſuffer him on no 
& 93 . the ow 5 


Woo 


DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 19 
in the preſent poſture of affairs he embraced} 
it with ſo good a grace, as from that moment 
made the old gentleman's heart entirely his 
own. | „ 


The next thing I have to propoſe, my 
dear boy, continued he, regards more par- 
ticularly the happineſs of yourſelf and my 
daughter ; you ſay you are maſter of nine 
thouſand pounds---now I begin to be ſo well 
pleaſed with you, that I have determined, ol 
this day, to make it up twenty, beſides which, | 
at my death, all I am poſſeſſed of ſhall be 
yours; but, added he, it is neceſſary, with y 
your ed fame Kind of fottlernent nga 


be premiſed. 


Tour generoſity, Sir, overcomes me, he 
replied, do as you pleaſe, direct every thing 
I am ready to execute whatever you propoſe. - 4 


8 eee 
James ſaid, I am really proud of yon . 
leave it then to me, you ſhall not Joſs "by, 


* A 
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| the good opinion you have of my generoſity ; 
will go directly and give orders to my 
lawyer---the ſettlement will be ſhort, and I 
truſt, by to-morrow, ready for ſigning. . 
Here the conference broke off, and they 
- parted the beſt friends in the world: to ſhew 
that he had a perfect reliance on his ſon's 
» / honour, Mr. Darlington , before the day was 
EF”. * concluded, put into his hands ſecurities for 
eleven thouſand pounds, and the next even- 
1 ing preſemed him with a deed of ſettlement, 
uaping, if you do not like my method, ſpeak 
freely, and I will not be offended; with theſe 
words he left: him at liberty to peruſe the 
writing, the purport of which was, that the 
ſurvivor, either huſband or wife, ſhould be 
peitled to the whole fortune at his or her diſ- 
pPoſal for ever, except five thouſand pounds 
” Which Mr. Fairfax had ts i 
& + bequeathing. 
he could wel conſider pro ind yo ef 
PS advantage, or diſadvantage, of this 
> ſettlement; che banker returned; he deſired, 
| 3 goth 27, air * that his ſon; would 
L comme ff 
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communicate his ſentiments on the terms 2 
propoſed, yet, without giving him time to 
declare them, proceeded thus: 


The reaſon for my falling o on this Gepe 5k 
dient was as much for your advantage as for _ 
the advantage of my daughter; I love. you 
both, and hope I ſhall have no reaſon to re- 
pent my good intentions towards you; now f 
if Lucy dies firſt, this writing makes you 
heir to all J die poſſeſt of: on the other hand. 
ſuppoſe you are taken off, doubtleſs, ſhe is 
my natural heir, and ſhould you leave her 
no Children, why I hope a ſecond marriage - 
might be more ſucceſsful, conſequently my 
fortune would ſtill deſcend to her iſſue; which © ; 


you will allow, is right uſt---ſo far © © 
have conſidered your & but 
you may perceive I have n een inſenſihle 
of your reſpect for me, by fewarding it with 
4 larger power than I have even given my 


daughter; ſhe cannot leave 
vou; whereas, out of your ons al bo 
tar bes ; 


DENT pownns - | 
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queath five to whom you pleaſe, ſo that upon 
the whole, ſon, I think I have made no bad 
bargain for you. | 


Mr. Fairfax expreſſed a proper ſenſe of 

gratitude, but ventured at hinting a wiſh, 

that ſome kind of proviſion might be made 
for children, if Providence ſhould be diſpo- 
ſed to bleſs him and his Lucy with any. 


Perhaps, replied the old man, I may be 
whimſical, perhaps too, you may think me 
obſtinate ; be that as it will, let me hear no 
more on this ſubject; yet I am not angry, 
& _ becauſe your deſire is what moſt men are 
add enough to call prudent and laudable ; 
now my opinion is quite contrary—no, no, 
jf you would be happy in your children, al- 
ways keep the ſtaff, fon, in your own hands; 
never let them hear of independence; no 
doubt you will take care of your children, 
ecyery t does that; give them whatever 
= fortune you think proper, but let it come 
ee at their marriages,” or a © * 
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| your deaths, in that caſe they will think | 
themſelves obliged to their parents; a ſettle- 1 


ment ſerves only to make them head-ſtrong 
and diſobedient. | | 


Whatever were the ſentiments of Lucy's 
huſband, he found ir abſolutely neeeſſary to 
coincide with thoſe of the banker, fo that 
every thing was that day amicably concluded. 


It was alſo agreed that the young couple 
ſhould live with their father in the city till 
a houſe and equipage were provided for 
them at the politer end of the town, which | 
was to be done entirely at the old gentleman's » - * 
expence, whoſe darling paſſion, for 1 
of forty years, had been ſmothered benen 
mountains of gold, that paſsion now burſt *' 
out with fuch violent impetuoſity, that the 
mountains melted. before it, nor was any* _. 
method ghough 
conflagration. . 


"wy 


t on to ſtop the conſuming 
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That a man grown old in the buſineſs of 
emaſſing thouſands upon thouſands, ſhould 
all at once betray a ſtronger inclination to 
diſſipate than he had even ſhewn to accumu- 
late his wealth—that a miſer ſhould turn 
= * prodigal aſter three ſcore and ſix; is, we 
cCeonſeſs, a phenomenon, yet this marvellous 
©! / change really happened to our citizen; but 
= that the reader may not imagine we are im- 
+ Poſing on his judgment in paſſing the bounds 
| of probability, we beg leave to preſent him 
| vith Mr. — s early character, 


"1 err re- 


* family, and having three elder 
x * ſaw but a diſtant view of poſſeſſing 

eſtate, yet was addicted to pleaſure and 
* Expence——hehad a mixture in his conſtitution 
of low ambition, more properly called pride, 
a ſpecies of - generoſity, that ſometimes 
itſelf in actions fromm which a more 


finiſned character might have received luſtre; 
** was obſtinate, though within the grach of 


4 ronviction —paſſionate, but not ill mper. 
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ed—immoderately fond of ſhew and oſten- 
tation, which with the moſt contemptible 
opinion of women in general, formed his 
character before he entered into trade. | 


Nothing could be more mortifying than 
that event which took place at the earneſt 
ſolicitation of his real friends; and it was * 
many years ere he could reconcile himſelf 
to the drudgery of buſineſs. Perpetual ſuc- 
ceſs in accumulating riches, at length got 
the better of his natural inclinations; he hae 
now no thought but how to turn every ſhil- 
ling to advantage, effecting it ſometimes at 
the expence of honeſty and conſcience, Ha- 
bitual diſtruſt of the female ſex had madg® 
him ſeclude his daughter from all mankind; 
till by accident meeting with a lover, ſhe* - 
ſoon convinced him what little purpoſe his 
ſuperabundant care had anſwered. But we 
ſhould: fi ave ſaid, that on entering into 
trade a fair City dame, with a good fortune; 
received his vows at the altar, and prudently 
thinking her preſence might be ſome inter? 

VOL. I. 1 ruption 


« 


* 
4 


ruption to her huſband's buſineſs, oe) to 


* _ Ehce- more his diminutive perſon in the gay 
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the other world, after preſenting him with 
an exact copy of her perſonal and mental 
perfedtions. 


No . was the exaſperated father con- 
vinced that Lucy had married the brother 
of a Noble Lord, than all his latent ambition 

© revived with rgdoubled vigor he had a for- 
tune to ſupport their nobility, and he even 
determined (better late than never) to exhibit 


world, accordingly he ſettled his affairs, re- 
tired from buſineſs, and accompanied his 
ſon and daughter to Berkley - Square, giving 
orders for a magnificent ſuit of rooms to be 
let apart for his ſole and ſeparate uſe.— He 
preſented the young couple with a ſuperb 
equipage, beſpeaking another for himſelf, 
lined with roſe-coloured velvet, and if we 
are obliged to ſpeak the tfuth, ornamented it 
with more arms than he had any pretenſions 
to quarter; though, had he ſtuck to his own, 
few families would have occaſion to bluſh at 
his alliance: 


2 
| 87 2 
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His dreſs underwent as compleat a tranſ- 
formation as his manners, the crimſon cap, 
of which in a former chapter we have made 
honorable mention, gave place to one of 
blue ſattin finely embroidered, his thread-bare 
coat, which uſed to cover his fleſh-bare bones 
of a morning in the counting-houſe, was 
thrown aſide for a blue damaſk night-gown, * 
finiſhed in the higheſt taſte che ſpeRacles 
were exchanged for a hand glaſs—his dreſſed 
cloaths richly laced—and his wig ſuperbly 
flowing—in ſhort he was ſo well pleaſed with; 
his preſent appearance and ſituation, that he, 
grudged not the ſacrificing his youth for 
cheir attainment. | 
þ : .* 
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TCH A PF. 1 
ARS. FAIRFAX inherited ſo much 
FA of her father's original diſpoſition, that 
ſhe entered into all the extravagant diſſipations 


of high life with avidity, and purſued them 
in their moſt rapid courſes. Debar a youth 
from every other liquor than water during 


his minority, and when he is intruſted with 
the conduct of himſelf, he. will venture firſt 
to ſip the pernicious juices, be delighted with 


the flavour, take larger draughts, and at laſt 


wallow in a ſtate of intoxication, 


Take > girl from confinement and obſcu- 


: rity, who knows no more of life, than that 


ſhe 
3 
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A nity Saks" rnd ſleeps ; carry her into 
the beau monde, let her taſte of pleaſure, 
and the effects will be exactly ſimilar, at 


leaſt it was the ſame in the inſtance now 


before us. Lucy had no enjoyment but in 
public, ſhe frequented every aſſembly, ſhone 
at the theatres, and loſt her money freely at 
the card table. Mr. Fairfax, who at firſt 
reluctantly followed the plan into which he 
had begn dragged by the influence of his 
wife and her father, now found his ſcrüples 
grow leſs and leſs every day, till at laſt he 
abſolutely, through cuſtom, became as in- 
fatuated to ſhew as the banker, and equally 
devoted to diſſipation as Mrs. Fairfax her- 


ſelf. 


It ſeemed the entire emulation of this 


little family, who ſhould ſquander with the 
greateſt profuſion ; ſuch a word as c õο ʒ/ my 
had never been heard amongſt them finee 


the banker's renouncing it — not did the 


birtk of a ſon at all abridge their notions of 


_—_ he was . in the ſuperbeſt man- 
»i ws. » IF 


” 
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; ner, attended like a prince, and at ſtated times 


admitted to their preſence, which were the 
only duties they thought it incumbent on 


_ themſelves to diſcharge. 


— 


Trluirteen years had flown rapidly away, 


.., winged with pleaſures, before one ſingle idea 


- = Dccurred to this intoxicated family, that in 
purſuit of them they had all this time been 


facrificing their peace, their healch, their 


fortune. Mr, Fairfax firſt made this im- 
portant diſcovery, he entered into a ſerious 


converſation with the old gentleman, regard- 
ing a ſubject which began to alarm him; 
he on the contrary being determined: not to 
alter his plan, but to live all the days of his 
life, laughed at ſo ridiculous a ſuppoſition 


-as that their riches ſhould ever be exhauſted ; 


hear: douing the ere of Mr Darling- 


diſmiſſing his ſon-in-law with this aſſurance, 
ttt there was not the leaſt occaſion to re- 


trench. 


Obliged to appear ſatisfied, though in his 


bond 


2 8 
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ton's aſſertions, he prudently turned his 
thoughts on the five thouſand pounds which 


remained at his own diſpoſal, and unknown. 


even to his wife, immediately veſted it in 
the hands of Sir James Edmonds and another 


truſtee, for the ſole and ſeparate uſe of his 
ſon ; at the ſame time, by recommendation 


of his old friend the Baronet, he fixed on 3 
worthy divine, well verſed in polite learning, 
and no ſtranger to the neceſſary modes of 
education, which ſhould form the man of 
faſhion, to govern and inſtruct his ſon. 


T heſe cautions were by no means un⸗ 
neceſſary, for had he delayed them another 


year, death would have fruſtrated the inten- 


tions which he now lived to ſee happily: ex- 
ecuted; a cold, unfortunately taken at a 


time when his blood was heated with exer- 


ciſe, put an end to his exiſtence, at the 

of forty-three ; his father-in-law, who loved 
him better than any earthly thing, a magnifi- 
cent table, ſhewy cloaths, and ſuperbequipage 
excepted, grieved as much as he was capable 
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of gricying, at his premature death, and the 


3 Euphinan Matron, teſtified her ſorrow, by 


conforming punctually to * mode of 


1 Polite widowhood. 


When this event happened, Mrs. Fairfax 
was three months gone with child, ſhe had 
often been ih a ſimilar ſituation, during the 
alt thirteen years of her marriage; but the 
| fatigues of a liſe devoted to a conſtant hurry 
of public amuſe ments, had rendered the kind 
intentions of Providence abortive, inſtead of 
ſeeing herſelf ſurrounded by a ſmiling circle 
of endearing infants, her own giddy impru- 
dence had prevented even their appearance 
in the world, and fo little was her heart accuſ- 
.comed to the amiable feelings of a mother, 

thav het inclinations felt no manner of vio- 
lence in conſenting to her only ſon's being 
removed to a conſiderable diſtance from her, 


© © When placed under the tuition of Dr. Harvey, 


who was of too much conſequence himſelf, 
q accept the truſt on any other terms, than 
Having the child an inmate of his own family 
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the father's approbation was obtained from 
motives of ſenſe and prudence, the mother's 
from abſolute indifference, the grandfather's 
from a deſire that the heir of his riches may | 


not have his * entirely neglected. 


A* 


The neceſſary confinement which a | 
the death of her huſband, had ſuch an effect 
on the conſtitution of Mrs. Fairfax, that ſhe 
once more became a mother, and gave birth 
to a female infant, as lovely as nature. in her 
kindeſt diſpoſition ever formed; but, alas! 
this bleſſing was. beſtowed in vain, the 
thoughtleſs parent, as ſoon as decency would 
permit, returned to her former pleaſures, 
which ſhe had only abandoned for a time 
from the moſt faſhionable motives, and even 
then regretted every. moment, which the - 


+ to ſuppoſe ſhe had dedi- 
«cated to the memory of an indulgent huf- , 


band. 


24 


Contenting herſelf with the care Dr. Hare 
vey cook of her ſon's education, and much 
| * o 


* 


MP 
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too fine a lady to conform with" chat vulgar 
duty which ſome mothers think indiſpenſible, 
her infant daughter could by no means in- 
 - tefrupt her amuſements for a moment. The 
* . banker, who had now ſeen his eighty-ſecond 
year, betook himſelf to reſt in the firſt ten 
months of his daughter's widowhood, leaving 
ber no more than ten thouſand pounds, the 
only poor remains of one hundred and twenty 
Which he brought with him from Lombard- 
Street. This laſt cataſtrophe ſo far opened 
the widow's eyes, without having any effect 
on her heart, that ſhe fa plainly it would 
be impoſſible to ſupport her former ſplen- 
dour, but reſolved not to give up thoſe de- 
Iightful purſuits, ſtill in her power to pro- 
eure at the EXPENCE of, prucente. I.” 


"= 
| . In humic of this determination, her 
> large houſe of three hundred was given up 

for one of four-ſcore pounds a year, the 
number of her ſervants reduced in propor- 
gion, and her gilt coach, with ſix Roan 
| -mares, converted to a plain chariot and pairs 
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but fill he had her routs, dinners of two 
courſes, evening collations, and as much 
company as her ſmall apartments would on- 
«tain ; all this might have held out ſome 
longer, though a heavy catalogue of d 
had already accumulated. againſt hg but 
two unfortunate nights. at hazard did the 
buſineſs effectually, and left her with her 
daughter, now ten years old, in the jaws of 
want, miſery and deſpair. 
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c HAP. I. 


PDR and ſoftly gentle reader, we are 
not entertaining you with a ſtory of a 
cock and a bull, we have only been relating, 
and chat in as coneiſe a manner as poſſible, 
the. life and adventures of our hero's pro- 
genitors. 


From a ſtripling of thirteen we ſhall paſs 
over ſix years dedicated to the improvement 
of every mental and corporeal accompliſh- 
ment. Dr. Harvey was an old man, his 
-  ohgary head had been chaffed with the balſam 
of experience, he was making the ſhort voy- 


. age of life, accompanied by reſignation, tho 


"I 
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Eten in bis paſſage, obliged to pledge the 
unfortunate in their bitter beverage of afſſicti- 


' on—few men had been more unhappy, few 
had fo large a ſhare of underſtanding to 
ſupport the innumerable attacts of ſorrow, 
his ſorrows were not of a common-complexi- 
on; he was bleſſed with many friends and 
the general love of all who knew him, his 
fortune too was eaſy, at leaſt to him who 
never knew expenſive luxury, was abundant- 
ly ſufficient, yet a ſecret grief rankled- in his 
. boſom, and deſtroyed the power of conſola- 
tion; a ray of delight, a ſmile of joy, would 
ſometimes animate his dejected countenance,  * 
-whilſt conveying inſtruction to his attentive * 
-pupil, whoſe young mind thirſted after 
ledge, and expanded itſelf to 
wholſome councils of wiſdom. 


the 


Dr. Harvey loved him with paternal -fond- 


\nefs, in the culture of thoſe virtues Which 


every day made large ſhoots towards per- 
. feftion, he almoſt forgot that he was child- 
- - Jef, till a guſhing tear would force its paſſage 
i i I, fi to 


* 


38 *DBLBORKOUGH FAMILY. 


| ede woe of recolletion, - even theſe 
. ;S tears by increaſing tenderneſs for his beloved 
charge, and the aſſiſtance of time's wonder- 
working efficacy, were at length dried up, 
his cheerfulneſs in ſome degree returned 
he ſelt the ſenſations of a father's tranſports, 
and few fathers ever acquitted themſelves 
wy / wich ſo much juſtice to their real offspring, 
28 he did to this ſon of his adoption. 


5 


=. FT pos the truſt from no pecuniary 
=. motive, and ſoon after receiving the young 
_— gentleman as one of his family, he relinquiſh- 
ed a handſome falary annexed to the employ- 
- © ment; nor ever could, by any means, be pre- 
=_— vailed on to accept the ſmalleſt gratuity, 
F 5 Next to Dr. Harvey nobody loved or admi · 
red our hero, more than Sir James Edmonds, 
be was always a welcome viſitor to his fa- 
mily—they lived but a few miles diſtance 
the two old gentlemen had been many years 
united by the ſtrongeſt bonds of rnb. f 


* 
E. 
= 


Mrs. Fairfax never eee e 
of her ſon's ſtudies by requiring his attends, 
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ance in town, till his father was given over 


by his phyſicians, and notwithſtanding! the 
haſte he then made to obey her commands, 
he arrived too late for any other purpoſe 


than to witneſs the funeral obſequies, per- | 


formed with all that fooliſh parade of pomp 
and expence, which when living” were the 


darling paſſions of his ſoul. From this cir- 


cumſtance alone, our hero very naturally 
concluded, his mother muſt have found her- 


ſelf poſſeſt of immenſe riches, for which 
reaſon he might apply his little patrimeny as 


would beſt ſuit his inclinations, they had 


always pointed to the army, and being de- 


termined, with the conſent of his parent and 


guardians, to purchaſe a commiſſion, he ſet 


about improving himſelf in the military ſtudy, 
with indefatigable pains, and returned no 


more to Dr. Harvey, till his education was 


compleatly finiſhed in thoſe particulars, which 


are only attainable in public ſchools, though 
the more valuable foundation he owed to 


che benevolent offices of * eien 
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+ We ſhall not detain our readers with lead- 
ing them on ſtep by ſtep till he had gained 
the ſummit of his wiſhes, but preſent him 
to their better acquaintance, a ſoldier, a ſcho- 
lar, and a fine gentleman, glowing with the 
© youthful vigour of nineteen, graceful, in a 
- manly reſolute deportment, amiably intereſt- 
ing, poſſeſt of all the milder virtues, mercy, be- 
nevolence and affection; his animated features 
- from thoſedelicate feelings of a poliſhed mind, 
received far greater advantages, than does 
the worn-out - complexion of beauty from 
= paint and waſhes, He did not enter into 
E the ſervice becauſe he thought a red coat 
more becoming than any other colour—be- 
-— cauſe of the ladies partiality to a cockade—or 
becauſe the life of an officer has ſometimes 
the charm of idleneſs to recommend it.— 
He really felt the true military ardour, under 
the dominion of which, he early eſtabliſhed 
4 a reputation, which others ſpend their whole 
of — enim.” 5055 
= * 
= Colonel H, under an had 
ferved, ſpeaking of him once in George's 
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coffee-houſe, theſe were his words, the 
honeſt fervour with which they were pro- 


nounced engraved them on my memory. 


Fairfax I have known long; he is an excel- 
| lent young man—a worthy member of ſoci- 
ety—an honour to his profeſſion. I have 
ſeen him in the field of battle: I have ſeen 
his. firm arm lifted againſt the foe of his 
country. His dauntleſs intrepidity at that 
moment has inſpired even timidity-acſelf with 
emulation. Again, I have ſeen him viſiting”. 
the afflicted priſoners in their joyleſs confines 
in the hoſpitals, covered with wounds; he 
has perſonally adminiſtered to their relief; 
once conquered, they were no longer his 
enemies; they were his brother ſoldiers, his 
brother ſoldiers in diſtreſs. © By heaven, 
continued he, © had this glorious youth been 
the ſon of Julius Cæſar, his private and his 
public actions would have done honour to the 
r of his father.“ 


4 * *- 
, ®Thipking the herd * a ſufficient 
0 to his own ſex, if * of 


* itsonoben ipAbrby. 


them ſhould condeſcend to peruſe our work, 
we ſhall next aſſure the Ladies, that he 
wanted none of thoſe external charms and 
zccompliſhments, without whieh we would 
not preſume to introduce him to their favour ; 
but as we do not wiſh, and, indeed, ſhould 
be highly mortified to have our faithful hiſ- 
tory claſſed amongſt thoſe performances 
which owe their merit intirely to fiction. 
Pardon u if we do not tell you he was 
beautiful as the God of Love. Excuſe us 
*fom'deſcribing the brilliancy of his eyes, the 
© whiteneſs of his teeth, the luxurious quantity 
or colour of his hair, and ſuffer us to con- 
dude our chapter with this aſſertion of the 
poet, that, N 
meet his fellow?” 
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CHAP.” v. 


AVING, as we imagine, propetly b. k 
troduced the hero of our ſtory, we” 


Hall return to that fatal ra, which plunged * © 

into extreme miſery his ill-gyided and moſt 
imprudent mother, the natural, but melans+ + 

.choly conſequence of a criminal miſconduct. 8 

He was at this time advanced to the rank of 
captain, covered with laurels, and daily reap- 
ing new ones in the boundleſs field of honor. 
His heart exulted in the harveſt: of valourz 4 
it was unacquainted with misfortunes. Some ll 
. momentary ſenſations of ſorrow it had en- » | 
pPeriepced, but theſe ſorrows were the ſweet © | 
effuſions of filial, of fraternal love, of grati- 
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tude and of friendſhip. If he dropped a 
| tear at parting from a mother, a ſiſter, and a 
friend, to whom he owed the tendereſt obli- 

geations, it was mingled with a pleaſing hope 

of returning to them with additional worth. 

= The fame ſentiment followed him thro! all his 
©. glorious enterpriſes, and puſhed him on to 
F actions of never-fadimg luſtre. A letter from 
MI. Fairfax could not fail to exhilerate his 
i - ſpirits. She always addreſſed him in terms 
= . 1 approbation; for though her 
=  follics-were fo cloſely woven in with her ex- 
tence, as to make a ſeparation almoſt 

- Impoſſible, yet the character he had fo juſtly 
EF - acquired, made her, in fome meaſure, feel 
| . - what it was to be the parent of ſuch a fon. 

Wi his uſual cagerneſs he broke the ſeal 
fa packet, from which his ſanguine expec- 
— ations formed the moſt lively ideas of plez- 
wee. | He was difappointed. It was his 
= firſt diſappointment, at leaſt the firſt mate- 

mi one he had ever encountered, its effects 
= © therefore were doubly ſevere and inſupport- 
ble. He caſt his eyes on this alarming ſen- 
* a * a tence, 
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tence, © Pity your diſtracted mother?” and 
her command was inſtantly obeyed. He 
ſnuddered with apprehenſion, He pauſed 
before he could proceed to examine the cauſe 
of this exclamation ; that he had loſt a ſiſter, * 
ſtruck his confuſed imagination. The letter 
trembled in his hands—his lips quivered—a 
tear, ſuch a tear as his affection for the little 
Emely demanded, ſtole down his manly cheek. 
« Lovely, amiable child!“ cried he, “ but; 
perhaps, the froſt of death has not yet nip'd' 2? 
thy infant beauties ; perhaps, thou art only 
viſited by ſickneſs ; a parent's fears, a pa- 
rent's tender anxiety, may have aſcertained | 
a misſortune, yet avoidable.” © He haſtened 
to have this comfortable fuppoſition con- 
firmed. Again his eyes were fixed on the * N 
fatal letter: It almoſt reduced him to a ſtate J 
of perfect inſenſibility. It was wrote in the 
bitterneſs of deſpair—in the agonizing bor 
rors of frenzy ; no expreſſions but ty 9 


can Ae the torturing explanation.” . 5 
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I. ET. T ER. 
1 x 
* Pity thy diſtracted mother! Spare her 
the ſhame of humbling her devoted head 
beneath thy reproaches. Thou dareſt not, 
Charles —a fon dares not reproach his parent. 
Where am I? What have I done? Fly, 
=” fly, to protect me | Mercileſs wretches ! will 
not my all ſuffice ? Muſt the very cloaths of 
y poor. defencelefs child—muſt they go 
wo Emely, do not weep—do not cling 
= about me ſor protection. My ſon, my ſon, 
ſupport us both, or we both periſh | Vet | 
2 not ſupport. God, God, my 
brain is on fire! Shall I live to be upbraided ? 
© No, no, no; I have lived too long already, 
"threatened with a priſon, ſurrounded in my 
| 7 own houſe. by fellows, whoſe very looks 
| on! Vile harpies of the law; 


* 


ho will not ſuffer even my ſenſes to 
4 » eſcape them! O Charles, Charles, what a. 
1 —— — have I been! To 
ö RA 
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creditors, they are now deaf to my intreaties, 
to my prayers ; even on my knees have I 
intreated the relentleſs monſters! Three, a 


* 


little three months, is all the reſpite I can 


obtain. If my affairs are not ſettled within 
that time, then, O then but I ſhall 
not live to ſuffer the horrid diſgrace, yet, 
whilſt I do live, will I heap eternal execm- 
tions on myſelf, What a fortune have I 
ſquandered !—in the purſuit too of everlaſt- 
ing remorſe.— My ſon avoid the vice which 
has reduced thy mother to infamy—avoid it 
as thou would'ſt her irrevocable maledicti- 
on be not flattered into the fatal ſeduction 
of cards or dice, under the falſe appellation 


of an amuſement, they once appeared to 


in that innocent light they ſoon became my 
buſineſ, and my ruin.— Had I fallen alone, 


thoſe bitter pangs of conſcience had been 


ſpared me, at leaſt the moſt bitter I am ca- 


* 


* | 


W 
— 
*. 


pable of feeling My child, my poor de- 


ſerted child, is it not enough that thy guilty 
Mother has plunged thee deep in miſery, 
muſt ſhe think of leaving thee to ſtruggle 


= 
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B WL taken ot poverty, ether 
ding her own confuſion in the grave, and 
leaving thee” alone to oppoſe an army of 
misfortunes ſhe herſelf has raiſed againſt thee— 
O my God! fave me from the diſtracting 
idea ! the great, the merciful beifig, has grant- 
ed my petition, he grants me a moment's 
ifferval of ferenity, he bids me turn to thee; 
my ſon, my dear excellent ſon, for conſolation, 
whatever be my fate, receive as the laſt gift 
of my love, the guardianſhip of thy infant 
fiſter, guide her youth, protect her innocenee, 
provide for her neceſſities, and be to my gen- 
te Emely a better parent than her, whoſe 
forrows muſt ſoon draw to a final concluſion 
In the fame-proportion as you comply with 
this laſt ' requeſt, may the Almighty God 
pour on you bis eternal bleſsings. # The 
4 Heart of Mr. Fairfax, dutiful and benevolent, 
mieembled at the receipt of this letter; com- 
mon minds cannot feel as he r his ant 
f was 0 Le oe Wende. 
13 1850 0 
=— > Colne Lx the old officer, who ſpoce 
im in George's coffee-houſe, entered his 
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tent at this moment, the letter was ſtill open 
in his extended hand, he was not aſhamed 
of an amiable weakneſs, yet he turned away 
his face, wiſhing rather to conceal it in the 


preſence of his ſuperior officer, vain were his 


efforts, the Colonel under a rough appear- 


ance poſſeſſed infinite penetration, blende 


with compaſſion, he ſaw his concern af 


preſſed to be made acquainted with the 


cauſe, in terms ſo generous and friendly, that 
after a moment's heſitation our young ſoldier 
was prevailed on to diſcover his mother's 


ſituation, concealing nothing but that her 


from his firſt acquaintance with this worthy 
veteran, received numberleſs proofs of un- 


in the higheſt veneration, and was not ſorry 


the i immergency of his — 


ad Oy? . — 


ſibeloved mother and ſiſter, he aſked" with 


anarof melancholy eagerneſs, if he might 
vol. 1. D not 


misfortunes were ſelf-accumulated; he had, 


common attention and regard, he held him 


an opportunity had offered to conſult him on | 


Having laid before him the b i | 
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not in ſuch a caſe, reſign his commiſſion with 
honor and fly to their protection. By no 
means, by no means, haſtily replied Colonel 
H——, I love you too well to adviſe a ſtep 
abſolutely. contrary to the character you are 
now obliged to ſupport, that character is 
yet in its infancy, a brave tried ſoldier quit- 
Ing his poſt in time of danger, forfeits his 
former glory; perhaps his private reaſons 
may be as forcible as thoſe by which you 
are actuated; doynotthink yourſelf, my friend, 
the only man who has felt the ſharp tooth 
of ſorrow—by quitting the army at this criſis, 
a you will caſt an indelible ſtain on your re- 
=. putation, which has, I have witneſſed, opened 
=” with the brighteſt proſpects, put it not in 
tze power of a malicious world to doubt 
your conduct, the characteriſtick of a ſoldier 
is valour, happy would it have been. for. that. 
man by whom it is forfeited, - even in appear- 
by” aner, that his name had never been diſtin- 
= guiſhed, rather than have it branded with . 
* the moſt diſgraceful of all appellations, 
„ the glory of his carly fame for ever tarniſh 
| Wits Hare 
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Here he pauſed, Captain Fairfax reſted 
his face on the pood man's ſhoulder, his 
agitations were powerful, he ſobbed aloud, 
generous, beſt of men, ſaid he, recovering 


his voice, do not hate me for a propoſition, 


which now covers me with confuſion, I 
acknowledge you to be the preſerver of my 
peace and honor—Alas, my mother !—Great 
God, what will become of her Diſtraction 


is in the thought! My ſiſter too! —Unhappy 


ſon, unhappy brother, M, why am I pre- 
vented from flying to your reſcue My life 


would be a cheap purchaſe for ſo great a 
felicity as the reſtoring you to happineſs „ 


but the name of coward,*I cannot, will not, 


dare not incur it, even for your preſer- 


vation—he could ſay no more, his eyes were 
fixed on the ground, his breaſt heaved with 
conflicting pations. . 


My dear worthy boy, cried Colonel Hem, 


| — him in his arms, do nat hin the 
kart of an old ſoldier is callous td ig attacles 


of —_ think not I CONS this vir⸗ 
D 2 gh tuous 


mY DELBOROUGH' TAMILY, 


tuous ſenſibility; witneſs the ſympathetie tear 
which I do not wiſh to wipe away unnoticed, 
T leave you for a moment, continued he, on 
my return I ſhall diſcover if you really merit 
4 che affection I feel for you. With this am- 
bpiguous expreſſion he left the tent, and Cap- 
tin Fairfax being ſoothed and flattered by 
the Colonel's tenderneſs, now began to re- 
cover ſome degree of compoſure. —He had 
fill remaining of the original five thouſand 
pounds, ſettled du im by his father, three 
thouſand five hundred, his commiſſion having 
coſt him | fifteen hundred pounds, and this 
Aum, when he came capable of entertaining 
reflection, afforded im the pleaſing proſpect 
of ſatisfying his mother's creditors, and alſo 
of providing her and his ſiſter, at leaſt with 
the neceſſaries of life ; full of this cheering 
idea, he wondered he had given way to the 
firſt rumults of deſpair, and immediately fat 

| down to acquaint Sir James Edmonds and 
| : * Dr. Harvey of his mother's unhappy feſt 
= ation, yielding up to their care his forturie 
| for her uſe and that of his ſiſter, recommend- 


4 
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ing them ſtrongly to their protection, till he 
mould have it in his power to return to 
England —he likewiſe wrote Mrs. Fairfax 
his letter was formed for conſolation, not a 
word, not a hint of her miſconduct, he even 
tried to baniſh the recollection of it from 
his memory, or if it would intrude, he op? 
poſed it as the enemy of his peace with filial 
duty benevolent excuſes - and the tendereſt 
pity. Having finiſned thoſe letters he was 
walking about his tent vith that ſerenity 


of aſpect, which always will follow actions | 


of duty and generoſity, ſuch as he had juſt 
been performing when the Colonel returned. 


Why this is as it ſhould be, cried the brave 

ration viſible on the countenance of Captain 
Fairfax, this is as it ſhould be, I now pro- 
nounce you a lad of reſolution, one thing 


this (holding out a folded paper) if you. 
refuſe ſo poor a proof of my kindneſs, yol 
and I muſt drop all further acquaintance. 


3 | SY 


re, and you inſure my friendſhip for ever, 
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On ſuch terms it was impoſſible to refuſe, 
he therefore took it, and ; was going to ex- 
amine it when his friend ſtopped him, no, no, 
faid he? not in my preſence, nor let me ever 
from this moment, hear a ſyllable about the 
contents, not one ſyllable, young gentleman, 
Aaded he, With à good humoured ſmile, or 
I hall haßg you tried on a Court Martial 


. or Abe orders. 


at of his generous mend, 


8 hero kiſſedhe hand of his bene factor, 
promiſed to obey his commands, and they 
wWalked out together. 


Tlhat our readers may not ſuffer the pangs 
bol fruitleſs curiofity, we ſhall take this oppor- 
tunity to inform them, that the above- mention- 
ed paper contained a draught on a noted agent, 
in favour of Mrs. Fairfax, or order, for three 
hundred * pounds—and like wiie muſt afſure 
chem at the ſame time, that her amiable 
it by, till a proper occaſion might o 
returning it, without ene the fe 
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T the return of The Caurier from 
England, by which thoſe letters men- 
patched, Captain Fairfax received a pacquet, 
which he knew by the ſuperſcription to come. 
from Sir James Edmonds, he broke the ſeal 
with impatience, and read as follows: 8 


> MY DEAR sin, $ 
« Immediately on the receipt of your 
* 


the contents of which gave me real 
ern, I ſet out for London, accompanied 
by our good friend Dr. Harvey, and found 
"4 mother in a very indifferent ſtate of 


D 4 _ _ | 


= 
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health, and much dejected by the ſudden re- 
verſe of fortune ſhe has lately experienced.— 
Her affairs were indeed complicated, but 
not ſo bad as I expected, it came within the 
- compaſs of my power to make her eaſy on 
1 that ſcore—you will be burthened with no 
=— debt, and may hereafter be at liberty to be- 
| ©, ſow on your ſiſter whatever proof of kind- 
neſs you think proper,. but at preſent I muſt 
© requeſt to be allowed the ſatisfaction of act- 
ing towards her ill reſpects as a father, at 
leaſt till you are properly ſettled in life, and 
then if you inſiſt on the reſignation of my 
charge, I will endeavour to comply. On 
theſe" terms you may command my aſſiſt- 
_— -ancein every other ſcheme you can propoſe ; 
| 4 Emely is the moſt lovely child I ever beheld. 
= Your old acquaintances, my daughters Dormer 
= and Edwin, idolize the dear girl, they will 
| E. always love her, as well on your account as 
her own, your mother and ſhe are both nth 
= us in the country, would to God Mrs 
= fax could receive any benefit from the change 
zz * air, however ſhe is Pre ws 
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and not diſpleaſed with her ſituation in my 
family, ſhe is too weak to write, but bleſſes 
the dutiful attention of her beloved and ex- 
cellent ſon. | * 


Providence has endowed you with thoſe 
warm and tender paſſions which are the or- 
naments of humanity, it has alſo given you 
an uncommon degree of reaſon to govern 
and keep them in ſubjectiomʒ in you there- | 
fore it would be ungratefullſ}nay even highly - 
criminal to repine at its awful diſpenſations. 
Your mother (ſorry am I to be the con- 
veyancer of tidings that muſt afffict qu) 
your mother is viſited by two very ſkilful. + 
phyſicians ; but, alas ! my dear Sir, they do- 
not pretend to flatfer us, medicines will - © 
todo often fail in many diſorders, in the caſe _ 
of Mrs. Fairfax, I dare not conceal the me- 


[ 


lancholy truth, we have not the ſmalleſt hopes i 


ir being effectual, fummon therefore all 
Srtitude, all your reſolution to mect 
tha-blbw which now ſeems inevitable, weigh” - 


* * arguments preparing for raub 
* 2 | your” 


I» 


+3 event, which was confirmed in a few weeks, 
2 ng many lorutadeand Decomung reſignation. 


. Ny 
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your beſt friend, Dr. Harvey—refuſe not 
the conſolation you will derive from his 
wiſdom and piety, and permit me once more 


do. hre you that your amiable ſiſter ſhall be 


well educated, carefully protected, and ten- 


* _ beloved by, my dear Sir, 


Your affectionate ſervant, 
” | JAMES EDMONDS.” 


The «ani letter were far Es vio- 


Pw than what had experienced at the 
| cel of that by which it had been pre- 


dceded, and he prepared for the expected 


- 4 


This kingdom was juſt on W 
peace when Captain NA obtained a ma- 


jority, and very ſoon after, his uncle, Lord 


f .* | Delborough, taking into conſideration the 


great probability there was that our 
might one day inherit the ho 
family, procured him the rank of Li 


1 ab Earl had but ong — he 
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— Happened to be of a very delicate conſtitu- 
tion. With his brother, the father of Mr. 
Fairfax, he had quarrelled, many years prior 
to his death, the difference was never re- 
conciled, he almoſt hated his memory, and _ 
when he got his ſon advanced in his pro- © 
feſſion, it was not from motives. of family 
affection, but family policy and family pride; 
it was alſo the only mark of favor or pro- 
tection this noble Peer had ever condeſcended 
to beſtow on his brother's reprgſentative, 
and much greater it was than Colonel Fair- 
fax or any of his friends had reaſon to: expect 
from his Lordſhip, whoſe indifference and 
negle& towards his nephew had till * 3 
been ſtern and decided. 


About fourteen Rake after the above 
tranſaction, ſmiling peace once more viſited 
our-iſland, we are no politicians, therefore 
not pretend to ſay whether we bought 


_ preſence at too extravagant A - 
* or whether ſhe Was uſhered in with 


"Wat glorioyggplendor which» many ima 
* D | 
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people thought her intitled to expect, we 
would only ſay that ſhe reſtored Colonel 
Fairfax to his friends in Britain, who received 
ce youthful warrior with every demonſtation 
of ; 1 and gladneſs. | 


He found Emely at this period more than 
his moſt ſanguine expectations could form 
an idea of, though greatly raiſed by the con- 
tinual accounts he received of her growing 


deauty d accompliſi ments. Sir James had 

il faithfully” performed his engagement, he 

nad ſpared no expence in rendering her edu- 

cation complete and uſeful, which, together 

=_ gith a perſon perfectly charming, rendered 
| ber an 292858 of W — . 

—_ | » a 
\Colone! Fairfax bac "I of ſhe wil 

his gratitude to her benefactor, ſo effectual 

- = that of permitting Hen to remain in his 


| amily. Sir James, who was by this Hin 
an ed year, _— 
ould not 4 a 
Pauer, mne * - 
\ B* . 1 
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Either Mrs. Dormer or Mrs. Edwin, by 
turns, reſided with the old gentleman, and 
neither of them having any children of their 


grateful and endearing Emely. 


Mrs. Dorner was a worthy good woman; 
Mrs. Edwin, polite, ſenſible and well-bred; 
the latter ſaw a great deal of genteel com- 
pany, and even the former, who was of a 


more retired diſpoſitiogy 222 
might 


of acquaintance, that 
loſe no advantage it was in her power 
to procure. 


ithſtanding theſe indulgences, 
Sang 4 trongęſt motive of n 


be ſurpriſed at this 
m the ſacrifice n 


our readers 
'F _ when we _ 


own, they lavifhed all their fondneſs on the 


] ras 0 her brother to let 
ely IF. longer in the country ; . 


a 
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1 0 highly oblige her, that at her death, * 
Thould ys divide her fortune. 


He was embarraſſed by the propoſal— 

il be knew not how to refuſe or accept, by the 

| * firſt he ſhould incur Lady Dorothy Petting's 
diſpleaſure, by the latter mak a worthy old 
man unhappy, to whom he owed innumerable 
obligations gratitude to Sir James got the 
victory, he even gggcealed an offer jo much 

„ that the Baronet might 

he had ſacrificed to 


= . * Having determined this nice point, he 
wrote to his father's ſiſter, thanking 


_regfetred that it was 
power to put Emely unde 
he pleaded. the delicag 
| ſiſter, much im 
3 which ſhe was h 
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duee to the eſtablyhment, of her health ve U 
air and exerciſe, 2 of which ſhe - 
could hope advantage By removing to Lon- 
don — he concluded with ſaying, that he was 
going to make the tour of Italy, ſnould re- 
ceive her Ladyſhip's commands in perſon, 
before he leſt England, and at. his return 
have the honor and happineſs of preſenting 
his ſiſter, to a lady for whom he had the 


higheſt veneration. # 


it contained real matters of fact; Emely's. 
conſtitution wag, remarkably delicate, ſhe 
was juſt recovered from the meaſles, and he 
paring to ſpend the next carnival in 


On 


to have been a kind of "OM 
= attending this young gentleman from 
La infancy; to acquire the general love 


W 


"= 


= that when he came to take his leave h 
refuſed admittance, and actually left E 


| © not greatly chagrin him, eſpeci 


him, whilſt thoſe 


ben FAMILY. 
ve acquainted with 
him felt the wa ns of friendſhip; 
of which truth we kan produce no better 
inſtances than Sir James Edmonds, Colonel 


I and Dr. Harvey, the latter no ſooner 


found him determined on this foreign tour, 
than he refolved to attend him; a favor 
/ thankfully received by the Colonel, who 
faw the happy „ en of ſuch a com- 


ſo highly exaſperated 


at the unexpected refuſal from her nephew, 


though given in the politeſtgerms imaginable, 


the Ie of her rage. and indignation. ». 
w# * 4 

As he was labore acting "from low and ij 
tereſted motives, this mark of — i 


honor on Riis family, and till Emely's beauty 


had not thought it worth her while to make 
the ſlighteſt inquiries after them, or even 
condeſcended to own them as her relations ; 
no wonder then that Colonel Fairfax could 
not be ſeverely diſappointed, at her ſudden 
and capricious changes of humour, from 
cold to warm, from affectionate promiſes 


to ſilent contempt, 
* 2 


began to be every where celebrated, ſne 
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CHAP. VII. 


3 A'S R an abſence of two years EI 
Fairfax received accounts of 

Sir James Edmonds“ death, which gave him 
unaffected ſorrow, and being at that time 
about to leave Rome he haſtened his de- 
parture a few weeks, thinking his preſence 
in England would be now abſolutely neceſ- 
fary, not only to conſole Emely, who from 
infancy had regarded Sir James as her fa- 
ther, but alſo to direct her future cſtabliſh- 
ment, rightly judging a beautiful yo 
woman, deſtitute of fortune, muſt be ſuhj 7 
-,T0 * inconiſlſtnecs, which made KR 
ge * under his * a 
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obtained, before he could carry any plan 
he had formed into execution; at the ſame 


time he acquainted him with his intentions 


of ſettling thouſand pounds on Emely, 
he was flattered with the good man's intire 


approbation, and orders were given to pre- 


pare every thing for their ſudden departure. 


They met. with no accident that might 
retard their journey to Paris, where they 
propoſed ſtaying a few days in civility to 
ſome families of diſtinction, from whom 
they had received very FRI marks of 
feſpect. 


The Marquis D'Stenvella claimed theit 


firſt attention, he was a nobleman of great 
power in the ſtate, and poſſeſt of —— 
Abilfties, he lived in a 1 ſtyle, and 
ined all ſtrangeg wich munificent 
* of Pa he had in 


. 


This deſign he communicated to Dr. Har- 
vey, Whoſe conſent muſt be previouſſy 


| days of 
Engliſh 1.4 whoſe M&- 
n * + 


- + - 
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3232 her ſo extremely dear to him, that 
for her ſake he never miſſed an opportunity 
5 of heaping civilities on her countrymen. 


Colonel Fairfax had been often at his 
houſe, and beſides this national prejudice, 
the Marquis found in him  { much real 
worth and honor, that during eight months 
_ paſſed at Paris in his way to Italy, he became 
poſſeſt of his moſt perfect eſteem, which 
was diſcovered by a thouſand expreſſions of 
kindneſs, and when he. left him; to purſue his 
| tour, the Marquis felt much concern at 

Parting, the amiable Marchioneſs partook 
of her Lord's regret, and Mademoiſelle St. 
Meara, their only daughter, was not without 
inſupportable conflicts, on the ſame occaſion ; 
the Pariſian sin general admired our 
hero, this beautiful and accompliſhed girl 
had not limited her feelings to the cold con- 
. fines of admiration, ſhe was in love, but per- 
ſecty unconſe fher paſſion, ſhe attribuggd. 
the - tender Fu of her in 


3 to having allowed che 9 of her 


* 
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parents in their partiality to the agreeable 
Engliſhman, ſhe wiſhed he had been her 
brother, and thought ſhe regarded him with 
no more than a ſiſter's tenderneſs, a mind 
perfectly innocent governed her behaviour; 
artleſs, modeſt, and unreſerved, ſhe uſed him 
with that charming freedom conſiſtent with 
the connexion which ſhe imagined would 
have made her ſo happy, her eyes alone be- 
trayed a warmer attachment, and indeed they 
diſcovered ſo much ſenſibility, that it was 
impoſſible to paſs unobſerved by the perſon _ 
who had occaſioned it. — This: diſcovery, 
which by a thouſand others would have been 
received with tranſport, had a far different 
effect on Colonel Fairfax. 5 


| We do not deſign to mabe a monſter of 
our hero, and preſent what was yet never 
found in the whole volume of nature's worly 


2 faultleſs man, much leſs ſhall we detra@® * | 


from thoſe virtues e poſſeſt, 
cand&r* ep calls upon id declare, that 
the Caen never * cauſe for * 
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fair ſex to reproach him with cruelty, at the 


ſame time that his faux paux's, were confined 


* 


to ſuch who from their own imprudent ad- 
vances, made it almoſt impoſſible for a man 
of gallantry and politeneſs to reſiſt. their 
attacks; but in regard to Mademoiſelle. St. 
Meara, it was quite another affair, extreme 


youth, modeſty, and a ſpotleſs fame were 


her ſafeguards, under their ſanction, a vil- 


Vin durſt not have preſumed on the moſt 


viſible preference in his favor, how then 
could a man of the ſtricteſt and moſt honor- 


able principles? 


Had his heart been equally engaged with 


the lady's, he would have acted juſt as he 


1 when that happened not to be the caſe, 
e would have; flown from the temptation, 
9 0 given her an opportunity by abſence, to 
home her wandering affections; this he 


would have done, as much for his own, ſake, 


AZ Ps. Page berween N 


as that of his eſs; knowing the almoſt 
infurmountabl , rank, fortune and re- 
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was much leſs difficult on the preſent occaſion; 
he acknowledged St. Meara, amiable; beautiful, 
and agreeable; but he acknowledged it with- 
dut paſſion, he actually felt for her exactly 
thoſe ſentiments which ſhe vainly imagined 
ſhe had not exceeded in her preference for 
him—his were confirmed at parting—hers 
totally overthrown—he left her without emo- 
tion—ſhe beheld his departure with ſighs, 
with tears, with all the attendants of the molt 
lively ſorrow. 


The Marquis inſiſted that he ſhould make 
them a viſit on his return, ſo that, when he 
again found himſelf at Paris, he thought it 
an indiſpenſible duty to obey that Nobleman's 
commands, otherwiſe he would never have 
ſought to renew an acquaintance which, he 
was but too ſenſible, had already paſſed the 
bounds of friendſhip in the fair boſom of St. 
M Doctor Harvey, who was the con- 
a of his ſuſpicions, ſtrongly ſup- 
ported. in them by by bl  obſervationg © + 
* commended his Y friends cn - 7 
** eumipect 


a 
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cumſpect amb diſcreet behaviour in this af- 
fair; for had all other oppoſition to an alli- 
ance with the Marquis's family been removed, 
that of a different perſuaſion, in point of 
religious ceremonies, muſt have ſtill re- 
mained, which, from a particular mode of 
 - thinking, and the principles of his function, 
appeared to this truly good man by far the 
moſt invincible of all barriers. 


Had our Colonel been i love, we cannot 
pretend to ſay whether the wiſe counſel of 
his mentor in the preſent caſe would have 
been received with that intire ſubmiſſion, 
which had hitherto attended his advice on 
All occaſions; but the heart being wholly 
_ unengaged, the doctor's opinion perfectly 
ois ded with his own, and he went to pay 

his reſpects to the Marquis, with that eaſy 

' compoſure which diſtinguiſhes a mind free 
.- Fom the enchanting influence of powerful 
beauty. The Marquis and Marchioneſs em- 


braced him wit  -- friendly polite- 
was 


. e Mademoiſelle * 
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ſo greatly agitated by his ſudden and unex- 
pected appearance, that the tranſparent white=- 
neſs. of her delicate face and neck were en- 
velop'd in a bluſh of the deepeſt ſcarlet. 
His addreſs to her was unembarraſſed, and 
conſiſtent with the natural elegance of his man» ; 
ners, without the ſmalleſt degree of particular 
attention. Whether ſhe obſerved this cold- 
neſs, and was ſhocked at his indifference, or 
whether her confuſion was ſo great, that it 
prevented her from making any obſervation 
at all, we cannot pretend to determine ; but 
turning haſtily away, and laying her ſnowy _ 
hand with innocent freedom on one of Dr. 
Harvey's, « My dear, Sir,” faid ſhe, « your 
abſence has appeared an age! I hope you 
have enjoyed your health: I hope you are 


now come to honour Paris with your pre- 


ſence, at leaſt, for this winter. Charming 
goodneſs,” replied the doctor, «© how flat- 
tering is your amiable camdgſcenſion to an 
old man! I am overjoye@” my excellent 
- young Ladys nto ſce you well and happy.” 
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She ſighed, and the ſanguine ſtream, which 
was beginning to retire to its firſt ſource, 
again 40 am her face. 


* Indeed, I am very happy,” returned 
ſhe (in a voice that contradicted her aſſer- 
tion) but you do not anſwer my queſtion, 
(with an impatient air) © you do not ſay how 
long you are to ſtay with your pariſian friends. 
You have many friends in Paris, Sir; we are 
not inſenſible of merit ; a worthy foreigner 
will neyer have reaſon to complain of being 
overlooked or neglected in this country. 


S8 — — ERTY 


1 * ©  Bygfore he could make an anſwer Colonel 
Pairſax joined them, and, without any ſeeming 
delign, the doctor ſaid, © I believe, Sir, 
your affairs in England will oblige us to ſet 
out in two or three days at the fartheſt.” — 
Good God!” cried the Marchionels, ob- 
ſerving her ghter's countenance change 
do a death- like Paleneſs, © what ails you, my 
"dear child? You are certainly ſeized' with 
fame ſudden wes. 1a retire with me, 

: 2 {EW oy 
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my love, the air will be of ſervice to you.“ 
St. Meara made no oppoſition, but curtſeying 
to the doctor and Colonel Fairfax, with- a 
look which plainly ſaid, Take this as my 
parting leave.” She ſuffered her mother to 
lead her out of the apartment. 


The Colonel felt ſeverely, and even ten- 
derly for her ſituation, yet determined to 
preſerve his former reſolutions. He made a 
ſhort viſit, but ,was obliged to promiſe he 


would return the next day to dinner. 


* 


„ * 
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CHAP. vm. 
NSTEAD of fulfilling his engagement 
the day following, he ſent a genteel apo- 
logy to the Marquis, with general inquiries 
after the health of the family ; ; and received 
for anſwer, that they were all extremely well, 
with wiſhes of a ſafe and agreeable journey 
to himſelf and Dr. Harvey. The ſtile 0 
this little billet evidently ſhewed that St. 
+> Meara's inclinations we ng longer a ſecre 
do her father and mother, r why argued til 
Colonel, metitien my departure as a*gertain 


a very caſual manner? However, the hin 
- was not thrown away, and, though obliget 
| #1. n 
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to ſtay wo clays longer in Paris, he reſolved ' 
not to repeat his viſits at the Marquis 
hotel. | 


According to this plan, the next morning 
was taken up in attending many other fami- 
lies of rank and merit, to whom they had 
been indebted for very eminent civilities. 
It was about two o'clock when they returned 
to their inn, and the doctor having a deſire 
to viſit a Franciſcan friar, with whom he had 
contracted a degree of intimacy, on finding 

him a man of the moſt liberal education 

aud profound underſtanding, he told his 

friend, that if he would give himſelf. the 

"W trouble of beſpeaking ſomething for their 

"M dinner he would, in the mean time, ſtep to 

the monaſtery of „and be back in leſs, 

"WM than an hour. Colonel Fairfax readily ac- 

"i quieſced, and knowing the good doctor, not 

"BE from being an epicure, but from weakneſs 

of appetite, was rather peculiar in the choice 

_ of his- diſhes, reſolved to inſpect the larder, 

n order to fix on on 1 
1 E 3 _ > 


wh 
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be moſt 3 he therefore pulled the 
bell, and our hoſt, who happened to be his 
countryman, exhibiting a prominency of 
belly, which would have put Boniface him- 
Telf out of countenance, made his appearance 
with a © What does your honour pleaſe to 
want? A good dinner,” replied the Colo- 

nel, and a bottle of your beſt Burgundy.” 
« Say you ſo, your honour, then I defy 
France to furniſh you with a better of each 
- fort. Behold this, your honovr,” ftroking 
his huge paunch with both hands, when a 

* landlord lives well himſelf, it is a certain 

ſign his gueſts are in no danger of ſtarving.” 


« Since you are ſo well provided, I mult beg 
leave to inſpect your larder, and will there 
ws for myſelf. « 


a eee pleaſes : 1 ould be 
proud to have the Grand Monarch inſpe& 
my proviſions ; he would net meet wich 
better in all his dominions. This way; your 
A 
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which he called his kitchen ; © this way leads 
to my grand repoſitory—for venifon—wild 
fowl—poultry—game of all kinds—and fiſh 


of all ſforts—1I challenge * England, 
and Germany. | 


Colonel Fairfax followed, laughing heartily 
at the pompous deſcription of his facetious 
landlord ; but, to his great ſurpriſe, found he 
had been no vain boaſter. He chole, from a 
- multiplicity of good things, a neck of veni- 
ſon, a pair of ſoles, and. a ſoup, the latter of © 
which his hoſt aſſured him ſhould be gratis, 
if he did not acknowledge it the moſt excel» 
lent he had ever taſted. ' 


On his return through the kitchen, his 
ſight was ſtruck with an object perfectly un- 
common. He had never beheld any thing 
like it; on a low ſtool, by a ſmoaky fire- 
ſide, ſat the ſkeleton of a man; one hand 
. reſted on his breaſt, the other dangled uſeleſs 
by his fide ; a ragged blanket covered his 
er carcaſe, through which the ſkin ap- 
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© ragged blanket, whilſt the landlord, holding 
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, ned in various places. His belrd and nails 
- bore the ſtrongeſt teſtimony of neglect. Fa- 
mine glared in his eyes, and deſpair Tue 
a ferocity on every feature. | 


Colonel Fairfax ſtarted as if he had ſeen 
an apparition. He recoiled back ſeveral 


paces, and exclaimed, with vehemence — 


« Great God! is it pofiible a creature, whom 


thou haſt created in thy own likeneſs, can be 


reduced to this? 


On hearing theſe words pronounced, the 


poor wretch, hid his face in the tatters of his 


= his ſides, laughed to ſo immoderate a degree, 
that it was a confiderable time before he 


3 * ; could attempt to remove the ſurpriſe of his 


© gueſt, which, he thought, he could not fail 
EF fic Glowing acdrefs : 

; * 

41 beg deat: cede tis 
times, but for my ſoul I could not help it. 


1 ! who would — your honor 
by . could 


* 
4 - 
14 _ : * 
4 = — 
— 
* 2 8 id A 


could have been ſo frightend ? My youngeſt 
child plays with him as ſhe would do with a 
kitten. No, no, your honour, he will do 
you no harm. If he was not quite ſimple 


and harmleſs, he ſhould never have taken 


| his pe under my roof. 


What the landlord ſaid, 8 with the 
miſerable creature's endeavouring to hide his 


face in the ſhattered covering, increaſed our 
Colonel's feelings of humanity, and awakenec 


à painful curioſity, which would not tet him 
reſt without a full gratification, and for this 


purpoſe he retired to his room, deſiring his. 


hoſt, if poſſible, he would get Wild Robin 
the name this phantom went by through the 
family, to follow him thither : He alfo or- 
- dered him to ſend um and 
ſome bread. | 


Various were the emotions of his heart, 
whilſt waiting the execution Ef his commilſ- 


ons. He walked to and fro in eager ex 
[ liſtening every now and ben, that 
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. his ear might catch the firſt approaches of 
= the perſon by whom his whole thoughts were 
| occupied. At length the door opened; a 
- ſervant entered with the things he had or- 
- dered; followed by this ſpectre of human 
nature, who, with his eyes fixed on the 
ground, obſerved a profound and ſullen 
20 ſilence. % 


Colonel Fairfax waited no longer than 
till the ſervant had left the room, before he 
=— accoſted him in theſe terms; but with ſuch 
= gentleneſs in his; voice, ſuch manly ſenſibility 
nin his e poſlibly 


4 . with Jene Fa 
> ſufferings of a fellow creature, and ſure to 


* Judge from appearances, your's muſt. have 
been of a moſt malignant nature: I wiſh to 
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Impoſſible! and again he was ſilent. 

I am not a rich man; but you are deſtitute of 
neceſſaries, without which life muſt be a bur- 


den. Thoſe I can and will procure for you. 
Are you a native of France ? | 


No. 

Of what country? 

A citizen of the world. 

Youare determined not to enlarge on your 
ſituation ? I am convinced you was not born 
in miſery, You have ſeen better das. 


I have, and he turned away, to hide the 2 
tears that rolled down his face. 
* . | 


a you to what little ſervice is Wi ag | 
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power. He drew out his purſe, and deſired 
his acceptance of the contents, 


He looked at the Colonel with an air of 
furpriſe ; but inſtantly returning the purſe, 
« Keep this,” ſaid he, © for ſome leſs, leſs 
wretched object, who feels only his poverty, 


© him thy gold will relieve. My miſeries are 


derived from other ſources, I feel no want 
but of internal peace. Reſtore me that, or 
all worldly comforts will be but aggrava- 
tions to my ſorrow.” AF 


Would to God I could. Your fitvation 
Pierces my ſoul: Horrible muſt have been 


» thoſe incidents, the remembrance. of which 
4 are ſo inſupportable! yet without arraigning 


te Juftice of your heavenly Judge. 


. Speak not of juſtice ! interrupted hell it is 
5 ae, 


7. "4 7 


T ben let me ſay His Mercy, withoup ifs 
bing his moſt weng 
| wp 
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you entertain a doubt of pardon? I am a 
young man, and, by my own imperſections, 


of a deſponding criminal, for, in my opinion 


ſerene Chriſtian, I have a friend ; - but hold, 


me; thou haſt ſent me conſolation in the day 
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the leſs capable of giving falutary advice. 
In me it is prefumption ; however, inſtead } 


this deſpondency is criminal, I hope to be 
the means of ſeeing you the joyful and 


are you a Proteſtant? 


Salty I am converſing with an angel; 
your voice has conveyed to my foul the 
founds of comfort. I am, I am a Proteſtant; 
bleſſed be the Almighty ; then falling fads 
denly on his knees, his poor withered hand 
extended to heaven, My God ! my Godt”: 
cried he out, © now I know thou wilt pardort | 


of my affliction. Never, never, will I again 
doubt thy mercies, O righteous Judge of 
F 1 

and my groans hath aſcended 3 
Fr Ler mf horrid critics Gel 3 
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in the depth of my * but let them 


be done away from thy ſight for ever.“ 


The Colonel who was inexpreſſibly affect- 
ed by thigfcene went and filled a glaſs of wine 
which he offered to the poor penitent, as 


"party 
| Herefuſcd it in theſe words. 


From the expreſſions you have heard 
me utter, moſt humane and generous ſtran- 
= ger, you may gueſs my crimes are not of a 

common. nature, and though my heart has 
through-your means admitted a ray of divine 
Hopes {ixteen. years a ftranger to that dark 


3 ſecure, my hope may increaſe, my penitence 
& never ſhall dimimſh, Pardon me then, dear. 


$ lr if 1 refuſe your well-meant requeſt, al. 
W ready. have 1 felt too horribly the effects & 
5 ee 


ſoon as he aroſe from his humble and devout | 


abode, yet never, never will my conſcience reſt 


9 
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firſt ſtep towards defruction, this wretched 
emaciated carcaſe, fuch as you now behold 
it, has been ſupported ſixteen years by bread 
and water; and unleſs. the effects of one 
crime, terrible to nature, could be recalled, 
will never know other ſuſtenance, here will 
I wait with lowly penitence till my merciful 
God recalls me from this vale of miſery. 


Colonel Fairfax was: quite unmanned, a 
tear of pity ſtarted. from his eyes, he took 
the poor wretch's hand, and was going to 
ſpeak of Dr. Harvey, to aſſure him what 
benefit he would receive under his direction, 
when at that moment the Doctor made his 
appearance. This worthy man betrayed 
even ſtronger marks of aſtoniſſimęnt than 
the Colonel had done before him, his eyes 
were fixed with the moſt lively expreſſion f 
horror, of compaſſion, of amazement, on the 
pale effigy of famine, who had thrown himſelf” . 
cg ground, and ſeemed relapſing into his! 
* gloomy er. | 
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eee e 
his friend alone of what had happened in 
his abſence, deſired he would go with him 
into the next room, and requeſted the ſtran- 
ger to wait their return where he was. 


He bowed his head in token of obedience, 
nud the gentlemen withdrew tbgether. 
As ſoon as they were cloſeted, Colonel 
Fairfax gave ſo pictureſque a deſcription of the 
manner in which he difcovered this object of 
miſery, and of the converſation which had 
paſſed between them, that the bare recital 
- - - cauſed ſtrong emotions in the breaſt of his 
© hearer, he threw himſelf into a chair, and 
pointing to 4 glaſs of water which ſtood on 
tte table, the Colonel gave it to him and he 
2 drank it off, then burſting into tears, « Thank 
God, ſaid he, for this relief ſixteen years 
20 -Juſt ſixteen W . 
nee, | Ss. 
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« Whatever are the crimes of this young 
man, replied the Colonel, ſo long, fo ſevere 


a penitence muſt have eraſed them from the 
eternal book of records. ' 


No doubt, nodoubt, my dearexcellentchild, 
but we muſt know what theſe crimes were. 
I am more concerned for this unfortunate 
victim than you can poffibly imagine: 1 
have ſuſpicions which want confirmation be- 
fore they can be divulged.- Alas! my child, 
it was not the wretchedneſs of his appear 
ance, but his features by which I was agi- 
tated, a ſomething in them which told me 
he and I were not unacquainted. If my ſuſ- 


picions are confirmed, of which at preſent 


F have only a faint hope, for time and miſ- 
fortune has left ſuch few traces of what he 
was, I ſay, if it ſhould happen, that I know 
this poor object of guilt, and repentance, he 
may ſtill be happy. But let us go to him, 
and; whoever he is, endeavour to conſole _ 
wand ſupport him; only do not, I intreat 
TY | it 
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*. n of you, call me by Sad te 
re 


kbey found him walking about the room 
> with an air of diſcompoſure, and as ſoon as 
_ he ſaw them enter, he deſired Colonel Fair- 
- fax that he might be diſmiſſed. 


I muſt comply with your requeſt, ſaid 

Ake, in a ſoothing voice, if you will not vo- 

lluntarily favour us with your company. 

E Already I feel myſelf intereſted in your 

E- happineſs: Can you then afford me no 

return to the friendſhip J ſincerely offer 
* | R 


| "He faid nothing ; he looked irreſolute, 
= arid ſeemed to avoid the doctorꝰ's ſcrutinizing 
eye, which followed him in all his motions. | 


My ſon, faid he, advancing towards him, 
= repoſe: ſome confidence in two people who 
_— arc dpoſcd to ſerve you. This gentleman 


- , 
89 
1 


= 
= 
+» . 
7. ; 
* 
=” 
\ _—_—_— 
| 


 . 


- DELBOROUGH FAMILY. of 


"or 
you are not quite a ſtranger to. You have”: 


- 


already witneſſed the benevolent humanity” 


of his ſentiments. He generouſly offers you 
his friendſhip, I am an old man, -and may 
communicate to you conſolation from the 
Holy Function with which I am honoured. 
Yours, as I am informed by this young gen- 
tleman, being a diſtreſs of conſcience. + 


In ſpeaking thus, the doctor had ſo to- 
tally altered the natural tone of his voice, 
that it was impoſſible to have diſcovered it, 


The ſelf-tormented wretch became more 
compoſed. He lifted up his eyes ; they were 


overflowing with grafitude, He faid* he 
could refuſe them nothing—promiſed to gra- 


tify their curioſity, but begged they would 
not inſiſt on his revealing two circumſtances, 
which he was determined to conceal. 


'T hey readily promiſed him this favours 
we waited” for the recital, particularly Dr. 
Harvey, 
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Harvey, with agaion nat. to be e 
prefled. 


They prevailed on him to take a chair, 
and, ſeating themſelves oppoſite, from which 
they might obſerve every turn in his coun- 
= tenance, he began, as may be found in the 

next Chapter. 


— 


A 
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c HAP. IX. 


HE two circumſtances which alone 

I wiſh to conceal, and which no earth - 
ly power ſhall - ever make me diſcover, 
is the name of my family, whoſe worth 1 | 
would be blaſted by its connexion. with fuch 
a monſter as myſelf, and the name of a2 
country which had the misfortune of giving 
birth to a . He ſtopped—the paſſage f 
his words was choaked—it was near a migyte d 
before he recovered his voice. rid ap- 
pellation! continued he, to defgVe3"1 it drives 4 
me to madneſs ! I cannot, cannot repeat the 
eden title which my actions have SOR 


= 
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— 9 


Gentlemen, I am well deſcended, my fa- 
ther he ſtarted with an air of phrenzy—how | 
dare I pronounce the awful name of father 
dear venerable ſhade, if thou art permitted 
to witneſs the horrors of my polluted ſoul, 


= forgive, forgive thy ſon! ! my crimes are 
terrible, but my repentance fervent. —O that 


the blood of this n body could waſh away 


. my ſtains!!! 


Pardon, bear with me, theſe expreſſions 
fe involuntarily, I muſt give them paſſage 


© for my heart will not contain them. 


** 


Both his auditors were nearly as much 
affected as the diſtreſſed penitent himſelf, 
the Doctor indeed partly concealed his emo- 
tions, for at that moment, when the young 
mea began to addreſs his ſupplication to his 
father's ſppit, he had covered hip ace with, 
ee Fe 


Y — «I wv 
— is o . 
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e deſerve tha good . NNN" 


„ PILBOROUGH -FAMILY. 9 


you, ſhould weep for and ſympathize with 
ae—yet let me humbly receive theſe teſti- 
monies of generous humanity as a heavenly 
cordial ſent by God himſelf, after ſixteen 
years experience of his divine and juſt ven- 
geance, all which time I have been a wretched 


wandefer on the face of the earth, an alien 


to my country, without friend, without mo- 
ney, without peace. 


I once was innocent and happy, but leaving 


the boſom of a tender parent—O gentlemen, 
ſuch a parent as mine, would to God you 
had known him ! you would then have ſeen 


the full extent of my guilt ; without knowing 


him you know but half my miſery.—I leſt 


him to finiſh an education which his paternal 


.carg had hitherto directed, I ſoon forgot his 


\ heaven: inſpired precepts, his more heavenly 
example, and made long ſtrides towards the 
attaiument of every criminal Gele, * 


* 28 5 a 
& pauſed, then 1 the 3 


Weh bad from the beginning ern 


r 
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L Wine deſtroyed my reaſon women 
inflamed my paſſions—thefe vices could not 

be indulged without expence I continually 
drew for more money than my unhappy fa- 

ther, unhappy in ſuch a ſon, could prudently 

| advance.. Alas! had he poſſeſſed the mines 
oſ Peru, even they would have been inſuffi- 
cient for my deteſtable purpoſes—raging with 

vice and determined not to relinquiſh my 
pleaſures, my firſt reſort was to the gaming 
table, want of ſucceſs made me deſperate— 


Mere large drops of ſweat ſtood on his 
4 +-forchead, nothing but the whites of his eyes 
1 * vere viſible, every feature was diſtorted, his 
whole frame trembled _ convulſive terror. 


: 
—_— 


2 Colonel Fairfax, the t tears ; ſtreaming 3 
bis Ace, caught hold of his hand, and begged 
him to drop the.concluſion of the ſtory — the 
good doctor could not t ſpeak, but his — 
f * aldi. | | 4 — pj 


be, 


DD oo on oe ons Ez a... NS 


PELBOROUGH FAMILY. 97. 


ec No, Sir, cried the wretched narrator, 
after wiping the ſwear from his face, this is 
one part of my penance, without this my 
puniſhment would not be complete—ſuffer 
me to proceed—let me act over the horrid 
deed again in imagination, that my ſoul may 
be releaſed by the ſtrength of her own feel- 
ings. —-O God! O God! if thou ſeeſt fit, let 


this poor , . 


conflicts. 


« ſaid I bought piſtols, you gueſs for 
what uſe they were intended---hold, hold my 
brain---(he put his hand to his forehead) — * 
it will do, cried he ; on my firſt accurſed 'ex- 
pedition, I rode up to a chaiſe, and without 
looking at the perſon in ir, clapt 2 piſtol 
through the glaſs, demanding the 
fame inſtant a crape which I worezon my 
face dropped off, ſtooping to take it from 
the door of the carriage, my eyes met thoſe 
of my father, who in all my vile courſes 1 
had never ceaſed to reverence, his well- 
Eno voice entered into my very ſoul.---My . 


1 F * ſon, N 


: 


. 
"a my ſon, was all I heard---guilt and horror 
| hook my whole frame, the piſtol diſcharged 
. and burſting, only took away my mur- 
derous hand, whilſt my father, my dear, dear 


Adder! 


Ar this period he was interrupted by a loud 
= groan ; and looking round him with terror in 
huis countenance ſaw the doctor fall back in his 
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, A 


dee III fated wretch, exclaimed TS ſhalt 
| thou deſtroy another innocent man !---is there 


| contagion in thy very breath! 


555. 


Fo Colonel rande who had flown to ſuppon 
| forgot the caution he had ſo lately 
from his friend, and cried out in an 
grief, ſtranger, thou haſt killed De. 


| ea fly for aſſiſtance. 


FX Altea of Going as he was deſired, he 
made but one ſtep to the oppoſite de of 
die room, * catching hold of the e; 


1 


if Dr. Harvey lived at Broomhall in Eſſex. 


2 cannon ball, and levelled him even with 


very ſlowly. 


returning ſenſes, was to inform his friend that 
he was a father, that the poor miſerable being 


from the burſting of the piſtol he had - Y 
> F 2 | recom 
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arm, demanded, in a voice ſcarce intelligible, 


An anſwer in the affirmative, aQtedalike - 
the earth. 


In the midft of aſtoniſhment and terror 
Colonel Fairfax ſtill preſerved his preſence 
of mind, he pulled the bell with vehemence, 
and diſpatched a meſſenger for a ſurgeon 
of eminence, the lifeleſs bodies he ſaw con- 
veyed to ſeparate rooms and immediately 
put to bed; the ſurgeon ſoon arrived, the 
bled them with . ſucceſs, and applying other 
remedies they both began to recover, though 


The firſt uſe Dr. Harvey unde of his C 


who had excited their compaſſion was his 
ſon, that having received only a contuſion 


* 
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recovered, and never after hearing any tidings 


ef his unhappy child, imagined he had fallen 


IF. facrifice to his inordinate vices, that he 


. n favor of his ſon, our Colonel felt the moſt 


” hadhimſclf ſpread abroad the report of his 


death, but as God Almighty, in his abundant 
goodneſs, continued the ' worthy old man, 


| has reſtored him to me ten thouſand times 


more amiable for his merciful chaſtiſements, 
my arms and heart ſhall be open to receive 
him ; as to the world, he being ſuppoſed 
to die abroad, their ſcruples may be eaſily 


removed, without impeaching his former 


character. I confeſs, my good friend, tears 


-plencifully ſtreaming down his face, this pro- 


digal fon, this glorious penitent, I think a 
greater honor to his father than if he never 


had offended, it is true, nothing can be leſs 


difficult than keeping the ſtraight path of 
honor, but let a fond parent boaſt that few 
who have entered, ſo far as he had done, the 
way to perdition, could return the wiſer, aal. 


beer for bis trials. 


Charnied with the good man's expreſſons 


: 
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krely ſatisfaftion, but obſerving him too 
deeply affected by dwelling on the ſubject 
of his deviation from, and his return to * * 
he endeavoured to give the converſation 
ſomething of a turn leſs intereſting, by ex- il 
prefling his furpriſe that Mr. Harvey had 
not diſcovered his father on their firſt meet» 
ing. | 


« I muſt account to you for that, replied 
the Doctor; ſince our ſeparation I have had 
the ſmall pox, which diſorder has totally 
changed my features, and, together with the 
many ſeams ſtill remaining, made it almoſt 

impoſſible for him to recolle& me, I was 

afraid, notwithſtanding this alteration. and ſo 

long an abſence, that he might have ſome 

faint idea of my perſon. or my voice, and 1 

altered the latter, the more effeftually to 
deceive him.“ f 


7 As he ſpoke thus the door opened, be ſaw 
his ſon on his knees, not daring to approach, 
he: __ him ſay, my father, O my father! | 
Ep | F 3 Here 
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Here we muſt drop the curtain---ſuch a 
mixture of grief, joy---tears, ſmiles---peni- 
tence, forgiveneſs---gratitude and tenderneſs, - 
as Cs ſcene afforded, may make an excellent 
ohio of the paſſions, but without abilities for 
drefling them to advantage, we ſhould only 
{poll the ingredients. 
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THE, fortunate diſcovery in our laſt BA, 
ter, which had made Doctor Harvey 
a joyful and happy father, prolonged their 
ſtay in Paris five days, in which time, by the 
aſſiſtance of nouriſhing food, together - with 
the delightful ſenſations he experienced on 
finding his father till living, and being re- 
ſtored to his tendereſt love, had ſuch an ef. 
fett on Mr. Harvey, that his ſtrength and | 
ſpirits viſibly increaſed ; his perſon alſo under- - 
went alterations ſtill more favourable by the 
aid of a neat ſuit of cloaths, with every other 
neceſſary part of dreſs which was immediately - 
proyided for him, and at the ſame time he 
13 Fd + parted 


N 
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parted with thoſe appendages of woe which 
had contributed to give him the moſt ſavage- 
like appearance. 


He was not acknowledged by his real 
name in France, and the facetious landlord 
readily believed the good fortune of Wild 
Robin entirely proceeded from the charitable 
. achnations of the two Engliſh gentlemen. 
Doctor Harvey and his fon regarded Colonel 
Fairfax as an inſtrument, by the will of God, 
who had reſtored them to each other, the 
former embraced and bleſſed his friend, now 
 dearer to him than ever, the latter watered 
the hands of his preſerver with unfeigned 
drops of grateful ſenſibility : His manly heart 


elt a pleafing pride” in the accidental part he 


bore in the felicity of a perſon to whom he 
| owed, if poſſible, more than filal obligations; 
ke likewiſe felt no ſmall degree of joy to ſee 
the moſt miſerable object his eyes had ever 
| beheld, teſtored to happineſs; he returned 
their acknowledgments with all that warmth 


©. of rendernefs they expreſſed in befſtowing 
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them; he aſſured the Doctor he had always 
regarded him as a father, and that his ſon. 


ſhould ever command a brother's ſhare. in his 
affections. 


Delight and ſatisfaction gladened the old 


man's features; Now, now, ſaid he, Bleſſed 


be the Almighty, the meaſure of my joy is 
full, it can receive no addition; my ſon, turn- 


ing to Mr. Harvey, My dear Harry, re- 


- 


ceive this offer. of fraternal friendſhip nde 


immediate gift of heaven. 


I bluſh, Sir, at a own unworthineſs, 
he replied, it covers me with conſuſion I 
know not how to receive rewards here I fo, 
juſtly. deſerve puniſhment---your unhoped for- 
goodneſs to a guilty, but repentant ſen- ho-? 


can I expreſs my feelings---my heart, gene 
Tous Colonel Fairfax, expanded by duty, is 

open to the impreſſions of friendſhip, I em- 
brace with reſpect the invaluable, giſt you. 


_ {condeſcend to offer me, and ſenſibly feel the 
honour you confer---With what tranſports of 
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gratitude ſhall I dedicate the reſt of my days 
to my God, my father, and my friend. 


Your wife and children too, I hope, my 


dear Harry, interrupted Dr. Harvey, with 


a ſmile of paternal love, your beſt . are 
to ores 


Indeed, I flatter myſelf they are, my dear 


Sir, replied he, kiſſing his father's hand, or 
n dark and dreary would be my proſpects 
sto a wife; he ſighed deeply once I might 
” + have been happy; if I ſhould ever again 
| think of a wife, I muſt endeavour to make 


myſelf deſerving the affections of a virtuous 
woman; hitherto my connexions have been 
with the moſt vicious of that ſex ; yet in the 
days of my innocence, I have known hat 
it was to love in ſecret one of the moſt amia- 


* of then, | 


"37 We hare given. our readers, as nah of 


this converſation as may convince them that 


_ the ſonof Dr. Harvey, through a * 
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of abject miſery and deſpair, had preſerved a 
delicacy of ſentiment that cannot, at all 
times, be found in men who have never 
eſtranged themſelves from the world, or 
e from the paths of honour. 


4 


N . can be more obvious or * 
illuſtrated by a thouſand ancient as well as 
modern examples than this obſervation, that 
men of the ſtrongeſt underſtandings and moſt 
violent paſſions, have been ever more liable 
to capital errors than the effeminate petit 
maitre, or plodding philoſopher, the pedantic: 
| ſcholar or the phlegmatic indolent politician ;, 
none of theſe can attain a higher character 
than that of being negatively ipoffenſive, 
whilſt the man who has aſſiſted his paſſions ta- 
conquer his underſtanding can never know: 
any mediocrity, he muſt either give up his. 
name to eternal infamy,. or he muſt, before 
it is too late, by a noble exertion. of his fa- 
culties,, by quitting the fide of paſſion, and 
liſting under the banners of. reaſon, eſtabliſh a 
| 5 glorious reputation. oo: 
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i Mt. Harvey had in his juvenile days offend- 


ed againſt his natural judgment, trampling 


on all laws. public and ſocial ; yet we hope a 
penitence ſo great, ſo uncommon as that to 


which he voluntarily ſubmitted, will intitle 


him, in the opinion of our humane and ſenſible 


readers, to the honours of the latter character. 
Further, we beg leave to obſerve, that the 


reaſon why we have omitted the relation given 
by this gentleman to his father, and Colonel 


Fairfax, of the laſt ſixteen years of his liſe, is 


Fairfax's having either ſeen or heard any 
, thing further from the Marquis d' Stanville's 


3 
= 


- really no other than what ariſes from a con- 


fideration of our reader's ſenſibility, ſuch a 
ſeries of horrors and diſtreſſes as his vagabond 
ſtate was attended with, would only ſerve to 


moiſten their eyes, afflit their breaſt with the 


too painful ſenſations of compaſſion, and add 
og to the 1 ory of our biſtory. 


Our et left Paris without can 


. family ; St. Meara often drew a ſigh from 
is boſon, but it br got an emecſe 
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he regretted her partiality to himſelf, which 
| had all along been but too viſible ; he wiſhed _ 
her happineſs with the ſame fervent ardovr 
that he would have wiſhed it to his ſiſter; 
there was bur one way in which he would not 
have aſſiſted her to promote it, and that was 
perhaps the only one which would have proved 
effectual; his inclinations were averſe, and it 
was likewife inconſiſtent with his ſtrict notions, 
of honour, by unmeaning gallantry, to en- 
courage a paſſion in her breaſt which he was# 
incapable of returning, and which could not 
fail of being attended with diſagreeable con- 
ſequences ; this was his mode of-reaſoning, 


and we cannot here avoid W our per- 4 


fect approbation. a * 


Wich ſentiments ſuch as theſe, and a heart 
perfectly at liberty, he landed at Dover, and 
being informed by letters from his ſiſter, that 
ſhe was removed from the houſe of her late 

benefactor, to chat of Mrs. Edwin, he purſued 

- his rout towards Eſſex, accompanied by his 

e friendspwho lived in the neighbourhood © | 
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Edin Place. At the diſtance only of about 
- half a mile they parted, with a promiſe from 
Doctor Harvey and his ſon, that they would 
ſee him the next morning, when they intended 
paying their reſpects to Mrs. Edwin, ſhe be- 
ing a great favourite of wag Doctor's, but Mr. 
| Harvey not having heard his father mention 
her by any other name, thought himſelf en- 


tirely unknayn to her, and conſented to the 
viſt, in compliance with the. old gentleman's 


* drequeſt. 


Me have ſaid that Mrs. Edwin was a great 
favourite of the Doctor's, we muſt now ſay, 
that in return ſhe almoſt reverenced him; for 
a number of years the ſtricteſt intimacy had 
been preſerved without interruption between 
her father and the worthy divine, many of her 
infantine days were very agreeably paſſed in 

a thouſand innocent amuſements with his ſon 

| before he was ſent on the purſuit of knowledge, 
in which purſuit fatally miſtaking the object, 
he loſt what was eh more R him 
| n life ieſell, - +: - * 
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They were very near of the ſame age; and 


* 
4- - : 
* 0 


* 


that childiſh fondneſs they on all occaſions be- a 


trayed for each other, was improving very 
faſt into the /moſt ſerious paſſion, when the 
ſeparation, deſtructive to his peace, unfortu- 
nately followed —ſhegceived the account of 
his death with a thouſand artleſs expreſſions of 
grief, and profuſely mingled her tears with 
thoſe of his wretched father, who laboured 
in ſecret under a load of hidden rows, his 
pangs were a million times m 


excruciating 


than any which ever tore the breaſt of pater= * 


nal love at the diſſolution of an only child. 


It was ſeven years aſter the ſuppoſed death 
of Mr. Harvey, that Miſs Mariana Edmonds 
gave her hand to Mr. Edwin, more in com- 
plaiſance to Sir James, than her own inclina- 
tions —her eldeſt ſiſter had long before been 
diſpoſed of by her father to Mr. Dormer, a 
man of good fortune and good character, nor 


was his other ſon-in-law of inferior reputation, "2 
but in point of eſtate had a cogſiderable ad- 
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Mrs. Dormer was ſtill a wife, Mrs. Edwin 
had been a widow three years, and during 
that time made no progreſs towards a change 
of ſituation—with a jointure of ſeven hundred 
pounds, and a lega of twenty thouſand, 
„Which her huſband led her at his death, ſhe , 


ſupported that elegance and hoſpitality in the 
country fur which 127 had always been diſtin- 


guiſhed. 1 
Emely Fairfax enjoyed ſo large a ſhare of 


baer affection, that ſhe never parted with her, 
ee. ven ona viſit to Mrs. Dormer, without regret, 


nor ever left her behind with that lady a weck 
or ten days, which ſhe las ſometimes done 
at her ſiſter's requeſt, but ſhe longed for the 
moment of her. return with a mother's im. 
patience. | 


Mrs. Edwin was at this time thirty-four,, 
and till a remarkable handſome woman, a 
cheerful flow of ſpirits, uninterrupted health, 
and a benevolent mind, gave her the appear- 

ance of being no more than five or ſi and. 
| twenty 
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twenty, yet as Miſs Fairſax was but ſeventeen, 
we do not think the maternal appellation we 
have had recourſe to, will be Judged | inap- 
plicable. 


Sir * Edmonds, as a mark of his re- 
gard for Emely, had bequeathed her five 
hundred pounds, the reſt of his fortune came 
to a diviſion between his. two daughters, who 
vied with each other in beſtowing the moſt 
valuable preſents on his and their beloved 


charge; in ſhort, by their generoſity from, 


poſſeſſing nothing, ſhe ſoon became miſtreſs 
of no deſpicable fortune, but of this change ſhe 
had never acquainted her brother, atthe earneſt 
requeſt of her benefactreſſts, who, with true 
benevolence, wiſhed to avoid his acknow- 
ledgments on that occaſion. h ei Bw 


We ſhall now return more particularly to 
the Colonel. He was received with the p 
liteſt welcome by the friend of his ſiſter, by 
Emely herſelf with tranſports of joy; Which 
| Lol additional charms to the brilliancy of her 


Cw” 
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complexion, and a more ftriking ver to 
* fineſt 1K in the word. WP r 
c 


„Her brother was agfeeably ſurpriſed at 
finding an improvement where he imagined 
there was not the leaſt poſſible room for im- : 
provement ; he thought her the moſt/finiſhed Ii © 
'#ereature of her ſex when he left: England, but t 
his heart, at this interview, fondly acknow- t 
ledged ſhe had gained conſiderable advantages 
by exchanging the lovely girl for the beauti- 
ful woman. Her height was commanding; 
her elegant perſon modelled: by the finger of 
proportion, her movements graceful. Be- 
— Holding her with the partiality of a brother, 
what muſt have been his ſentiments, indeed 
they were inexpreſſible - he looked at her 
with” love, with joy, with | aſtoniſhment, he 
fell into a profound thoughtfulneſs, his eyes 
| * rivetted on e e 


3 555 ation 05d Mi Fakes, 06 
= his hand, you look grave, I hope no part of 
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my conduct in your abſence has given you 
-— 


* 


Far from it, Emely, ſtarting from his 
reverie, your own good ſenſe, the example 
of the ladies who have honoured you with 
their protection, would make it impoſſible 
that a ſingle idea ſhould intrude to your diſ- 
advantage—no Emely, my ſilence proceeds 
from pleaſure, I am not a vain fellow, and 
yet let me tell you, I am very Joe's of my 
ſiſter, 


Indeed you have reaſon, replied Mrs, 
Edwin, ſmiling, I will allow you the firſt 
place in her heart, but give me leave to in- 
form you, Colonel, the ſecond is already 
beſpoke. | 


I Know no-body, ſaid Emely, who can 
have a better title to it (my brother u—_— | 
than ** perſon you mean to i 


Thet words were anita yy * 
moſt 
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. grateful look, directed to Mrs. Edwin, 
which made the Colonel hope, what he greatly 
B wiſhed, thar he had no male rival in the af. 

ſections of his ſiſter; to be more convinced 
1 on this eſſential point, he aſked her, laugh- 
= ing, if ſhe had no favoured lover, for whom 
ſhe made ſome reſerve? or, if her heart was 
really and truly divided by himſelf and the 
* lady, who had an undoubted right to a very 


principal ſhare ? 


Not entirely, with a very grave air, was 
| 2 her — 


. ſo 

4 * Take care, Emily, (Mrs. Edwin ſaid) do : 

= S i 

Y _ diſconcerted. 151 8 

Can Lever forget the thouſand obligations I 0 

owe Mrs, Dormer? Is it poſſible for Mu to 4 
believe me ungtateful! ? Surely then, you 
cannot / be angry, if my heart is not divided 

* as my brother had carved ou F 

WI 


Bur you forget my a Emehy, 1 


= 
i 
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aſked if you had no lover to divide your 
affections ? 


Lover, brother, pray what kind of a 
creature is that? with a pretended ſim- 
plicity, which made them laugh heartily: an 
exotic, I ſuppoſe, as I have never met with 
any of the kind in my country rambles, or 
perhaps it is an animal that cannot exiſt in our 
pure air, and is only to be met with in great 
towns and' foggy capitals. 


Pleaſed that ſhe could treat the ſubject with 
ſo much raillery, as it confirmed the freedom 
of her inclinations, the Colonel replied, If I 
Vas to fall into your whim, and endeavour 
to delineate a lover, faith, I have had ſo little 
experience, that I ſhould not know where to 
begin or end the picture, Then let the taſk 
be mine, ſaid Mrs. Edwin, obſervation has 
ſtood me in the ſtead of experience. ; 


A lover, Child, continued ſhe, turning to 
Emely, is a kind of phantom, he glides about 
with folded arms, has a ghoſtly appearance, 


. 


ty 


a 2B you for this profanation. He will never reſt, 


humour, and cheerfulneſs, that. it Was late 
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- + and never ſtays long in the ſame place; to- 
day he lives on the ſmiles of one miſtreſs, to- 
morrow he is at the feet of another; he's 
1—— killed, but nevet dies, not · that 
I would have you underſtand he is immortal, 
1 feeds entirely on ſighs, one tender glance 
tom his adorable, tranſports him to madneſs, 
a a frown has exactly the ſame effect, and 
throws him into a phrenzy of deſpair. 


© ' 
— I 


very well, madam, cried. Colonel Fairfax, 
the vengeance of love himſelf will overtake 


4 6 depend on it, till he has made you the ten- 
* of his votaries. ; 


1 have ſer his Lodſhip at defiance, replied 
ſhe, laughing, he has more wiſdom than to 
waſte this darts on thirty. our, that, thank 


| an, is my ſecurity, - 


p — — Ks ac - 


| Emely coincided i in her brother's opinion, 
and the evening ſlid: away with {6 much good 


before they thought of retiring for the night 
a WES: } - 
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neglected very particular inquiries after the 
good Doctor; they were informed, that he 
would breakfaſt with them the next morning, 
but nothing paſſed relative to Mr. Harvey on 
this head; the Colonel obſerved a profound 


ſilence, in compliance with a requeſt which 
he had received from the father of that gen- 


tleman, in order that he might conſult his 
pillow before the diſcovery of his or was 
made to the two ladies. 


No ſooner did Colonel Fairfax find him- 
ſelf alone, than he again fell into the ſame 
pleaſing train of ideas, which his ſiſter had 
once before interrupted during the evening. 
As we ſuppoſe our readers will not be unin- 
tereſted in his cogitations, we ſhall here ex- 
hibit the ſubject of them in as conciſe a man- 


ner as, poſſible, and then conclude our 


| zl 


His firſt emotions on beholding the lovely 
* were thoſe of ſurpriſe and 8 ; 
he 


*s | . 
2 


>. . 
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4 he gazed at her charms with fraternal rapture, 


he liſtened to her converſation conveyed in 
accents ofharmony with approving tranſport— 


' .the more he gazed or liſtened, the more was 


he engaged in a train of reflections on her 


ſituation— the ſmallneſs of that fortune which 


it was in his power to beſtow, would but 


4 barely place her above the reach of poverty; 


- F * * * x” TY I * "_ 0 O 
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whereas, by the ſuperior beauties of her mind 
and perſon, it was evident, at leaſt to him, 


. that ſhe would do honour to the moſt exalted 
ſphere of life—he was by nature poſſeſt of 


that eligible kind of ambition, without which 
a young man can never hope to make a ſhin- 


ing figure in the world. His profeſſion, in- 


ſtead of depreſling, had contributed to inflame 
this early love of honourable atchievements, 
was it then at all to be wondered at, that he 
conſidered his ſiſter's advancement with 


che ſame degree of ſanguine expectation as 


he had experienced on his own account? 
was it ſurpriſing that a man who would have. 


thought himſelf miſerable, had he Bete en 


cluded from a view of riſing to the higheſt 
: 1 = 5 | | 
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eminence of his crofeilon, ſhould feel bs 
ſelf i in a ſtate of anxiety on ſeeing a poſlibi- 
liry that a beautiful and accompliſhed ſiſter 
might waſte her youth in obſcure retirement? 
Was it not extremely natural, that in ſuch a 
caſe he ſhould employ the whole bent his 


thoughts to remedy the threatened difad- 
vantage ? 


Amongſt a thouſand ſchemes, which were 
no ſooner planned than rejected, the laſt 
which offered was that of an immediate re- 
conciliation with Lady Dorothy Petting. His 
fertile imagination exulted in the pleaſing = 
proſpe&, he determined no cordial advances 
on his ſide ſhould be wanting to accompliſh © _ 
the deſirable event—Notwithſtanding her la- 
dyſhip's former diſpleaſure, he had very little 
doubt but his attempt would be ſucceſsful. 

In idea he already faw his beloved Emely 
under the protection of her aunt, and that 

aunt a wornan of quality and fortune, who had if 

once before ſignified the moſt gracious inte 
tions in their favour—In idea he went ſtill 
© VOL... 'G fatther, 


«a2. 
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Father, he faw the old lady partially fond of 


ber amiable niece, he faw his fiſter loaded 


with her favours, and he alſo Taw her united 
2 tg a hobleman, even more eminent for his 


= his nobility. 


"Theſe waking Wenn were all mighty 
ſanguine, but dreaming may be pleaſant, if 
not profitable, and as it ſerved to amuſe our 
Colonel, pray, gentle reader, let him dream 


y on unmoleſted; haſt thou never experien- 


ced chat the flights of imagination are of- 
ten attended” with more delightful ſenſa- 
tons than we even feel at the completion of 
a favourite project? If thou anfwereſt in the 
- affirmative, then art thou alſo as great a vi- 

fionary as Colonel Fairfax, and durſt not, 
Wich the ludicrous burſt of ridicule, laugh at 
kim for his ideal happineſs. 
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RS. Edwin, Emely, and her brother 
were no ſooner aſſembled at che tea 


able, than the latter, in purſuance of the 
ſcheme he had ſo wiſely concerted the 


evening before, aſked Miſs Fairfax if ſhe, 
ſhould have . any objection to ſpending the 
approaching winter in London, | 


She looked with. a delighted ſurpriſe, and 
aſſured him ſhe had no objection in the world, 
except that of parting from her dear and ya- 
—_— c 


Are -you realy enden Golonl, aſked 
; G.2 Mrs. 


- 
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Mrs. Edwin, to deprive me of a companion 
who is of the utmoſt 3 to my 
_- 


N ot, madam, he replied, unleſs after you 
1 © have heard my motives for propoſing it, you 
> ſhould ablolutely approve them. 


That is perfectly polite, and as I do not 
fear of a plan to counteract yours, I beg you 
will ſpeak freely; Emely too ſeemed. all 
impatience to have this ſudden, though not 
unpleaſing propoſal of her brother's, account. 


ed for. 
FIG. 4 
2 . Her turioſity was immediately ſatisfied. 
| 7 
4 \ HY * Afrer the innumerable a he con- 
I 8 inued, conferred on myſelf and fiſter by Sir 


James Edmonds, and his amiable family, not 
to repoſe an entire confidence in them, would 
be ſinning againſt gratitude, I ſhall therefore 
have no concealment in laying my affairs be- 
ſore Mrs. Edwin, ſhe alone ſhall be judge 
. s 
A fee ! 
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and corrector of my intentions. She ſmiled 
and bowed, he proceeded: 


My aunt, madam, Lady Dorothy Petting, 
in the life-time of your father, expreſſed a 
deſire that Emely might reſide with her, and 
in that caſe promiſed largely at her death; 1 
had my reaſons for declining her ladyſhip's 
requeſt ar that time, and even for concealing 

it from our beſt friends. I knew Sir James 
could not part with his ward, and not feel 4 
the ſeparation.——How ſtrongly does this par- 
tiality reflect honour on you, my dear ſiſter? ' 

I likewiſe knew, that had he been made ac- 
quainted with the offer I received from Lady _ 
Dorothy, he would have reſigned her, per- 2 2 
haps, to the prejudice of that eaſe and cheer- * 2 
fulneſs ſo neceſſary at a certain time of l * N 
d which he was happily arrived. # | " 4 
Ir ME 
ot The ladies handkerchicfs were applied to. A 
Id wipe away ſome officious tears which ſtarted 


re to che memory of an affectionate Ether, a F 
Kid and generous benefactor, WIE 3 ee, 4 | 
f : G 3 Mrs * 
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„ Mrs. Edwin would have ſpoke to expreſs 
ber thanks, for the inſtance the Colonel had 
given of uncommen and diſintereſted atten- 
tion, but he perceiving her deſign, prevent- 
x ed it by continuing the converſation, 


|  _ Her ladyſhip, ſaid he, was ſo exaſperated 
t not having her requeſt complied with, that 
| _ the would not ſee me when I waited on her 
before I left England, nor even condeſcend 
to take the ſmalleſt notice of two letters 
which I'wrote her in my abſence, one from 
France, the other from Italy. Notwithſtand- 
ing theſe: forbidding: appearances, I make no 
g doubt, was ſhe once to ſee my ſiſter, her 
rveſentment would give place to more laudable 
ſentiments, an event which, for Emely's ſake, 
I ÞF heartily wiſh may be accompliſhed—My 
fortune is very limited—what is in my power 
to do ſhall not be neglected, but ſurely, my 
—y my confced c will 


admit. 


r 
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to ſilence, when my heart is even burſting 
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a command ſo noble, ſaid the Colonel, the | 
obligations which I have witneſſed your re- 


do my nr, or increaſe my 
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Indeed, my dear affectionate brother, ſaid 
Emely, interrupting him, I am a 8 girl 
than you imagine. 


Huſh, child, cried Mrs. Edwin, if you 
love, and would oblige me, never mention. 
the mere trifles that haye paſſed berween 
us. 


And, will-yau always, madam, nal me 


with gratitude. 


Shew i it then, my dear girl, by 0 
in this one reſpect with my humour. . 


4 


Lou cannot refuſe to ſubmit obedjently, to 


ceiving, are abundantly ſufficient to make me - 
the moſt obliged and grateful of men, erg 
I permit ga know more, it could not add 


64 Upon 
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Upon my word, Sir, replied Mrs. Edwin, 
I have no other claim to the honour of your 
good opinion, than a very tender affection 
for your ſiſter; pray, therefore, let us drop 
tie ſubject. Well, Colonel, have you any 


thing further to propoſe in regard to your 
London expedition ? , 


Nothing, madam, except that, with your 
permiſſion, I intend to give Lady Dorothy 
another letter, and if the anſwer ſhould be 
favourable— 


To take away my Emely, (interrupting 
—— 7 


You khow the conditions—your conſent 
. determines her deſtination. 

I cannot help thinking you are a very ex- 
- traordinary creature, to ſuppoſe I will part 


I T have done, madam, 2 
1 


7 / 
- 
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There is no neceſſity for that either; I 


told you I ſhould find a plan to counterat 


yours—l flatter myſelf, Emely will have no 
objection to remain under my protection in 
London, at leaſt till the happy reconciliation 
is affected; then for her intereſt will I reſign 
my charge, but poſitively not to any Lady 
Dorothy in the world will I give her up, who 
does not love my dear girl as much as ſhe 


deſerves. 


This friendly declaration was received by 
the Colonel with ſuch heart- felt acknowledge- 
ments of joy and ſatisfaction, as convinced 
her ſhe had made him perfectly happy —as for 
Emely, her delighted ſenſations were differ- 
ently expreſſed, actions as well as words ſpoke 
the feelings of her grateful heart, ſhe threw 
her lovely arms about the neck of Mrs. Ed- 
win, and, with the moſt engaging energy, 
proteſted, thar, in whatever ſtation Providence 
ſhould place her, half her time, at leaſt, ſhould: ' 
be always dedicated to the n of 
ber deareſt friend. 


65 
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MN. Edwin, lied eee 
ſenſibility, promiſed ſhe would write that very 
day to an acquaintance ſhe had in town, for 
immediately providing a houſe proper for 

their reception; at the ſame time ſhe adviſed 
| the Colonel not to addreſs his aunt by letter, 
tze ſucceſs of that being doubtful, but rather 

w attend her in perſon, as their ſtay in the 
| Country would be ſhort, to which he readily 
= ed. ; 


Doctor Harvey juſt then made his appear- 
unce, and was moſt affectionately received by 
the ladies. Colonel Fairfax, after the firſt 
- compliments were over, laid their new pro- 
jeected ſcheme before him for his approba- 
tion. Having liſtened with attention, and 
being preſſed e e og 
"owing reply + Res. 


1 bot E 
** chem highly prudent ; your duty, as 
Well as Merci, makes them almoſt indiſpen- 

ible; if I may be allowed che honour uf tob- 


* 
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lowing this good lady's example, looking at 
Mrs. Edwin, I ſhall be happy to attend you: 
one lodging, Colonel, will ſerve you and I, 
then too I ſhall have an opportunity of grati- 
fying my ſon's curioſity, who has never yet 
viſited that metropolis ; I am ſure Harry's 
inclinations will never be expreſſed in contra- 


diction to thoſe of his father. 


Our Colonel ſmiled, this being the firſt 
time Mr. Harvey's name had been mentioned 
before the ladies, who looked on each other 
with an air of ſurpriſe, and Mrs. Edwin be- 
ing no longer able to contain her emotions, 
cried out in a voice of eager heſitation, Good 
God! Dr. Harvey, what do I hear? Tou 
ſpeak of a ſon—you call him Harry—you 


fay you are a father] thought—I thought | 
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4A And is it true—can it be poſſible—is it in 
nature he ſhould ſtill be living? 


Nothing can be more true than that my 
fon, through the infinite mercies of God, my 
- . worthily beloved ſon is reſtored to the arms 
bol his father—he waits only your permiſſion, 
madam, to pay his reſpects to yourſelf and 


— 


I cannot, I wiſh not, to diſbelieve you Sir, 
= yet a miracle alone could have produced this 
=_— unexpected event. Where has he been? 
What occaſioned a filence of ſo 80 many 

| — 


The Doctor, who held a lie in abſolute 
-abhorrence, could not avoid ſecing the ne- 
=  cefſity of an evaſion, and replied, that he was 
not at liberty to give the particulars of his 
ſonẽ's unfortunate ſtory, but that he ſhould not 
ſcruple to inform her a very ſingular and un- 
happy accent, in which he ſuffered the loſs 
era hand, had driven him a voluntary exile 


\ 
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from his friends and country, and by a ſtrange 
fatality of various circumſtances, he might 
| poſſibly never have returned, if he had not 
met him unexpectedly abroad a thouſand 
times more deſerving, and conſequently more 
dear to him than ever. 


Notwithſtanding the inſatiable curioſity of 
women, ſhe ſeemed entirely ſatisfied with the 
Doctor's relation, but turning to Colonel 
Fairfax, I cannot forgive you, faid ſhe, for 
concealing this intereſting diſcovery from us 
fo long; why not have truſted us with the 
ſecret laſt night. | 


Becauſe I would not rob my good friend of 
2 pleaſure to which he has a ſuperior title. 


Well, well, anſwered ſhe, you have an 
excellent method of bringing yourſelf off— 
but dear Doctor Harvey, did you not pro- 
miſe us the company of your ſon ? It is eigh- - 
teen years ſince we laſt parted—we are yery 
"or friends——I ſhall be happy at ſceing him i 
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re, 
moment to Broomhall. 


« That trouble is undeceſſary, Madam ; 1 
will produce him in leſs time; ſaying which 
he left the room, but returned the ſame in- 
ſtant not unattended.” 


To give his ſon an agreeable ſurpriſe, to 
try alſo if time had effaced from his memory 
the features of his old acquaintance, he had 
not told him any thing more of the Lady 
than her name; her merits, and her for- 
tune, ſo that he was quite unprepared for 
the warm and friendly | Joy with which Mrs, 
Edwin advanced to receive him. He gazed 
on ber face for a mament, then looking at 
his father, at her, and at Colonel Fairfax, by 
rag, © Am I not miſtaken?” cried, he; 
n it be Mariana, my dear, my ever dear 
1 Maſs Edmonds! ? 


e Indeed,” i 
\Marians who parted from you eighteen 
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years ago with regret, meets you now with 
more farisfaftion than ſhe can well expreſs.” 


« Heavenly Goodneſs !”* ſaid by embracing. 
her with the affection of a brother, « O 
what ideas do the ſight of you recal to my 
memory ! Happy, happy moments that we 


ſpent together! 


Mrs. Edwin looked aſſent, Her eyes - 


ſparkled with pleaſure ; but caſting them ac- 
cidentally on his vacant arm, they gliſtened 


with the tender tear of compaſſion. To hide 


a ſenſation, the cauſe of which ſhe knew, if 
diſcovered, would give him pain, ſhe haſtily 


turned to Emily, ſaying, with a ſmile, — 


Come, Miſs Fairfax, let me introduce you 
to the companion of my youth.” 


He ſaluted his triend's ſiſter with great 
politeneſs ; but his looks, his thoughts, his 
wahle attention, was fo rivetted on another 

object, that we may venture to affirm, at the 
| iuſtant when his lips touched the W 


of 


4 
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of beauty, it would have been difficult for 
him to tell whether Emily moſt reſembled 2 
Meduſa or a Venus. 


Our reader may be apt to form a too 
- Haſfly concluſion from this interview. If he 
does, and afterwards finds himſelf diſappoint- 
ed, the fault is all his own. Love has never 
been mentioned by us. We meant only to 
dedicate this ſhort ſcene to friendſhip. 


Mrs. Edwin kept her viſitors to dinner. 


The day was ſpent in perfect harmony and 


good humour. Every body was pleaſed with 
- themſelves and with each other; even Mr. 
Harvey (to the infinite joy of his father) 
ſeemed to have forgot his paſt misfortunes, 
and to feel the full extent of his preſent hap- 


pineſs. A certain melancholy, which, not- 


L withſtanding his utmoſt endeavours to ſup- 
press, in the preſence of Doctor Harvey and 
Colonel Fairfax, had hitherto obſcured, in a 
great degree, his ſhining qualifications ; di- 
_—_ that, the polite n the ? 


— 
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elegant ſcholar, the entertaining companion, 
broke out in full luſtre. His perſon too 
received equal advantages from the ſame 
ſource. The powerful workings of his mind 
had always the moſt viſible effect on a coun- 
tenance remarkably expreſſive. When he 
conſidered himſelf in the character of a Par- 
ricide, the furies ſeemed to have lighted up 
their torches at his eyes, and the moſt horri- 
ble deſpair was ſtamped on every feature. 
Providence ſnatched him from perdition. 
His tears had blotted out his many crimes, 
and in the boſom of a father he already ex- 
perienced that divine hope of peace and par- 
don, which is mercifully promiſed as the 
reward of penitence. It was this heavenly. 
ray that ſhone upon his benighted mind, and 
drove from thence the terrific phantom of 
defpandency ; the furies fled from his eyes, 
deſpair evacuated his features, and left them 
glowing with the benign warmth of its con- 
queror. | | 


The 
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The evening was far adyanced before their 
pleaſed and hoſpitable entertainer would, by 
any, means, conſent that the Doctor and, Mr. 
Hatvey ſhould ſeparate themſelves from the 
company, and then ordered her chariot to 
convey them home, the latter, as ſhe could 
cally perceive, being very weak, very. ema- 
ciated, and apparendy ſuffering, from a too 
great exertion of ſpirits in his ſhare of that 
dais converſagion, She inſiſted on their re- 

turn the. following morning, and every other 
- whilſt ſhe continued in the country. Atrend- 
ing them ta the next room, ſhe held out her 
hand to the poor invalid, ſaying, in a voice 
of the moſt ſoothing tenderneſs, Remem- 
ber my commands: I ſee you to-morrow z 
= fox God's ſake take care of your health. 


Nile preſſed the hand ſhe had given him 

tis hips, and was going to ſpeak ; but ſhe. 
baſtily drew. it away, though not with any 
token of diſpleaſure, and, by a cordial look, 


"wiſhing him a good night, ſhe haſtened back 


ta her company. - _— 
Before 


* 
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' Before they parted it was unanimouſly 
' agreed, that the Ladies ſhould go in a few 
days to take leave of Mrs. Dormer, previous 
to their London journey ; and the Colonel, 
who, on mature deliberation, thinking the 
ſmalleſt delay might be of dangerous conſe- 
quence in the preſent mode of his affairs, ſaid 
that he would attend them thither, and from 
thence ſet out immediately for town, to pave 
a way for his ſiſter's reception from Lady 
Dorothy. No objection could be ſtarted to 
ſo juſt a propoſal, and, ſeparating in the 
height of good humour, they. retired .. ta 
their different — full of * thauſang 
ſanguine e 
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FAR x the next morning Mrs. Edwin, 
who had been long releaſed from the 


* 


J her, now ſnapping at a fly, now purſuing a 


wich which the feathered choriſters ſeemed 
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bonds of ſleep, left her bed, and, being ſoon 
dreſſed, went down into the garden, tempted 
by the fineſt morning ſhe ever remembered 
to have ſeen in the autumnal ſeaſon. 


Her ony companion was a ſmall ſpaniel,who, 
whilſt his miſtreſs wandered on, wrapped in 
profound contemplation, leaped joyfully before 


bird, and now barking at the ſweet ſounds, 


to ridicule his fruitleſs efforts, Reſtraint did 
| w WW 
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not fit at all eaſy on this active kicks He 
grew tired of his confines, and ſpying a 
crow on the oppoſite ſide, in a beautiful 
meadow, divided only from the garden by a 
haha, he fprung acroſs with amazing agility, 
and running in queſt of his prey, was out of 
ſight in a moment. Mrs. Edwin, alarmed 
for the ſafety of her favourite, opened a door 
which led to the field, and calling him re- 
peatedly to no purpoſe, waited. his return 
with ſome degree of impatience, In vain 
did ſhe call, in vain waited ! What in this 


ſituation was to be done? She beſtowed n 


him the appellation of ungratefulwretch : many 
a fine Lady beſtows the ſame on her lover, 
and then acts juſt as Mrs. Edwin did, who 
finding her faithleſs companion inclined to 
deſertion, flew after him, reſolved no en- 
dieavours ſhould be wanting to bring the 
wanderer back to his allegiance. 


towed round and round the firſt field, from 
| that to a ſecond, from the ſecond to a third, 
uſt 
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Juſt as the miſchievous crow, who governed 
all the actions of the little ** favourite 
\diredted. 


At * ſpent, and almoſt breath - 
Heſs, :ſherſatrdown to recover herſelf on a 
ſeat, which ſurrounded a large ſpreading oak. 
Her eyes ſtill purſued the object of her per- 


© _ -egrinations, and ſeeing the crow, who, 


doubtleſs, began to be of opinion, that too 
moch of one ching is good for nothing, 

Juoin a large flight of his black brethren 
= high/in-air, the flattered herſelf with hopes 

= "that her dog would now return, but was ſo 
weak with running, as not to be able to exert 
her voice ſo as to be heard at a diſtance; 
moment he would come towards her; but 
*her/diMculties did not end here there was 


to experience, and that too attended with cir- 
ccuitances which occaſioned her ſome con- 
ſternation. -' „ 8 


She 
_— - 
% A of 


aud S 
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She 'faw a man enter the meadow; ſhe 
faw the volatile companion of her walk make 
towards him with as much © eagerneſs as lie 

had before ſhewn in the purſuit of his fea- 
thered antagoniſt ; ſhe ſaw the ſtranger take 
him in his arms, and ſhe could alſo diſtinguiſm 
that he beſtowed on it a thouſand careſſes. 


She was not quite ſo great a eoward*4s 
many, of her ſex, yet, to go up and accoſt a 
man whom, perhaps, ſhe had never ſeen 
before, and to demand her dog, required more 
reſolution than ſhe found herſelf diſpoſed to 
exhibit ; yet, to leave the poor Fidel behind, 
and poſſibly never ſee it again, was a moſt 
grievous conſideration. Whilſt ſhe ſtood un- 
reſolved what to do, the perfon made quick 
-advances' towards her with the ſpaniel in his 
arms, and, being come near enough for each 
of them to hear and fee diſtinctiy, ſhe cried 
out, Good God! Mr. Harvey, is it you?“ 
Her face at the ſame time vermilioned over 
with ſurpriſe. 


Pardon 
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Pardon me, Madam, if I intrude, on 
your retirement ; the fineneſs of the morning 


which, I ſuppoſe, called you out, alſo brought 


me hither. 


1 meant only to have enjoyed it in my 
garden; but you, vile brute, firſt correcting, 


then kiſſing, her dog, it is you, giddy. wretch, 


that have dragged me from my home. 


Don't chide it, my dear Mrs. Edwin, at 


leaſt to my thanks it is intitled for procuring 
me a happineſs which, without its aid, I find 
1 might have languiſhed for in vain. 


Take my pardon, then, ungrateful as you 


are. There, there, ſetting it down, get you 


gone, but never ſerve me ſuch a trick again, 
| | o 


Away ſkipped Fidel, not a jot the wiſer, or 


more ſteady, for his fair miſtreſs's admoni- 
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Mr. Harvey, having ſeated himſelf by her 
fide, neither of them ſeemed to perceive 
how high the ſun was advanced, or ſhewed 
any inclination to return home. 


Mrs. Edwin looked at Harvey wich an air 
of tender concern; his countenance was 
paler, and much altered ſince they laſt parted. 


He ſaw the compaſſionate emotions of her 
heart. N 
I gueſs your thoughts, moſt amiable of 
tereſt yourſelf for the health of an unhappy 
man, who has not words or power to ac 


knowledge his ſenſe of the honour he re- 
n. Neeives. | 


* * ,: 


or I am ſtie you are very ill. You fay too 


women. You have goodneſs enough to in- 


i. Jeu are unhappy. Good God! and tears "oF 


. | va 


A. vor. . H My 
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My unhappineſs I have induſtriouſly earn- 


ed. My ſickneſs is the merciful correction 


of the Almighty. - 1 kiſs the rod with thank- 
fulneſs. I wonder not that you obſerve an 
alteration in me this morning. A ſleepleſs 
night, a night of torment and deſpair, muſt 


make a viſible change 1 in ſuch a poor ſhat- 


tered frame as mine. 


She turned away her head, and drew out 


ber handkerchief He caught her other 


hand, and ones | it to his boſom. * 


* argive this liberty : I mean not to preſume 
on your generous goodneſs ; but was you not 
| once the ſiſter of my heart ? That heart was 


"apt then pure and unpolluted as your own, My 


dear, my gentle, my adored Mariana, then 
_ avowed for me a ſiſter's love. Bleſſed, but 
cruel reflection you have not I ſee you 
haye not, blotted out the impreſſions of earl 
_— 4 


. 1 Ro 
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att never, Mr. Harvey, will thay be. 
eraſed from my memory! Theſe words were 
accompanied with a look which made them 
perfectly expreſſive. ä 


Our friendſhip, indeed, continued ſhe, 
commenced at a very early period. I had 
not quite counted fifteen when, as we vainly 
imagined, we parted only for a few years. 
Alas ! how has that few been lengthened ! 
To what an age of ſeparation. Indeed, in- 
deed, Mr. Harvey, I thought you dead, or 
. She heſitated ; her enraptured friend, 
(for we dare not call him by a tenderer' 
name) gazed on her downcaſt face with emo- 
tions of joy, affection, admiration, and gra- 
titudke. 


Oh, Mariana why do you with-hold 


the ſweet confeflion ? Speak, moſt adored 


of women ! or ſhall I whiſper to my grateful 
heart that it was a ſuppoſition of my death 
which made room for a more worthy man 


in Jour affections; that had you believed 


H2 your 
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your vlemy till living; you would not have 
forgotten him. 4 327 


Think of what will moſt contribute to 
your own happineſs; but do not think I have 
© ever for a moment ceaſed to remember my 
k companion, my friend, my brother. O Mr. 
Harvey, theſe were happy, happy days, when 
Harry and Mariana were the higheſt titles 
of diſtinction we could receive from each 
other. 
e Goll this | is too much: I cannot 
S ſupport my conflicts. Why, why did I urge 
ber to this confeflion, He leaned his back 
againſt the tree, and remained ſilent. 


Ah! exclaimed ſhe, what is it I hear! 

Have I deſerved this of you? Of you, Mr. 
Harvey, have I deſerved it? To wreſt the 
- ſecret from my ſoul, and then deſpiſe me for 
w indiſcretion! Is this kind ? Is this gene- 
a The tears fell in ſhowers from her 
| eyes; 
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eyes; ſhe covered her face with her hand- 
kerchief. 


Rouſed by her des he reed he flew 
towards her, he folded her in his arms, he 


fell at her feet; the diſtraction of his foul _ 


Deſpiſe you, Mariana! 1 deſpiſe yout 
Witneſs, awful Creator of the world, that! 
love you, even to madneſs! But I hate, I 
deſpiſe, I abhor myſelf. I ſee before me a 
paradiſe of domeſtic felicity, yet my own 
accurſed crimes cloſes up the entrance. 1 
was not prepared for this interview. Meet- 
ing accidentally all my - ſoul holds dear, 
forgot myſelf, and not remembering the bars 
never to be removed which I have place 
between us, I drew from you the confeſſion, 
on which 1 thought at that moment my whole 


bliſs depended — your looks, your words, 
your tears confirmed my imaginary happi- 
ness, but alas, the next inſtant opened my 
AL to real miſery—yes, Mariana, to know 
3 H 3 _ that 
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- that am dear to the only woman on earth 


who has ever governed my honorable affec- 
tions, ſtrange as it may appear to innocence 
like yours, has made me completely wretched. 


Mr. Harvey ! how alarming are your 
words, how terrible the expreſſion of your 
countenance, on my knees (and ſhe ſunk by 
his fide) let me intreat that you will repoſe 
Jour ſorrows in the faithful boſom of friend- 


; _— 


| To" will hate me, and that 1 cannot 
aer 


2 Newer, never ſhall I hate the deareſt ob- 
ject of my Dear Henry, deſpiſe me not, 
were I inclined to conceal my ſentiments, 
tit is now too late do not tepent, I rejoice 
cat you are acquainted with the inmoſt re- 
cdeeſſes of my ſoul; why have you conceal- 
ments from me, why keep me in the: ayonics 
3 * 
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Already he had raiſed her from the ground 
and was now ' obliged to ſupport her, ſhe 
ſeemed fainting under the weight of her own 


oppreſſive apprehenſions. 


Cruel kindneſs dear but fatal certainty 
(then pauſing) you ſhall be obeyed madam— 
tell Colonel Fairfax, the preſerver of a guilty 
- unfortunate man, and next to yourſelf the 
deareſt, the moſt beloved of friends ;. tell 
him that he has not only my permiſſion, but 
intreaties to lay my crimes open before you, 
he is acquainted with every part of my 
miſerable life, ſince I parted from— He 
ſtopped, unable to proceed farther, his burſt- 
ing heart was relieved by the Kindly drops 
of ſorrow and contrition. 


A ſcene of filent diſtreſs enſued, from 
which they were rouſed by obſerving the 
Colonel and Emely at a diſtance; Mr. Har- 
vey ſtarted from his ſeat— Farewell lovely, 
noble minded Mariana—forget naß Henry, 
* of him with compaſſion—honor him 
| WE | | with 7 


— X0Y 
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| with your friendſhip, but forhear to, fully 
te purity of thy own heart, by a 
union with vice, prophanity and po Bon. 


She could not prevent his departure, he 
fied from her with the rapid motion of de- 
ſpalr; ; the had hardly time to dry her eyes and 
draw the bonnet over her face, in order to 
hide the traces of thoſe tears which had left 
a viſible impreſſion on her cheek, before the 
Colonel and 222 Fairfax came up, arm in 


: Fir heaven's 7 my dear Mrs. Edwin, 

cetied Emely, where have you been wander- 
Z ing this whole morning do you know it is 
twelve o . brother and 1 have been 


* in the midlt of plenry. 


fs tell you the trody, madam, added the 
1 I mould have been tempted to 
beliege the hot rolls, had not Emely declared 
*herſelf in your favor, and * a watch 
"near the citadel. wa „ 


{| 


+ 
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' Mrs. Edwin affected to ſpeak in her uſual 
tone of voice, told them the affair of *her 
little ſpaniel, aſked their pardon for having 
made them wait ſo long for their breakfaſt, 


and taking hold of Emely's arm, for indeed 4 


ſhe ſtood in need of ſupport, reached the 


houſe without their ſuſpecting in the leaſt 


that any thing had happened to diſcompoſe 
her; the melancholy ſhe could not entirely 
conceal, they were eaſily led to beheve pro- 
ceeded from a pain in her head, the effect 
as ſhe ſaid of a too violent exerciſe in pur- 
ſuit of Fidel. 


Before. ſhe would ſit down at. the tea«. 
table ſhe retired to her chamber, bathed her 
face in cold water, patted her eyes with a 
handkerchief, and uſed every other precau- 
tion ſhe could think of to avoid ſuſpicion. 
She was not aſhamed of the ſentimem ſhe 
had avowed, or even wiſhed to conceal them 
from the world, much leſs from her affec> 
- tionate' friends; all her intentions were 80 
ker emotion, if that was poſlible, till 
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* had learned from Colonel Fairfax the 
on of Mr. , Harvey.—In her heart 
©: the had ſigned his pardon, without even 
knowing the nature of his crimes, ſhould ſhe 
find * herſelf obliged to retract the one, on 
» being made acquainted with the other, in 
_ ſuch a eaſe ſhe would have rivalled him in 

miſery, but prudently determined to confine 

its ſtruggles wee the limits of her own 
4 boſom. 1 4 a 


| The idea of his being ſo very guilty laſted 
dut a moment - Had not his father called him 
| 4 his worthily beloved ſon—did not Colonel 
FF Faith tile him his adopted brother—could 
eminent for piety and juſtice regeive 
arms a wretch whoſe actions wefe the 
reverſe of his own — could he call him ſon, 
huis worthily beloved ſon, yet know him ſtill 
bpiexſiſting in che road of vice and diſhonor— 
”/ eould a mah vf principle, of underſtanding; 
df bravery, free hy the laws of nature, have 
ſtmled a villain brother could a villain have 
Acted with that amiable diſintereſtedneſs, that 


7 oy. charming 
1 
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charming ſenſibility, that glorious ſelf-con- 
viction, which ſhe juſt witneſſed in her be- 
loved Henry? No. Whatever his faults, his 
errors, may have been, ſhe was convinced 
Henry was at this time intitled to the warmth 
of that affection, which for twenty years had 
lain ſmothered in her heart, but which ab- 
ſence, nor even death itſelf, was able to 


extinguiſh. 


Let detraction hold aſide her ſcorpion 
head, let not her invenomed breath glance 
on the fair fame of Mrs. Edwin—let the 
poiſoned arrows of envy miſs her unſpotted + 
Innocence, let them recoil upon · the malig- 
nant archer back with "redoubled ven m 
generous candour, her conſtant paſſion, her 
noble unreſerve, her diſinte intentions. 


Had the object of her love been furrounded 
with health, with chearfulneſo, with prof 
perity, ſhe would not have tranſgreſſed ide 
common forms of her ſex; ſne would not 23 
e H 6 | have ' 
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EO ſhe would not have 
' confeſſed the ſentiments of her heart without 
. firſt making that ſacrifice to female delicacy, 

which in many caſes cannot be diſpenſed - 


Her ſituation was peculiar, a man on 
whom her early affections had been ſettled, 
whom ſhe believed dead, whom ſhe had 
- lamented with rivers of tears; by a ſudden 
tranſition, appears before het, tender, gene- 
rous and unaſſuming, not in the bloom of 
health, not in the vigour of chearfulneſs, but 
pale, emaciated, maimed, depreſſed and 
blighted by misfortunes—had ſhe to combat 
ng other paſſion than love, we ſhould- not 
Fave ſo ſoon come to her final determina- 
tion, but who can withſtand the united attacks 
love, friendſhip and compaſſion, the latter 
moved by a ſudden irreſiſtible impulſe, it 
ound a ready way to the breaſt: of Mrs. 


” Edwin; threw down the barriers of reſerve, 


and difcloſedthe ſecrets of her hart. If 
J 
pole 


HY 
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apology neceſſary, we flatter ourſelves the 
above will be deemed not inſufficient, bur 
on the contrary, place her actions in that 
point of view, as not only to admit them 
defenſible, but even great and laudable. 


= 
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EFORE Mrs. Edwin had ſettled her 

plan of operations, how to get Mr. Har- 

'vey's ſecret from Colonel Fairfax without 

betraying her own, a meſſage from Dr. 

Harvey was delivered as they were ſtill ſitting 

at the table, having juſt finiſhed their break- 

faſt, this meſſage was to deſire the Colonel's 

immediate attendance, his ſon being that 

morning ſeized with a very ſudden and alarm- 
ing illneſs. 


1 * | 
Colonel Fairfax ſtaid to hear no more, he 

eagerly ſnatched up his hat and _ towards 
wh door, 4 
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The voice of his ſiſter haſtily calling him 
back made him turn his head, he ſaw 
Edwin's face pale as death, reclining on the 
boſom of Emely, her eyes motionleſs, no 
vilible ſign of life in her whole appearance 
he ran to her aſſiſtance, a bottle of hartſhorn * 
happened luckily to be on the table, brought 
thither to relieve the head ach ſhe had lately 
_ complained of. Whilſt Miſs Fairfax chaffed 
the temples of her benefactreſs with the moſt 
lively ſigns of affectionate concern, ſhe could 
not avoid ſaying Good Heavens ! what could 


occaſion this. | - 


Huſh my dear Emely, replied the Colo- 
nel in a whiſper, I have my fſurmiſes, poor 
Harvey, I fear, but I will not reveal a fuſpi- 
cion which it is too probable wouks re 
pain to the beſt of women. 


ö He ee * ak of 0 
what he ſaid, or would have been ſilent on = 
the ſubje& of his doubts, but her. faintneſs - - 


* nature, wn 
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her ſemingly inſenſible, had not taken from 
her the power of obſervation, ſhe felt their 
tender endeavours to bring her back to life, 


nor were the Colonel's words loſt upon her 
Far. | 


She lifted her head from the beautiful and 
gentle boſom of Emely, the blood in a 
ſudden tide ruſhed back to her forſaken 
checks. 


O Sir, ſhe cried with emotion, you have 
diſcovered then the ſituation of my heart— 
I deſire to lay it open to your view—to the 
view of my beloved girl, but firſt tell me, 
. catching his hand with an air of eager ſor- 
row; as you wiſh me to avoid miſery, as you 
wiſh me to preſerve that honour unſullied, 
which makes me deſerving of your ſiſter's 
friendſhip; tell me ſincerely, for you alone 
-can_ inform. me, does Mr. Harvey merit a 
preference which I have many, many years 
felt in his favor—nay, do not heſitate—he 
has taught me to expect a tale of horror to 


vo 


| 
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you he has referred me—conceal * I 
fervently intreat you. 


Colonel Fairfax looked — ex- 
alted man, ſaid he, you would then rather 
riſk ſo great a loſs as the eſteem of this moſt 
amiable woman, than impoſe on her credu- 
lity. You aſk me madam, continued he, 
if Henry deſerves your generous preference— 
I muſt, my regard for you oblige: 


be ſincere, yet I know from; he Wenne 
of that heart, in which my friffhas choſe 
to repoſe his confidence my cerity will 
be of no diſſervice to his cauſe—perhaps there 
has been ſome actions of his life, which, alone 
conſidered, would not only make him un- 
worthy of your good opinion in particular, 
but alſo of that general benevolence which 


all human beings owe as an indiſpenſable . 


duty to each other. But if the impetuous 
paſſions of youth can receive any atonement 
from unremitting penitence, I venture to 
pronounce my | dear Harvey worthy of your 


e 
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Mrs. Edwin's countenance wore an air 
of gladneſs, ſne beſought him to hide nothing 
from her that conryrned his friend. 
He was going to comply, but recollecting 
the preſſing haſte implied in the Doctor's 
and alſo the preſence of Miſs Fair- 
fax, tepged to be excuſed till he had viſited 
che bel an; even then, madam, continued 
lars you are deſirous of hear- 
eſerved for your private ear; 
brother, my dear Emely, by 
Mr. Harvey's deſife I give up his ſecret to 
Mrs. Edwin, I cannot think of divulging it 
3 even to Wy ap 85 


She fredtly' fniled aſſerit, and he left her 
Gabis her moſt valuable benefactreſs, with 
all the perſuaſive eloquence of artleſs friend- 
— 10 * | 

© Whilſt the Colonel is purſuing his way to 
| Broomball, we ſhall beg leave to reconduct 
our readers imagination back to the parting 

ſcene between Mrs. Edwin and Mr, Harvey. 


DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 163 


Perhaps the damps of the ground on 
which he had thrown himſelf at the feet of 
his miſtreſs, had a ſudden effect on his im- 
paired conſtitution; perhaps the tumultuous 
agonies of hopeleſs love affected him more, 
or whether both acting together had an 
equal ſhare in reducing him to the bed of 
ſickneſs, we have not {kill enough to deter- 
mine; therefore can only ſay, that returning 
home greatly indiſpoſed, he was immediately 
conveyed to his. chamber, and a meſſenger 
diſpatched for an eminent phyſician” in the 
neighbourhood. | 


The ſucceſſive ſhivers with which he was 
ſeized, and other alarming ſymptoms of a 
violent fever, finding no oppoſition to en- 
counter from natural ſtrength and vigour, 
made ſo rapid a progreſs through his whole 
frame, that, before the arrival of Dr. Man- 
ning, reaſon was driven from her throne, 
and he was pronounced by that gentleman 
to he in the utmoſt danger. 


What 


M 


— 


DELBOROUGH FAMILY. 


*4 
What language can ſpeak the heart- rend. 
ing pang this ſentence gave to the boſom 
of parental fondneſs, yet Dr. Harvey had 
called for it, he had inſiſted on knowing the 
worſt, elſe humanity would have held back 
the blow—it was given, it could not be re- 
called, but by. the interpoſition of heaven; 
it came ſo ſudden he was little prepared for | 
its reception, yet his piety, reſignation and 
midom ſerved to calm the tranſports of 
deſpair 


Silent affliction bears a ſtronger reſemblance 
to real miſery than does the moſt frantic ex- 


pPreſſions of ungoverned grief, one may affect 
the heart for a moment, the other melts it 


to the impreſſion of laſting ſorrow. 


Dr. Manning had juſt left the houſe with 
a promiſe to return at four in the afternoon, 
When Colonel Fairfax arrived, and was by 
his on deſire immediately e to 
the ſick man's apartment. 


* 


a W His 
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. | His voice was dinſtinguiſhable at the 
diſtance of ſeveral rooms, raving with all 
the vehemence of diſtraction the Colonel 
walked on, the feelings of his ſoul may be 
better imagined than deſcribed—he opened 
the door, his heart palpitated at the ſcene of 
diſtreſs he every moment expected, to wit- 
neſ— he was not diſappointed in his melan- 
choly expectations he beheld the wretched 
father devoutly kneeling by the ſide of 
Henry's bed, his eyes and hands lifted to that 
Almighty Power from whoſe tender mercies 
alone he could expect conſolation. 


Hearing a footſtep, he turned his venerable 
face, without quitting the poſture of afflicted | 
humility, he looked at his friend, he groaned, 
he pointed to the. bed, he ſpoke not, he 
wept not, his dumb anguiſh would not ad- 
mit the ſmalleſt alleviation. | 


Colonel Fairfax was obliged to retire to 
the window, the father's ſituation would have 
been ſufficient to have overthrown all his 


reſo]: > 
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reſolution, but the fhrieks, the incoherent 
exclamations, delivered in a-voice of mad- 
neſs from the ſon were inſupportable — he 
ſurveyed the one, then the other, as hardly 
knowing which was moſt intitled to his com- 
paſſion, at length he flew to the former, and 
taking his hand, endeavoured to raiſe him 
from his knees. 


What can I ſay, my dear fir, to give you 
comfort, would to God the power of con- 
ſolation was in my reach, with what joy 

would I impart the bleſſing, Our dear 
Henry may yet recover. 


He may child, replied the old man, riſing 
with ſeeming compoſure, nothing is im- 
Poſſible to God, and Oh! he may—here he 
ſtopt, tears for the firſt time ſtarted, but his 


eyes gave them up like a miſer ſparing of 
their bounty. ; 


Father! father! father pronounced from 
the bed with a ſhrill and eager voice, ſtopt 
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the. friendly appearance, and drove away 
every trace, of compoſure . from his. counte- 
nance — he threw back the curtains and 
falling by the ſide of his ſon, my child, my 
only child, exclaimed he, behold thy father; 
but O my darling, my bleſſed ſon, thou 
knoweſt him not. Great God! lighten my bur- 
den, or give me ſtrength to ſupport it, I lift 
up my heart unto thee, turn not away in 
diſpleaſure—thou gaveſt me this child in thy 
tender love, thou reſtored him to me in 
thine infinite mercies, Lord! Lord! if it be 
thy gracious pleaſure, once more make me 
a joyful parent, but O my God! if thou ſeeſt 
fit for thy glory and his eternal welfare to 
ſnatch him from my arms, thy will be done; 
O that his penitence may have ſealed the 
pardon for his crimes, and may his precious 
ſoul rejoice in thy preſence everlaſting! !! 


His friend did not attempt to comfort 
him by words, he ſympathized in ſilent 
melancholy. 


Poor 
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Poor Henry grew worſe and worſe, his 
groans, his ſcreams, were terrible to nature, 
his father could not longer ſupport them, 
Colonel Fairfax dragged bim from the 
chamber. 


Removed from the ſound of his cries the 
terrors of ſuſpenſe became intolerable, they 


went back to his apartment, 


Dr. Manning returned at the hour ap- 
pointed, he had been eagerly expected, his 
arrival ſeemed to communicate a gleam of 
hope to the diſtrafted boſom of parental 
anxiety but alas! one look from Dr. Man- 
ning, after examining his patient, deſtroyed 
in its birth the ſanguine flatterer, this look 
conveyed a dreadful certainty, humanity 


gliſtned in his eye, and would have ſoftened 


the fatal ſentence — he felt for the good old 
man, he was himſelf an old man—he was 
himſelf a father—he honored the venerable 
parent, and never found a more diſtreſſing 
difficulty than to announce the wretchedneſs 

which 
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which awaited him. Words on this occa- 
ſion were needleſs, ſilence, a compaſſionate 
filence, appeared more gentle, but equally 
expreſſive. 


Dr. Harvey felt its force; great and good 
God, he cried, thy Almighty will be done 
his arms were crofſed upon his breaſt—his 
grey head bended to the earth—he retired in 


the ſolemnity of woe. 


* 1 CHAP. 
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CH Ar. XIV; 


OLONEL Fairfax followed the dif- 
D conſolate father, but finding the door 
of his room locked, he went into another, 
from whence he wrote a few lines to Emely, 
defiring ſhe would not be uneaſy at his ab- 
Fence, as the ſituation of his .friend might 
probably require his attendance, perhaps for 
ſome days. He ſpoke of Mr. Harvey's 
danger and regreted the pain ſhe muſt un- 
avoidably feel on being obliged to diſcover 
it to Mrs. Edwin. i 


When this note arrived the ladies were 
ou together impatiently expecting the 
| | Colonel's 


| 
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Colonel's return, it was given into the hand 
of Emely, who immediately cried out from 
my brother. ä 


Mrs. Edwin grew pale as death, ſhe held 
out her hand, for God's ſake give me the 
note; ſhe could ſay no more, but eagerly 
breaking the ſeal and caſting her eyes on 
the contents, it is what I feared, it is what 
I expected, exclaimed ſhe, claſping her hands 
together—he will die then—and I — Oh i 
Emely -I am doomed to miſery. 


Miſs Fairfax was ſo much affected with 
her agitation, her gentle heart being full of 
ſympathy, that falling on her neck, ſhe cried 
out in a voice interrupted by genuine tears, 
forbid it heayen, if you are miſerable what 
will become of me; my beſt, my kind, my 
deareſt Mrs. Edwin think of your Emely, 
her felicity is ſo cloſely united with your own, 
that the wound which ſtabs the one muſt 
inevitably deſtroy the other, can I be 
happy and you wretched, you loved me 

| I 2 | once, 
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once, iat not this ſtranger rob me & your 
affections, the grief you beſtow on him will 
kill your Emely. 


Beloved girl, returned Mrs. Edwin, preſſ- 
ing her to the warm heart of friendſhip, 
deareſt Emely, how you afflict me, never can 
I ceaſe to love my amiable girl, I will for 
her ſake try to compoſe myſelf, yet time 
muſt be allowed me—it is not for a ſtranger 
that I have given pain to my kind Emely— 
tears mult long, very long flow to the me- 
mory of my friend—my companion, my 
lover che friend, the companion, the lover 


She was ſilent, nor could Miſs Fairfax ſpeak 
to oppoſe the tender effuſions of a generous 


Though her heart had never experienced 
the power of love, yet exactly in the ſame 
ſituation, it would have been full as ſuſcepti- 

ble as Mrs, Edwin's, ſhe therefore no longer 


* 
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tried to conquer her grief by argument or 
entreaties, ſhe only endeavoured to leſſen 
it by participation. 


Stern melancholy and frantic deſpair poſ- 
ſeit the inhabitants of Edwin-place and 1 
Broomhall for three tedious days, during | 
which time the poor invalid never cloſed his 
eyes to ſleep, or once felt the comfortable 
return of reaſon. Dr. Manning and Colonel 
Fairfax never left his ſide day or night ; hour 19 
after hour rolled away in a courſe of unavãili·- 
ing care and watchfulneſs. 4 
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The unhappy father, worn out with fatigue 
and the moſt dreadful apprehenſions, was at 


length prevailed on to repoſe his grief-worn 1 
body on a couch, cloſe by the bed of his = 


= 
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expiring ſon, from which the warmeſt per- £1 
ſuaſions of friendſhip could not drag him, © 
even for a moment. 1 


The poor old man was juſt fallen into a ä 
momentary forgetfulneſs of the forrows by 2 
i 9 | 
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ning perceived his patient's pulſe to alter in 
ſo ſudden a manner from extreme rapidity 
to extreme languor, that he whiſpered the 


Colonel, all would be ſoon over—his voice 
too underwent an equal alteration, his ravings 


which had been the moſt terrible to be ima- 


gined, ſubſided into a kind of low murmur, 
his eyes were fixed, and in a few minutes 


ſeemed to have cloſed themſelves for ever. 


t is impoſſible to deſcribe the conſter- 


nation of Colonel Fairfax, but the attentive 


phyſician, ſtepping to che table, and taking 
from thence a ſmall mirror, held it to the 
mouth of his patient, and finding that he 


ſtill breathed, he again felt for his pulſe, but 
they were not diſtinguiſhable, however he 
| beckoned to the Colonel, and they took their 


places as before. 
In about a minute, or rather leſs, the 


Doctor, who ftill held the hand of Mr. Har- 


» | 
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ſible that a degree of comfortable moiſture 
attended them, the Colonel examined every 
turn of his countenance, with as much exact- 
neſs as if his own fate had been depending, 
he ſaw it ſuffuſed with benevolent pleaſure and 
ſurpriſe, but he durſt not betray his ſenſations, 
the Doctor having laid a finger on his lips, in 
token of abſolute ſilence, it continued up- 
wards of two hours before he would venture 
to inform him that he began to entertain ſome 
hopes. What they imagined his final diſſo- 
lution, proved a compoling uninterrupted 
ſleep, he breathed already freer than he had 
done ſince his firſt ſeiſure, he fell into a. pro- 
fuſe ſweat, and the Doctor now declared, if 
he awakened refreſhed, and his head in the 
leaſt ſettled, he ſhould have little doubt of 


his recovery. 


How did the Colonel rejoice at this aſſu- 
rance, how longed to communicate the joy- 
ful tidings to Dr. Harvey, to Mrs. Edwin, 
to Emely, how delightful an office to be the 
* of happineſs, yet he would not 
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quit his place, he would not ſpeak, ſcare look 
or breathe, leſt his very breath might deſtroy | 
that repoſe on which ſo much depended. 


Another two hours elapſed in profound 
filence; his tranſports increaſed in proportion 


as he ſaw the Doctor look more and more 
ſatisff * * 


| At length hearing the anxious father ſigh 


deeply, and ſtir as if juſt awakened to a 


ſenſe of his miſery, he got up, walked foftly 


to the ſide of his couch, knelt down, took 


his hand and whiſpered cloſe to his ear, that 
Mr. 2 ſleeping, that Dr. Manning 


e 


| His words. were few, but tne were the 
words of conſolation, and the parent's ſoul 


was open to receive them. 


| Venerable old man, how lovely on thy 


© -farrowed countenance fat gratitude enthroned, 


Raven, I "y adorafions, angels 
Bo ©, might 


* 
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might have beheld' thy devout eyes, raiſed 
to the Omnipotent, nor bluſhed to copy a 
mortal in their oraiſons. 


It was half an hour paſt nine in the even- 
ing, when Mr. Harvey fell into that happy 
fleep, which ſerved as a foundation for build- 
ing the moſt favourable expectations, and 
it was likewiſe near one the next day before 
he awakened, in which time his fever was 
much abated and his phrenzy quite gone, yet 


was he ſo extremely weak and low that though 


he knew his father and his friend, he could 
only hold out his hand to them, but was un- 
able to utter a ſyllable. 


» 


The certainty of his being reſtored to his 


ſenſes, together with the reviving cordial of 


hope, which the truly benevolent phyſician 
now adminiſtred in no ſparing proportion, 
letin ſuch a tide of joy upon the heart of his 


aſſectionate father, as overwhelmed every _ 


idea but thoſe of peace and comfort. 1 
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His Jon and gratitude to Colonel Fair- 


fax, his thankfulneſs to Dr. Manning, knew 
no bounds. 


The former took this happy opportunity 
of making Mrs. Edwin and his ſiſter par- 
takers of the general joy, it was a deſign 
worthy of _ himſelf, he haſtened to perform 
* it and found them together. 


BELBOROVGH FAMILY, 


CHAP. XIV. 


IS countenance conveyed to them the 
firſt tidings of hope, poor Mrs. Edwin 
ſtood greatly in need of the welcome ap- 
pearance, her ſpirits had been ſunk to the 
loweſt ebb by the unfavorable meſſages ſhe 
hourly received in her courſe of repeated 
enquiries, during the laſt three days; ſhe felt 
them revive at ſeeing the Colonel's face 
dreſſed in ſmiles of ſatisfaction, and received 
an account of the bleſſed alteration, for which 

ſhe had inceſſantly prayed with extacies of 
pleaſure. Emely's delight was little inferior, 
in ſhort they all three congratulated them-. 
Ares and one another, in ſuch tranſports'of 

I 6 gladnefs, 
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gladneſs, as if in Mr. Harvey's danger, they 


E dwin's friend had already prepared a fur- 


| her brother ſhould eſcort her thither, and 


together follow the Colonel with all poſſible 


going to her ſiſter's with Emely, was buſineſs 


try, nor can we pretend to contradict its 
| buſineſs of the heart is certainly of the wh 
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had each been threatened with the loſs of a 
beloved brother. 


The London expedition was again revived, 
and talked of with its former avidity ; Mrs, 


niſhed houſe for the ladies, and it was now 
ſettled that Emely ſhould ſet out the day 
following to take leave of Mrs. Dormer, that 


from thence purſue his journey to the me- 
tropolis, that Mrs. Edwin ſhould join her 
young friend at Dormer-Lodge in four or 
five days, and afterwards that they ſhould 


diſpatch. 
The. reaſon Mrs. Edwin gave for not 


of conſequence, which required her preſence 
a few days longer in that part of dhe coun 
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moſt conſequence, and hers would have been 
in dreadful confuſion had ſhe left the neigh- 
bourhood of Broomhall before its well-loved 
inhabitant was further advanced in regaining 
that health, on which ſhe had ſeverely felt 
her whole felicity depended. | 

Colonel Fairfax, at the earneſt intreaties 
of Emely, who ſaw that he wanted repoſe, 
was prevailed upon to retire, but his eyes, 
ſo long unuſed to ſleep, -in vain courted 
the neglected ſtranger, finding all attempts 
fruitleſs he left his bed, reſolving to fee Mr. 
Harvey once more, and if he found Dr. 
Manning's opinion ſtill favorable, to purſue 
the ſcheme they had planned for the' next 
day; impatient to realize the dreams of ſplen- 
did happineſs, which his ſanguinè imagination 
had been lately carving out for Emely. 

. * 


An interview with his aunt, Lady Dorothy, 
was what he moſt ardently longed for, he, had 
never ſeen her ladyſhip but once, and that 

*once long before the death of his father, he 
4 * | could 
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could not recollect any particular marks.of 
- © kindneſs ſhe then beſtowed on him, however 
truſting a little to his own deſerts, and a great 
deal to the beauty and merit of his ſiſter, 
he forefaw the ſpeedy accompliſhment of 
All his wiſhes. 


With the character of Lady Dorothy he 

was well acquainted, and knew, if Emely 

_ » hGuld be ſucceſsful enough to gain any ſhare 

in her aunt's affections, ſhe muſt be contented 
—_— ee many rivals. 


A worthy huſband and a beautiful infant, 
as only child ſhe ever bore, neither of 
whom at this time exiſted, had, when living, 
ſhared only a portion of her heart, the moſt 
conſiderable part was occupied by dogs, 
monkeys, -birds and ſquirrels, of theſe ſhe 

_ 2666 fond. | 


n birds and 
nd of faſhion, their educations were 
_—_—  —— 
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" different maſters to inſtrut them how to 
| counteract and totally deſtroy the handywork 
of nature, how to twiſt and turn in all the 
various diſtortions of art; her dogs muſt 
ſtand ere&, her monkeys exhibit in a minuet, 
her birds ſing by note, and her ſquirrels 
having no capacity for thoſe polite accom- 
pliſhments, were taught the more ſimple 
qualification of obedience, which for ſo in- 
ſenſible an animal was no ſmall undertaking, 
but to their own credit and the glory o 
their maſter be it ſpoken, they gained ſo much 
by his inſtructions, that they would ſit on 
their lady's toilet, neſtle in her muff, or creep 
into her pocket with as much docility as a 
good ſoldier obeys the commands of his 
adjutant.— In ſhort, through this whole po- 1 
lite and happy family, nothing was neglected bt 
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but their morals ; could any thing be more * 1 
like people of faſhion ! | | | 


RS 
Beſides this extraordinary fondneſs for the 
animal creation, Lady Dorothy had other 
equally ridiculous, though their 
14 6 gratification 
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aſſiſt Providence in bringing together thoſe 
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Efitification was ſometimes attended with 

_ . * a 
Nen to ſeeing her dur little family in 

perſect health and fpirits, her darling joy 


| proceeded from having it ſaid in all compa- 


nies, that Lady Dorothy Petting had brought 
about a marriage between ſuch an heireſs 
and ſuch a Lord, or ſuch a Lady and the 


rich heir of a Sir William, a Sir John, or a 
Sir Michael. This paſſion for match-making 


gave her infinite conſequence with the young 
of both ſexes, they flocked in crowds to her 
houſe, from the very ſame motives for which 
her houſe was open to receive them. 
2 * 

N and a fooliſh vanity 
were her Ladyſhip's incentives to fo ſtrange 


na conduct ſhe really was not ill tempered, 


and thought it mightily praiſe worthy to 


whom her ' diſcernment made her ſee, or 


imagine that ſhe ſaw, deſtined for each other; 
often, very m_ ſhe totally miſtook its pur- 
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poſe, ſo that it ſeldom happened but her 
officious ſervices were repaid with execrations 
of the huſband, and reproaches of the wife, 
perhaps the only point they ever agreed on, 
was a moſt violent hatred for the perſon by 
whoſe means they had been united, .and in 
this ſingle inſtance their hearts were always 
in perfect uniſon, 


To ſuch a height did this prepoſterous 
inclination carry Lady Dorothy, that when 
Captain Fairfax, her favorite brother, married 
Miſs Darlington, ſhe took fo heinouſly- ul 
her not being conſulted in the affair, that 
ſhe never would hear of a reconciliation, and 
. ſuffered him to leave the world without 
abating her reſentment; once, by accident, 
ſhe met him with his ſon, who was then 
about nine years old, ſhe would have mar- 
, Ned the child at a proper time into ſome 
noble family, as ſhe has ſince confeſſed, but 
was then too angry to take the leaſt notice 
of him or of er. 


The 
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be firſt impreſſion ſhe received in favor 
of her nephew and niece, proceeded from the 
advantageous reports every where ſpread 
abroad of Colonel Fairfax's martial ſpirit 
and gallantry; neither did fame neglect, when 
founding culogiums to his valour, humanity 
and underſtanding, to proclaim alſo his per- 
ſonal perfections, which had no ſmall weiglit 
with her ladyſhip, and on hearing a particular 
friend who had ſeen Emely in the country, 
peak of her as the paragon of accompliſhed 
*beauty ; ſhe took it into. her ſerious conſt- 
deration, that under her patronage and influ- 
ence, they might both find a future eftabliſh- 
miaent to the honor ot themſelves and es 
xr 
| On this foundation proceeded the invita- 
[tion which ' ſhe immediately diſpatched, and 
-which the Colonel not embracing, incurred 
thereby her heavy diſpleaſure, however two 
letters ſhe received from him whilſt abroad, 
though ſhe would not condeſcend at that time 
to anſwer them, ſo much ſoftened her anges, 
:35/to revive in ſome degree her former 


ng 
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' ſolutions, upon which her a 5 were 


ordered the moment ſhe heard of his return to 
England that he was to be admitted, if as 
ſhe thought it moſt probable, he ſhould 


ever make another attempt to viſit her; 


ſhe further commanded, though it ſhould 
happen they had denied her to all other com- 
pany, her nephew notwithſtanding was to be 
let up; ſhe even longed with impatience to 
behold a man ſo much the object of univer- 
fal admiration, yet proudly determined ſhe 
would never put it in his power to reje& 
ſuch another offer as ſhe once made, but 
that if ever ſhe reſtored him to her favor, 
he ſhould convince her by making the firſt 
advances, it would not be thrown awayy.0r | 


received with 1 


Such were her ladyſhip's reſolves—whe- 
ther moſt kind or cruel, moſt unjuſt or equi- 
table, let our readers determine, whilſt we 
proceed to a new chapter, and our connexions 
in the country, 


Har, 


9 " 6 * 
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CHAP. Xv. 


OLONEL Fairfax finding Mr. Har- 
vey much better at his return, and the 
anf phyſician declaring him out of dan- 
ger; he communicated to Dr. Harvey his 
whole intended plan of operations, and the 
good man having - promiſed to join him in 
London as foon as the health of his ſon would 
permit, they parted, not without regret, and 
our hero thought himſelf rich in the bleſſings 
he received from his venerable friend, he 
B —— n 
bluſh at avowing them. 4 Wee 

. 31 #5 Ss 
Way pretty 2 or bloods of ſpirit 
ſhould 
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ſhould be hardy enough to laugh at his or 
our antiquated notions, we can venture to 
aſſure them they are not poſſeſt of that prin- 
ciple, which, like the valuable ſecret in chy- 
miſtry, ſo long and vainly ſought after, has 
the happy power of converting apparent 
trifles into real treaſures, The man who is 
in poſſeſſion of this ſame principle which we 
ſhall call by the ſimple appellation of hu- 
manity, has a thouſand opportunities of en- 
riching himſclf, whereas people unacquainted + 
with the myſteries of benevolence muſt always 

remain, as to this important ſecret, in a ſtate 
of abſolute i ignorance. | 


Aſk a miſer, a ſquanderer, a coxcomb, or 

the adventurer, in what riches conſiſt, and 

perhaps they will laugh at your folly, nay, 

think you a downright ideot, for ſuppoſing 

it can convey any other meaning than bills, 
money and eſtates. 


"Aſk the man of reaſon, of ſenſibility, of 


bonor, aſk the fame queſtion of aan 
Fairfax, 


p by a 44. ab 
FR FIR” 
» % T0 


190 DELBOROUCH FAMILY. 


Fairfax, his actions will tell you, true riches 
are derived from the mind, that they increaſe 
by the felicity of others, by a ſelf-approving 
conduct, by offices of kindneſs, by returns 
ol gratitude, by the approbation of all good 
people, and not in a ſmall degree by bene- 
dictions from men, ſuch as Dr. Harvey. 


And now, gentle reader, permit us to 
propoſe one ſhort enquiry: Do you appre- 
hend the reaſon why Colonel Fairfax, who 
in his life had never concealed any thing 
maternal from- his quondam tutor, ſhould 
never have hinted to. him the preference 
which he well knew Mrs. Edwin entertained 
for Mr. Harvey, which was the moſt mate- 
rial of any other for him to be acquainted 


- We ſuppoſe you anſwer in the negative, 
and ſhall therefore take upon ourſelves to 


1 it. 


„ eee 


timents 
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ments of that lady, and the confidence. ſhe 
was afterwards pleaſed to repoſe: in him, 
made a declaration of them even to the father 
of the man ſhe favored, appear not only highly 
ungenerous, but a ſoliciſm in friendſhip, which 
in his opinion nothing ever could repair; on 
this conſideration he left the lovers, as he 
hoped to a happy explanation, and had not 
the leaſt doubt if they arrived to the felicity 
he ſincerely wiſhed them, Dr. Harvey would 
be ſoon the confident of both. f 


' 
* 


Every thing was now ſettled for Emely's 
and her brother's departure, and the evening 
preceding their intended journey, the former 
being employed in ſome neceſſary prepara- 
tions, Mrs. Edwin hinted to the latter à re- 
newalof her own and of Mr. Harvey'srequeſt. 
Colonel Fairfax ſaw her delicate confuſion on 
that occaſion, and haſtened to relieve it, by 
fixing her attention intirely on that unhappy 
gentleman's ſtory, 

2 


Concealments he thought of any kind 
| might 


N ” 
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might be injurious to both, he was authoriſed 
to reveal the whole tranſaction without re. 


ſerve, he therefore was explicit even to a 


degree of exactneſs. 


Truth can never appear ſo lovely as when 
dreſſed in the flowing ornaments of elo- 
quence, in thoſe the Colonel advanced her 
to the view of Mrs. Edwin, and truth her- 
felf threw a tranſparent veil of compaſſion 
over thoſe faults ſhe was obliged to expoſe, 
through which veil the eye of benevolence 
would behold them with leſs 
the glonous penitent, on his exalted ſenti- 
ments of filial duty, on his noble efforts of 
returning virtue, ſhe caſt the piercing ray 


"of Heaven's illuminating brightneſs, and 


who could turn their ſight from ſo reful- 


gent an object, to fix it on the dark train of 


errors, by which it had been preceded ; if 
there is a mind fo depraved, it was not Mrs. 
Edwin's, her Henry's ſufferings - had more 


- %hancancelled his offences, 


3 | 1 


gilguſt. On 
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The Colone fs pathetic' deſcription of that 
heart rending ſituation in which he firſt 
beheld Mr. Harvey at the French hotel, the 
greatneſs of his contrition, the ſenſibility, the 
generoſity and fublime piety which he then 
diſcovered, -would have drawn” tears form 4 3 
lefs gentle, or à leſs intereſtell hearer, than, 
the perſon to whotn the ſad relation was ad- 
drefled—hers "flowed without | intermiſſion, 
ſhe could not prevent her continuance from 
ſpeaking the ſentiments wie agitated ber 
boſdtn, nothing was there expreſſed reſem- 
bling either anger or inlliffetence ; ; grief, love 
and tefider pity were depiftured in ſtrong 
and lively colours, ſhe grieved for the errors 
of bis youth, -ſhe pitied him for the CHL 
quences which had attended them, ſhe loved 
him for'a thouſand” Hneſtimiable: 'itrues, vis. 1 
dently ripened to perfection, in we" en 
but wholeſome ſchool of affliction; ſhe wiſh- 
. I tis fütüre Rappigeſs "equal to þ own, 
rc e hoped, and who "wilt condent 5s bene; 

voletice of ſuch a hope, that it would be %E | 
: vor. 1. K day 
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diy in her power to ſoften the ——_— 
of his former ſorrows. 


Ek Colonel Fairfax was too polite to be in- 

quiſitive, but ſhe alſo was too candid to con- 
ceal her ſentiments — ſhe confided in his 
friendſhip, he Honored her generous ſenſibi- 
lity, he approved it with that warmth of 
approbation to which a mind like hers or 


his can only be ſuſceptible. 


Emely joined them ſoon after the Colonel 
had finiſhed his narrative, and the evening 
was ſpent with that real ſatisfaction ever 
attendant on the votaries of innocent chear- 


A night of reſt ſucceeded, and the, next 
morning having received very favorable ac- 
counts of Mr, Harvey, Mrs. Edwin tenderly 
embraced Miſs Fairfax, accepted an affec- 
tionate ſalute from the Colonel, and with the 
it Hors them ſet 


off 
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off in her own chariot and four for Dormer 
Lodge. | 


They were received by the ſiſter of Mrs. 
Edwin and her huſband, with the moſt cor- 
dial welcome; neither of them were poſſeſt 
of that native elegance which diſtinguiſhed 
the charming inhabitant of Edwin-place, 
they were much her inferiors too in point 
of refined underſtanding, yet they had plain 
good ſenſe, good nature, and good inclina- 


tions in great abundance. 4 


. * 

The ſtrongeſt attachment for each other 
was evidently conſpicuous in the whole con- 
duct of Mr. and Mrs. Dormer; nature ne- 
ver formed the different ſexes with minds 
and manners more exactly ſimilar; both, in 
of what is called the faſhionable world, and 
both in the noon of their days entertained 
ſo perfect diſreliſn for every other enjoy- 


ment than what they found in a happy re- 


trement, that they were almoſt as totally 
| K 2 unacquainted | 
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unacquainted with the beau- mond as the 
beau- mond are Were with the de- 


lightful calm o — ſerenity and 


. deineſtic ene 


1 


It was not a kee difficult for Colonel 

Fata, at the end of three days, to obtain 
permilſion of thoſe worthy people for his 
: departure. They preſſed, they intreated 
kim to ſtay, perhaps with Tefs ' politeneſs than 
heſplality; for well we know that honeſt 
heartineſs, which our anceſtors were far from 
deſpiſing, is now perfectly K Fr 


an releve police bret. 


» 0 5 Oc." } 


rat take e d who 
may chance to read theſe memoirb, and who 
has not forgot the ancient cuſtom of preſſing 

in the days of his forefathers, now rifes hun- 
gry from the luxurious tables of great Lords, 
- great Miniſters, and great Perſonages of all 
denominations, becauſe they are of too much 
conſequence to give him any afliſtance, and 
too polite to deſire he will help himſelf; 
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ſuch an old man may poſlibly find ſome good 
natured excuſe for Mr. and Mrs. Dormer's- 
offence againſt politeneſs, but from our 
readers of the preſent age we do not expect 
the leaſt clemency, 


Having left Emely at Dormer Lodge, 
we ſhall accompany her brother to London, 
the grand theatre on which many of our fu- 
ture ſcenes will be exhibited. 


. 
* 
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CHAP. XVI. 


OLONEL Fairfax finiſhed the re- 
mander of his journey on horſeback, 
attended by one ſervant, fuch a one as will 
never be met with amongſt thoſe myriads of 
powdered coxcombs who ſurround the tables 
of great men—precede her grace the dutcheſs 
 ofLove-Pomp's chair--ſwing careleſsly behind 
the coach of Lord Penſionſeek, when he at- 
tends the miniſter's levee—wait in the lobby 
of an opera night promote riots at the play- 
houſe—conſult the looking glaſs as often as 
their ladies and vie with their maſters in the 
elegance of a noſegay, the ſweetneſs of per- 
fumes, and every other * of luxurious 
eſſeminancy. — 


Te Sometimes 


— 
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Sometimes indeed theſe party coloured 
mementos of extravagant folly has the good 
effect of putting their ſuperiors to the bluſh— 
a macaroni may be ſtruck with a momen- 
tary ſhame at ſeeing his dreſs, his air, his 
manners, exactly copied by his footman— 
Vanity may make them lay aſide thoſe par- 
ticularities in which they find themſelves 
equalled, if not excelled ; but their lively ge- 
mius will not let them fall a prey to the ſober 
dictates of reaſon : that ſame genius which 
"had before expoſed them, puſhes them 
Arto new abſurdities ; and again thoſe great 
become the ſubject of imitation-·— 
rhe ane never ceaſes, neither can the effect, 
as long as ſhadow is produced by ſubſtance. 


Thomas Parr was no more like his'bre- 
thren of the ſhoulder knot, than a court lady ii 
like a handmaid of nature; a feathered fop 
like a Middleſex yeoman; cruelty like mer- 

cy; juſtice like bribery, or the promiſes of a 
man in power, like the genuine offspring of 
80 

Honeſt 


K 4 


e eee det. 


Honeſt Parr much reſembled a — an- 
tique; à coin that will not paſs current, but 
in the poſſeſſion of a connoiſſeur is highly eſti- 
mated, Man and boy he had lived with our 
| herd, and the father of our hero, thirty ſeven 
years; he had followed the former through 
all his campaigns, and all his travels, with 
,unwearied fidelity: Thomas had ſeen the 
world, or imagined . that he had ſeen it. But 
Thomas would have ſcorned a baſe action. 
Thomas loved his maſter, and revered him 
next to his maker; but Thomas had a good 
memory, and could not forget the freedom 
he uſed with him when a ſtripling, and would 

ſtill venture at certain times to entertain him 
with a tale or a joke. Thomas was perfectly 
reſpectful - but Thomas was talkative- Tho- 
mas would joyfully have preferred the ſafety 

and joy of his maſter to ſelf preſervation - but 
Thomas would have done wrong to no man, 
even to do his maſter the moſt eſſential ſer- 
vice. Thomas, in bis own opinion, was a 


3 brave man — but Thomas could weep with 


the afflicted, and rejoice with the happy. 
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In ſhort, Thomas had many good quali- 
ties, few foibles; the Colonel rewarded the 
Aormer with kindneſs, to the latter he was al- 
ways indulgent ; had he taken from him the 
liberty of ſpeaking in his preſence, the life of 
his faithful ſervant would have been a fore 
burden; he wifhed to make it comfortable, 
he therefore ſuffered him to purſue the bent 
of his humour, and liſtened with a ſmiling 
* countenance to his efforts of witticifm ; for 
be it known, Thomas in the days of his 
youth, had been the wit of a certain pariſh, 
in which he officiated as clerk and fidler, be- 
fore he lowered his dignity by humble ſer 
tude ; his wit was not of that dangerous kind 
which blazes fiercely, and is not only ſoon 
deſtroyed by the force of irs oun fires, but 
alfo extends ĩts confurning flames to the total 
deſtruction of memory, reaſon, and reflaction; 5 
his wit did not in the ſmalleſt degree reſemble 
Swift's, neither was it attended wick the ſame 
melancholy conſequences, being mucft under 
proof; its powers were leſs intoxtcating ; it 
never loſt him a friend by its impettious fillies; 
K 5 or 


* 
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or overflowed his faculties by the *, 


in moon. 


| _ The: quixote of our tale, and his faithful 
eſquire, ſuch as we have deſcribed him, ar- 
rived at the hotel in King-Street, St. James's 
Square, about ſeven in the evening, that be- 
ing rather à late hour to perform the neceſ- 
{ary operation of dreſſing, preparative to his 
intended viſit, he ſat down and wrote a polite 
card to lady Dorothy, with inquiries after her 
ladyſhip's health, and a deſire of being admit- 
ted to the honour of paying his reſpects. to 


This card he ordered Thomas to carry 
early the day following, and Thomas was 
_ mightily pleaſed with the commiſſion ;. her 
 tidyſhip's woman happened to be his old ac- 
. Apaintance.; ſhe was the beauty, he the wit: 
of the, farne village, about the ſame era, and 
by his recommendation, the father of his pre- 
ſent maſter had got her placed as an attend- 
een The 

unlucky 
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after, occaſioned by Mr. Fairfax's marriage 
with Miſs Darlington, broke off all connec- 
tion between the families, conſequently be- 
tween their domeſtics, ſo that when Thomas 
heard he was once more likely to ſee Mrs. 
Bridget Deacon, he grinned a ghaſtly ſmile, 
and with circumvolution of words, aſſured 
the Colonel his commands ſhould be punc- 
tually obeyed. 


Thomas Parr, we can poſitively affirm, 
had never been in love, on the contrary, he 
was one of thoſe tough bachelors, againſt 
whom Cupid blunts his arrows in vain; he 
hugged himſelf in his freedom as a fingle 
man, and if by chance he met with a cotem- 
porary, who had bartered it for the ſhackles 
of matrimony, he always fhook his head, as 
much as to ſay, fool, fool, why have you done 
this? nay, he has been heard to declare, if 
the devil did not come upon earth to viſit his - 
ſins in the ſhape of a wife, he would bid him 
defiance in any other form he ſhould aſſume. 

K 6 Putting 


» 


Putting love quite out of the queſtidn, his 


reaſons for g to behold and converſe 
with Mrs: wider two-fold ; firſt, that 
he may be gratifigd by receiving her thanks 
for the ſervice he had done her thirty years 
ago, having, according to his ſimple nature, 
o oomprehenſion that an obligation was of 
Jeſs value at the end of any ſtated time, than 
it was when firſt conferred on the obliged 
perſon ; and ſecondly, he ſhould feel him- 
{elf proud to talk of his dear-maſter, and his 
dear — 2 widhout n 

A une 

— met whth's a very cordial recep- 
tion from his old acquaintance in Groſvenor- 
Square; Mrs. Deacon, and all the upper 
table ladies and gentlemen were aſſembled to 
breakfaſt in the ſteward's room, of which re- 
paſt he was warmly invited to partake, and as 
readily accepted ; but now a difficulty occur. 
red, he could not eaſily provide himſelf with 
4 chair, every vacancy being occupied by 
Lady Dorothy's ſported and feathered: favo- 
rites of all denominations, which are ſignified 


D 
- 
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Ih the vocabulary of animated nature, after | 
ſome reſiſtance on the part two ſpanielb of 
the royal breed, they at laſt condeſcended to 
take a place on the ſoft lap of Mrs. Deacon, 
and enen ſucceeded to the abdicated (rat. 
His br bulineſs had been to delber his 
nate billet, and to deſire ic might be cars 
ried up immediately to her ladyſhip, but was 
informed, that lady Dorothy was not yet 
ſtirring, and that nobody could venture to ä 
diſturb her till ſne ſummoned them by her | 
bell. Thomas, who had ſenſe enough to 
know there was no appeal from the laws of 
neceſſity, was forced to ſubmit to the delay, 
though knowing his maſter's impatience, his 
own was but little inferior, to be ſent back 
with her ladyſhip's anxiouſly expected anſwer. 
6 4 * | 71 . 4 


Methinks, Mrs. Deacon, ſays Thomas, 
ſurveying archly the numerous birds and 
beaſts that partly formed the ſocial cirele; 
methinks, Mrs. Bridget Deacon, you might 
have employed your time to better purpoſe, 

6 ſince 
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fince I faw you laſt, than in raiſing up ſuch 


a family as tis? how much better is a 


huſband than a monkey, and children than 
lap dogs and parrots ? the roguiſh ſmile and 


* ſhrug of the ſhoulders that accompanied this 


obſervation, gained the ſpeaker very general 
applauſe from the ladies and gentlemen of 

the round table, and was received with a par- 
tieular expreſſion of countenance by the per- 
fon to whem it was addreſſed, who with a 
tender ſimper, directed full at the face of 
"Thomas Parr, replied with equal readineſs, 
you. verify the old faying, Mr. Thomas, once 
2 — 


right to be funny on us ſingle people, unleſs 


pu had ſet us an example in the way of 


Eyes off miſtreſs Bridget! I never was 
married, nar ever intend to be married, and I 
believe my maſter, God bleſs him, is pretty 
eſe en oc he uae of tht | 

ür 
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Oh dear! he will change his opinion, re- 
torted the waiting gentle woman, ſomewhat 
diſconcerted, if he means to be in favor of my 
lady, ſhe'll get him a wife I warrant you, whe- 
ther he likes it or not ; if there were but two 
joint ſtools in the houſe, ſhe would * them 


together. 


We muſt take our chance for that, ſays 
Thomas, but as her ladyſhip has let you ef- 
cape, I hope I may be fafe, and as to maſter, 
he muſt take care of himfelf. 


One of the younger abigails now obſerved, 
that ſhe had heard ſay the Colonel was pro- 


digious handſome. 


Handſome, repeated Thomas ! that is the 
leaſt of his recommendations, he has the 
nobleſt heart, and the beft temper of any man 
in the king's dominions, and as to handſome- 
neſs, de ſee ma'me, a dozen fine ladies have 
broke their heart ſtrings about him already, 
belides as many more that have made nuns 
. of 


1 
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of themſelves for his ſake, and twice that 
number, God bleſs him, I know he has been 


rns kind to as heart could wiſh. Here lady 


Dorothy's bell fommoned Mrs. Deacon, who 
inſtantly repaired to her ladyſhip's bed-cham- 
ber, carrying with her the note from Colonel 


Fairfax, 
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| S ſoon as Mrs. Deacon made her ap- 
A pearance at the bedſide of her lady, 
having firſt drawn up one of the window cure 
tains high enough to admit juſt as much 
light as would make the objects about her 
diſtinguiſhable, ſhe faw lady Dorothy ſetting 
up in the bed wringing her hands, and appa- 
rently much diſordered ; but this diſmay was 
not fully obſerved by the attendant, till offer- 
ing the note, and telling her it came from 
Colonel Fairfax, her ladyſhip bruſh'd it away, 
crying out at the ſame time, don't talk to me 
of notes or Colonels, but ſend inſtantly for 
Doctor Philter, I am dying, abſolutely 


dying ! 


Terrified 
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Terrified at the exclamation, her affrighted 
woman was hurrying to the door to call 
aſſiſtance, when Lady Dorothy bid her return 
and give her hartſhorn and water, which hav- 
ing ſwallowed, ſhe burſt into tears, and de- 
clared herſelf ſo much relieved, that there 
would be no occaſion, ſhe hoped, for the 
doctor; but tell me, continued ſhe, and tell 
me truly, without endeavouring, through a 
well intended, but cruel tenderneſs, to ſoften 
the blow 'that threatens me, or attempting to 
impoſe, on my underſtanding, by breaking the 
mai ridings to me, as if I wanted refolution 
to bear the whole weight of the misfortunes 
which you fear will overwhelm me ; ſpeak 
and tell me at once, are pompy and _—_ 
both, beth dead ? 


Dinar hy! they are in perfect health 
and ſpirits, I aſſure your ladyſhip. 


Heaven be praiſed ! and all the reſt of my 
little family, are they all ſafe, no ſickneſs 
amongſt them, no accident ? - 


Al 
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All ſaſe and all well my lady, the ſweet 
creatures had juſt finiſbed their breakfaſt at 
the ſecond table when your ladyſhip's bell 


Dear good woman, what comfort you give 
me. I think I would never go to bed again, 
if I was ſure to have another ſuch dream as 
ene 


Your ladyſhip dreamed perhaps that the 
world was coming to an end. 


e works Downs HS 
more terrifying ; I thought I ſaw the appa- 
rition of my huſband carrying away pompy 
and ſpider in his arms, whilſt the beautiful 
little ſpider barked and growled in a tone fo 
bewitchingly plaintive, that I ſcreemed after 
the ghoſt of poor Mr. Petting, to make him 
releaſe it, and the ſoùnd of my own voice 
awakened me; what Deacon, from ſuch a 
dream as this, could I expect but to hear 

from 
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from thee, that — made 
1 wr bac 


Mrs. Deacon =_ 1 1 
lady on this alarm, being but a dream, again 
preſented the billet, ſaying, Will you pleaſc 
my lady to open the Colonel's note, his ſer- 
"want waits below for your ladyſhip's anſwer. 


Oh, yes, give it me, I have ſpirits now to 
enter into the common affairs of life, and 
having caſt her eyes over the contents, ſenc 
my compliments to Colonel Fairfax, ſaid ſhe, 
ſay I am not yet riſſen, but that I ſhall be glad 
to ſee him at three o'clock, before I go out 
to air. | This meffage being conveyed to 
Thomas, he took his departure to Dover- 
Street, where the Colonel had taken lodging, 


and Mrs. Deacon returned to affiſt at her 
| W's wile: = 


ied eee 
with thoſe dear creatures who poſſeſſed her 
undivided affections, and pleaſed that her 


nepher 
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nephew was ' arrived, in town, her heart ex- 
panded to receive all forts of agreeable im- 
preſſions, and having put a ſcore of maternal 
queſtions. to Deacon, of how her family had 
reſted, what they had eat, Sec. all of which 
was anſwered to her perfect ſatisfaction, ſhe 
next turned her thoughts to the eſtabliſhment; 
of her nephew, to whom report had been la- 
viſh of encomiums really his due; ſhe knew 
his patrimony was ſlender, but ſhe conſider- 
ed his birth, and his no very diſtant views of 
an earl's Coronet, as more than an equivalent 
for the deficiencies: of ſortune; beſides his 
figure and education ſhe ſuppoſ ed would en- 
ſure him a flattering reception to whatever 
flight his deyours might be carried. Imagi- 

nation is a hobby-horſe that often runs away 
with: his rider, galloping over improbahbilities 
blindfolded, and clearing every precipiece-of 
obſtruction with as much eaſe as a blood horſe 
kaps the bar, yar ſeldom reaches the goal: 


Preſent hobby, we thall ſee in due time. 


Before 


whither this was the caſe with Lady Dorothy s 
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Before ſhe had taken off her night cap, or 
even put on her ſtays, with only a looſe wrap- 
ping gown thrown round her ſhoulders, ſhe 
fat herſelf down at her writing table, and pro- 
duced the three following notes, which having 
the hands of as many footman, with repeated 
charges not to return without anſwers, as the 
ladies could not, ſhe ſaid, but be at home at 
that early hour, it being no- more than twen- 
ty five minutes and three ſeconds paſt one 


&clock by ber watch, and which ſhe regu- 


lated every day by the Horſe Guards, 
| N O T E. 
To Lavy CHARLOTTE Oo. 


atoms, rence cefifirctt dive 
with me to-morrow at ſix o'clock ; my doors 
will not be open to the multitude till eleven, 


I have the . 


deut little ones are all well, | 
Ty Tours moſt ſincerely, 
D. PzTTING. 
CARD. 
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SWN D. ; 
Lady Dorothy Petting preſents her com- 
pliments to Lady Watchit and Lady, Auguſ- 
ta Drawl, and requeſts the honor of their 
company to a family dinner tO-MOTTOY 3 it 
will be very obliging of Lady Watchit, if ſne 
will be ſo good to announce to any of her 
friends, that Lady Dorothy will be at home 
to-morrow evening. . 


The left, and moſt Inbound ber ie 


bore the moſt important meaning of all her 
ladyſhip's productions, ran thus: 


Right Hon. Lapy SzLina Daxorx. 


My Dear Lady Selina, If it was not for 
your exceſſive good nature, I ſhould fear to 
alk you ſo great a favour, as that your lady- 
ſhip would do me the honor to dine with me 
at ſo ſhort a notice as to-morrow; I am 
ſhocked at my own freedom, though aſſured 
.of your indulgence, I dread leſt it may not 
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be in your power to do more than pardon 
me; can it be poſſible to expect ſo much 
good fortune as to find Lady Selina Dangle 
diſengaged even at the diſtance of a month, 
how much leſs reaſon is there to hope with 
only qpe poor day for my advocate, fuch an 
object as you are to the whole world of 
faſhion ; but if it is poſſible I know you will 
oblige me; I am dying with impatience to 
preſent to your ladyſhip a new - acquiſition 
that I have en! into my e 
1 5 | | 
4; have i 8 to be invioleble 
attachment, &c. &c. | 
* 0 N. 


on 
„4. 


It is 2 to * & that © our 3 
may have nal 10 Gp to be better ac- 
quainted with the ladies to whom Lady Do- 
rothy diſpatched her invitations, we ſhall 
- therefore bring them forward with their ſeve- 
pay Ros, enden 
ee oh ob99%) (oo Nn 36 504 


* * 
10 & 


* 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


ADY Charlotte Ogle was the daughter 

of a deceaſed Peer, more remarkable 
for the ancient date of his creation than for 
the ſplendour of his fortune; but being a 
widower, and having no male heir in imme- 
date deſcent, the whole of his perſonal ef- 
ſects, amounting to upwards of ſeventeen 
thouſand pounds, devolved . on Lady Char- 
lotte, as his only ſurviving child; but alas! 
what is that poor pittance to ſupport a mo- 
dern bred woman of quality, at leaſt ſo 
thought Lady Charlotte Ogle, her extreme 
poverty was the favorite topic on which ſhe 
delighted to dwell, and always quitted it with 

vol. 1, ä as 


F 
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as much regret as a lover does the. praiſes 
of his miſtreſs ; ſhe was neither young or 


. handſome, wiſe or well-diſpoſed, but poſſeſt 


a fund of cunning and diflimulation, the na- 
ture of which was not to be detected by 
common obſervers, and acute penetration 


Vwas not ſo general a ſcience as to obſtruct 
her paſſage into the houſes and hearts of 


almoſt all the reſpectable perſonages, whoſe 


equality brought them into the circle of her 


acquaintance, amongſt whom ſhe paſſed for 
the * moſt . amiable woman in the world, 


\ cw wives had been reduced from happi- 


to miſery, many huſbands expoſed, 
hters had eloped, and ſons been diſin- 
herited | in families which had been diſtin- 
quiſhed by an intimacy with Lady Charlotte 
Ogle; yet yo eye ever glanced ſuſpicion on 
the ſpecious Lady Charlotte, as the author 
or promoter of ſuch ſort of grievances, or 


| had i it yet been diſcovered that the love of 


miſchief was the moſt predominate in her 

fag boſom, o of any other female paſſion barely 

Gare of this was her infariable. ar 1 
3 ay; 
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it was their influence united that had bound 
her in the ſtrongeſt bonds of profeffionab 
friendſhip with Lady Dorothy Petting, in 
whoſe weakneſs both were abundantly gra- 
tied, ſhe aſſiſted her Ladyſhip with great 
zeal in caupling thoſe together who the 
knew would plague and torment eachs other 
for the reſt of their lives, and ſhe found no 
ſmall benefit occur from a liberal propen- 
ſity of Lady Dorothy's to make compen- 
ſations for the breaches in a ruſſie or an apron 
which the careſſes of her four-faoted dar- 
lings might have occaſioned. 


This diſpoſition in her friend had long 
been a rich mine from whence Lady Char- 
lotte s active induſtry extracted no incon- 
ſiderable advantages; her morning viſits were 
very frequent in Groſvenor- Square, dreſſed 
ſor the occaſion in drapery of little value, 
and like Wildman covered with bees, ſo her 
Ladyſhip's perſon; in theſe date 2 tites. was. 
ſcarce to be diſtinguiſhed for the multitude 
" animals: that hung about it, whilſt ſhe | 

L2 laviſhed 
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laviſhed on them the tendereſt and the fond- 
_ eſt appellations; if as it always happened 
either by her own Wrts or the paws of het 
dear little hangers-on, a rent in her drapery 
enſued, ſhe would exclaim, Well, heaven 
bleſs. you, my love, you could not help it, 
I wiſh I could replace it, as eaſily as I 
can pardon the offender; or, fy, fy, kiſſing 
the dog, the cat, or the monkey, on whom 
the miſchief was laid ; fy, fy, thou doſt not 
conſider my poverty; theſe and ſuch like 
hints never failed of producing an effect, and 
without ever being diſappointed, ſhe- always 
looked on her toilet table the next morning 
after the damage had been done, for a pre- 
ſent from Lady Dorothy of ten times the 
value of what had been deſtroyed the day 
before ; on thoſe occaſions all parties were 
well pleaſed, except Lady Charlotte's wo- 
man, whoſe perquiſites were much curtailed 
by the extraordinary uſes her ladyſhip had 
for decayed linen and faded ribbons, however 
poor Mrs. Congee had no remedy for her 
complaints, but that of making them gene- 
3 | rally 
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rally known to all the receivers of caſt cloaths; 
who heartily joined her in execrating * 
miſtreſſes. 


It may be ſuppoſed, that with ſuch ſtrong 
propenſities to the love of miſchief and 
money, there was no room left in the breaſt 
of Lady Charlotte for that troubleſome ſort 
of affection, which is ſo apt to play the fool 
with boys and girls, but this was not exactly 
the caſe, for though ſhe was not addicted to 
the entertainment of romantic ideas, or 
burdened with thoſe nameleſs tumults of 
hopes and fears, which make up the delight 
or torment of a lover's exiſtence, ſhe was 
much further removed from the imputation 
of indifference for mankind, and had at an 
early age been more than once very near the 
verge of matrimony; but theſe occurrences 
happened in the life time of her father, and 
a converſation between him and his intended 
ſons-in-law, in which the words fortune and 
ſettlements made a conſiderable part, had. 
always ended the pretenſions of one. party” 


L 3 | 85 and 
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and the hopes of the other; from the time 
of the Earl's deceaſe ſhe had itis true received 
no overtures of marriage, at leaſt from men 
of rank, who according to her opinion were 
alone intitied to make them, and indeed, 
rather than condeſcend to become the wife 
of any thing below a Peer, ſhe had thought 
it more conſiſtent with her quality to become 
the tender friend and gentle Deſdemona of 


3 


' .» His-Lordihip was à collateral branch of 
her family, had fucceeded to her father's earl- 
dom, and that part of the eftate that went 
with it by entailment; but be it obſerved, this 
liberal connexion had never thrown a ſhade 
on the purity of her ladyſhip's character, 
the world was blinded by her management, 
or pretended to be blind, it would be ſome- 
What lrard to decide to which ſhe owed the 


_ » concealment of her amour; it may be placed 
to the account of her own unimpeachable 
hypocrify;-or it may, with as great probability, 


e to proceed from the good - na- 
tured 
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tured lenity of her own ſex; of whom it can- 
not be ſaid they wantonly delight in ſcandal. 
No, it is never a female amuſement, except 
excited by ſome extraordinary beauty, or bril- 
liant talents, which are not in their own poſ- 
ſeſſion. 


Lord-Marſham had been once married; but 
having applied to the Doctors of Doctors- 
Commons, he had found a remedy for the 
laſſitudes of wedlock, this remedy is now ſo 
very public and fo much uſed by the faſhion- 
ables of the preſent age, that a girl of four- 
teen; two years or more before ſhe enters 
on the ſtage of diſſipation, might aecuſe us 
of not knowing life or natute; were We: to 
ſuppoſe her ignorant of the ingredients. 


Lady Charlotte's amour with his Lord- 
ſhip commericed before his bill of divorce 
had paſſed the upper houſe; or perhaps ſhe 
might have had ſome chance of training him 
back to the alter of hymen, but when ſhe Had 
an opportunity, alas! it was too late, ar- 

L 4 guments 
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guments of all ſorts were unavailing, his 
Lordſhip had no idea that he was bound to 


repair a Lady's reputation, who had made 
à voluntary ſacrifice to pleaſure, this was 
his mental determination, and perhaps not 
very cenſurable, the treaſure we poſſeſs is 
in general prized by others as we eſtimate 
it curſelves, and if a lady ſets fo little value 
on her virtue as to wear it thread-bare, who 
will attempt to repair what is paſt mending. 

* | 

Lord Marſham was not deficient in that 
fort of addreſs in which Lady Charlotte 
abounded; a thouſand times ſince he was at 
liberty to make a ſecond choice, he had 
dried her tears, and ſilenced her complaints 
by words of the ſtrongeſt expreſſion of ſome- 
thing, but literally meaning nothing; at laſt | 
he was reduced to the neceſſity of applying 
to an expedient intirely new, which though 
not powerful enough to ſilence her effectu- 
ally, ſhortened her ſolicitations and length- 
ened the periods at which they were renewed; 


there was nothing ſo unpleaſant to her lady- 
hip? 
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ſhip as a ſerious converſation, any thing like 
morality was diſguſting, but if it glanced on, 
religion, to the knowledge of which ſhe had 
no claim, either from education or inclination, 
there was nothing ſhe would not ſacrifice 
to ſilence the ſpeaker; and from a perfect 
inſight into this particular part of her ſen- | 
fiments and averſions, Lord Marſham formed 
his plan to leſſen, if not intirely get rid of, 
her upbraidings and ſolicitations, by pre- 
tending a conſcientious motive for not enter- 
ing into a ſecond engagement, whilſt the 
woman who had been his wife was ſtill alive, 
his arguments though perfectly ridiculous 
were advanced with ſo much ſolemnity, and 
in a tone to poor Lady Charlotte's ear fo 
frightfully ſerious, that having relinquiſhed 
the ſubje& from diſguſt, ſhe ſeldom returned 
to it, from a knowledge that ſhe could not 
controvert thoſe arguments which ſhe even 
did not comprehend, ſome of them being 
educed for his purpoſe from the moſt ſa- 
cred authors, and now Lady Charlotte, in 
lieu of her more honorable eſtabliſhment, 
| L 5 was 
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| 0 be content with the privilege 
of governing his Lotdſhi, managing his 
affairs, and forming the moſt expenſive plans 
ol entertainment for herſelf and the friends 
" ſhe moſt favored, all of which Lord Mar- 
ſham conſented to with pleaſure, and executed 
with munificence—ſuch was Lady Charlotte 
Ogle, her endowments, and her ſituation. | 
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| When Lady Dorothy's note of invitation 
was delivered to her Ladyſhip, Lord Mar- 
ſham happened to be at breakfaſt with her, 
and as ſhe had no intention that morning to 
viſit her deftroying friends in Groſvenor- 
Square, her diſhabille was elegantly fine, 
and fat off her face and figure to ſo much 
advantage, as to give to thirty- eight the ap- 
pearance of twenty-five, and might have 
abated a little of that aſtoniſnment, which, 
at a moment when the graces had been leſs 
conſulted, muſt have ſtruck the beholder ; 
how it came to paſs that fo handſome a 
young man could poſſibly be attached to a 


* 


2 — 


9 
as ,* a 


vttnotoven FA % 


wornan fo little beautiful, and 9 | 
than himſelf. * 


3 cane threw the note careleſsly 

on the table and bid Lord Marſham open 
it, adding, I have not patience to read it 
myſelf, that old woman is for ever tormenting 
one with her notes, I wiſh ſhe was twenty 
feet under ground. 


Provided, Charlotte ſhe left you behind 
her, and a legacy by which you might remem- 
ber her—but hear what ſhe ſays—his Lord- 
ſhip then read the contents of Lady Dorothy's 
note, 


'Well, and what am I todo? Howare 
you to diſpoſe of yourſelf, my Lord? 1 had 
planned that we ſhould dine comfortably alone 
to-morrow. 


Undoubtedly, you. muſt accept the invi- 
tation. | 
. 
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hy muſt 1? I do not want to be eat 
ET Hoare or get a huſband of her 


B providing, where then is the neceſſity of our 


dining apart? 

vo; Only that you know ſhe is ſupporting the 
intereſt of my friend in his canvaſs for ——- 

Mire, and juſt at this time I would keep her in 

good humour. 


At my expence! but if I go you ſhall 
politively do penance with me. | 
Vour Ladyſhip forgets 1 may be fo un- 

fortunate as not to find a card when I return 


— home, 


27 -Pith, then ſend: her word you will dine 

with her, or go fans ceremony, or ſtop, I will 
anſwer her ſcrap of eloquence nd announce 
181 intentions. 


Ks ES me as you pleaſe, you are the 
- fate, I own no other laws 
. but 


— 
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but thoſe of love and Lady Charlotter-his 
words and accents were a variance, they 
were began with a hem, ended with a yawn; 
then ſtarting from his chair, and ſurveying 
himſelf in the glaſs, he caught up his hat, 
wiſhed her a good day, hoped to have the 
honor of meeting her in the evening at the 
Ducheſs of G——'s aſſembly, and ſlid out 
of the room to take his morning gallop in 
Hyde-Park. | 


a 
at. 
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TIENCE, good reader, we have not 
forgot our promiſe of preſenting three 
other Ladies to your further acquaintance. 
Lady Watchet, her fair daughter, Lady Au- 
guſta Drawl, and the ſtill fairer Lady Selina 
Dangle, are ready . to appear on the ſtage ; 
but modeſty retire behind the ſcenes, merely 
to give us the opportunity of introducing 
Colonel Fairfax to his aunt Dorothy, know- 
ing that if we ſhould delay the ceremony 
gie minutes longer, her Ladyſhip may have 
F cout to air, it being already half an 

, . pour after two, which muſt have been as 
ea diſappointment to thyſelf, gentle 
p 4 | ; = : reader, 
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reader, as it certainly would have been to 
us, his faithful hiſtorians, ® 


In an elbow chair, on one arm of which 
was perched a ſmall monkey, on the other a 
parrot, who ſeemed vying with each other 
to entertain their miſtreſs by a variety of 
ſounds, which none but herſelf could under- 

. ſtand, was Lady Dorothy ſeated, expecting, 
with infinite cotnpoſure, the appeararice of 
her nephew a ſquirrel, faſtened to her fide by 
a ſilver chain, promenaded from her pocket 
to her ſhoulder, and from her ſhoulder to 
her pocket, whilſt at her feet, on 4 crimſon 

velvet cuſhion, repoſed Pompey and Spider, 

emblems of Eaſtern ſplendor and 8 

indolence. 


The announciation and advances of Colo- 
nel Fairfax occaſioned ſomething very like 
tumult amongſt the houſhold troops, and 
for ſortie moments prevented him from hear 
ing his aunt's compliment of reception, or 
of —_—_— her an anfwer, Pompey and Spi- 

der 
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der had faſtened on his heels with no frieudly 
ſalutation, which together with their yells, 
the ſqualls of the parrot, and the chattering 
& of pug, made it impoſſible for him to hear, 
or to be heard: Lady Dorothy, who had riſen 
1 to receive him, having, with ſome difficulty, 
| q ſilenced her noiſy attendants, thought it ne- 
ceſſary to make ſome apology for the con- 
duct of her family, by faying, their interrup- 
tion was occaſioned by the little progreſs 
they had yet made in their education, many 
of them being new acquiſitions, who had 
not received twenty leſſons from the maſter, 
- What were the ſenſations of the Colonel is 
more eaſily ſurmiſed than explained ; it was 
a mixture of 11{ibility and furpriſe, and, per- 
_ haps, tinctured with a little contempt, which 
little is more than we can decently declare 
he felt for his father's ſiſter. 


L 
L 


Lady Dorothy, having ſurveyed the ele- 
gant figure and handſome countenance of 
ber nephew, with a look of apparent appro- 
& bation, and the firſt compliments on both 


; 1 
N 
ns . 
* "SEE 
= , , . 
: 
® A 
* 
1 8 
- #2 
| | Bw. | | 
: 2 
a 3 
7 PP ” . ” 
: T l N 


NELBOROUGH FAMILY. 233 


| fides happily got over, her Ladyſhip's firlt 
queſtion of importance was, if, with ſo many 
advantages from nature and ſituation, he had 
been able to guard his heart from the many 
attacks, ſhe was aſſured, it muſt have ſuſtained 
from the artful inſinuations of coquetry and 
beauty. 


I have been. no more invulnerable, Ma- 
dam, replied the Colonel, ſmiling, to the 
ſhafts of beauty than to the dangers of my 
profeſſion. If the moſt perfe& admiration for 
the fair ſex is a blemiſh on the character of 
a ſoldier, I muſt reſign all pretenſions to 
military fame. | 


I hope you have not fixed your affections 
imprudently; the firſt object is the Lady's 
connections the next her fortune. — 2 


1 8 not FUR 2 at all; but have 
admired beauty and good- nature, where ever 
I have been happy enough to meet n in 
union with each other. =" 
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| © Seiidblly, then ybu have formed no fooliſh 
ehgagerhents. | 


1 did not fay that, my dear Madam: I 

Ar fear there has been more of folly than 

wiſdon in all the engagements I have hitherto 

formed with _ moſt beautiful "Ie of the 
Creation. 


100 profeſs yourſelf a general admirer 


© > - 
9. 


A very general ont. 


Am I to underſtand you have not yet ſeen 
. che woman, who you with to r to me 
5 as ws niece ? | 


a May who deſerve the honour of your 
, Ladyſhip's indulgence, and whoſe alliance 
4 would be highly: flattering to me, may have 
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I am charmed with pour candbur ànd 
good underſtanding, and ſhall take care of 


your welfare; — muſt dine wich me to- 
morrow. | 


0 . Fairfax bowed affent, and was 

going to reply, when the groom of the 
chambers brought in three notes, made up in 
the form of hearts, which on a gilt ſalver he 
carried to her Ladyſhip, who, having aſked 
and obtained permiſſion, opened them with | 
impatience. Yes, faid the, having run over - 
the contents with Evident marks of pleaſure, 
you muſt, Colonel, dine with me t6-morrow ; 
I ſhall have a few choſen friends, to whom 
you will be preſented. They are all the 
moſt charming people. in the world, and I 
muſt tell you, nephew, after. you have been 
introduced to ſome of them, 1 ſhall be ſur- 
priſed, nay diſappointed, if you are any 
longer ſatisfied with being a 8 ad- 
mirer. | 


Fou 
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_ - Yeu make a coward of me, Madam. If 
you foreſee ſo much danger, I ſhall be rather 
inclined to keep out of the way of it. May 
- I take the liberty to aſk, if theſe pretty 

- billet-doux are from the fair hands of my 
ambuſhed beſiegers. 


Lady Dorothy, who was now in the beſt 
humour imaginable with her nephew for being 
ſoamiable, and with herſelf for having managed 
with ſo much {kill and ſucceſs, deſired him to 
peruſe them, and promiſed to inform him 
who the writers were, and how much they 

were intitled to his attention and devoirs. 
Colonel F airtax obeyed her command, and 
read aloud : 


Lady Watchet, and Lady Auguſta Draw), 


" . will have the honour of dining with Lady 


Dorothy Petting to-morrow, if ſhe will 
have the goodneſs to receive them at half 
alter ſeven ; they cannot poſſibly come 


2 minute before that time, being obliged to 


attend five auctions, where the greateſt cu- 
riofities in nature are to be diſpoſed of. 


Well, 


| | 
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Well, Madam, faid the Colonel, laying 
down the note (he had juſt finiſhed) I wait 
your Ladyſhip's information on the ſubje& 
of theſe Ladies before I proceed to the 


END OF THE FIRST vor uns. 
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